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STRATHBOGIE 



CHAPTER I. 



** Despair hath seized my captive soul. 
And horror drives without controuL" 

W HILE every effort was made use of 
to restore the heart -stFuckStrathbogie, lady 
Arminia suffered all imaginary terror for 
the state of ha: guilty father — ^perhaps he 
would never return to life; there was a 
twofold horror in the thought ; and if re- 
covered, what keen anguish, what agoniz- 
ing wretchedness to his high and lofty spi« 
rit, living under the sense of detected guilt! 
f<»r, to her great sorrbw, she saw he could 
live in secret guiltiness and enjoy the sweets 
of life, as weU as those who were enrobed 
in comparative rectitude and Innocence.-— 
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2 STRATHBOGIE. 

"^ Alas ! that this dear father, capable of all 
that is great and good, should so sink in 
vice, that even his adoring child should 
have to pity such fallen dignity !" she would 
sigh out on the bosom of Oriana, with many 
more such ejaculations, who had retired to 
her own apartment with her. 

Nor was the marchioness, amidst her 
brightening beams, which but a few hours 
had drawn forth, unmindful of the misery 
of her wretched foe, or of her loved Armi- 
nia's sorrow ; but as every varying situa* 
tion of life imposes its relative duties, she 
Mt it incumbent on her not to remain in- 
active ; she therefore asked the kind sup- 
port of the viscountess Eglintoun, observ- 
ing — " It is well, dear lady, that th^e is 
somewhat to alloy this unexpected burst 
of joy ; often do we see tlie mind, submis- 
sive, bend to adverse fortune, when the 
glad tide of joy will, like a rapid river's 
force, bear all things down before it." 

In her renewed state of afTairs much was 
to be done ; she knew how fluctuating and 
jBexible the vulgar mind was to. each new 
hnpression; she therefore found it expe- 
dient, through the concurring opinions of 
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iier friends, to make every adrantage of 
the present moment Policy, blended 
wipti benevolence, led her among the vas- 
sals; for while the sight of her strengthen- 
ed their renewed attachment to her person, 
she held In subjection tbat boisterous mirdi 
die honest untutored hind was ready to 
burst Bito, lest it should intrude on her 
Arminia*s -duteous sorrow, which, though 
die soothed, she wished not to have extm- 
guished, or drive more frantic the guilty 
eaiL 

The news quickly circulating, the peasan- 
try and vassals of every degree flocked to 
the castle, to behdd these objectsof joy and 
wond^^ testifying their strong attachment 
to Bracdumnan's house. 

Gratifying, though ^diguing, was the 
task she had to support; they were not 
easily satisfied with the recitals of the do- 
mestics, but a general cry arose^— '* Nae, 
nae^ dinna ye spake, but let us hear a' frae 
our lady's ain mou/' Again and agaui she 
would repeat her little narrative during her 
residence in the Glen of Morris, extolling 
her fidthful Margaret, and Donald's steady 

b2 



4 STEATHBOGIE, 

attention to their ease and interest, refer^ 
ring them to those two great agents in her 
years of solitude, to speak of things too 
painful for her recital. 

The full heart of Margaret was ready to 
burst with transport, to find, though late, 
her well-concerted plan had succeeded, 
while her person was in the utmost dan- 
ger from the caresses of the multitude. It 
was whimsical to see them bring the state 
chair from the hall, which they placed on 
a table, to mount to which, stools, of dif- 
ferent heights, were ranged in lieu of steps. 
To this they led her, to save her from the 
eager pressure of the throng, from whence 
she was to deliver her pleasing tale; and for 
the better order of the whole, that each 
might hear, they formed themselves into 
so many circles, each joining liands, indi- 
cative of the firm union their hearts bore 
to their liege loi-d. The tale over, the first 
circle would draw off, forming the outer 
ring, that the next might hear in turn. 

When she had gone the circles through 
— " Aye, aye," . exultingly cried the honest 
Symon, as he handed refreshments to the 
lady speaker, " auld Duncan nae gie'd to 
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the isle of Sky to see the warlock that 
dwdLs beside the bield for naithing — ^now 
can I guess a' things that he meant, gin 
he ta' me it was nae right thing to gie awa* 
"what was nae his to gie. A sly auld glaik, 
to ta'k about unoo dreams ! I trust, gude 
nibours, gif he live to return fra' the wars, 
his eild heart winna* fleg mair/' 
" While things thus satisfactorily passed 
below, the apostate earl was restored to ani- 
mation, but sat some time in sullen silence; 
at length, casting an eye of proud disdain on 
JFurgerson, said — " Do you suppose this 
farce, this bare-faced imposition, will be 
allowed to pass ? — ^No, vile miscreant ! Or 
think you my faithful hinds will acknow- 
ledge this imposture ? Too fatally, alas ! 
has that loved friend's encounter with a 
stranger torn him from this bosom, that 
honoured his manly virtues, and drove his 
enfrenzied wife into the Spey's deep bed.** 

Thus saying, he wrapped himself again 
within his plaid. 

Brackannan entering unseen as he spoke 
these last words, heard, and in amazement 
gazed, scarce crediting the evidence of 
sense ; either Strathbogie's weakened sense 
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still w^ wandering, or all that had taken 
place since. his meeting Furgersoia in the 
tower was but a dreain. Turning to his 
faithful servant, he said—" Who are we ? 
where are we ? . Am I the crested Brack- 
annan, standing within my andent house's 
walls, or but the wreckless, care-crazed 
Kobin, the sad inhabitant of ycm dreary^ 
porch, who forgot not, yet forgave, hia 
heavy wrongs ?" 

Strathbogie raised his head, k)oked with 
an inquiring eye upon the marquis, press<- 
ed his hand upon his forehead,, and heav- 
ed a heavy groan* 

" Poor Hugh !" continued Brackaiman, 
*^ it must be so ; his late illness still pres- 
ses on the mental man ; for however the 
soul may be enveloped ki sin, it couH not 
i»imixK»efirontery like what I heard. Go^ 
I entreat you all; he seems inclined to 
sli^ep; rest will restore him. I will watcb 
his slumbers, and bid the lady Arminia 
bear me <»mp«,y_.hat d«r d.Ud wiB 
speak hira into peace.'' 

All left the room; Furgerson and Aber- 
nethy obeying but in part, both liaving 
observed a malignant smile play on thj^ 
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fkce of the earl, as Brackannan requested 
them to retire, convinced he was not suffi- 
ciently master of his reason to act with hiis 
accustomed policy, which would give to 
the evil genius in his hreast more potency ; 
for little does the man, unskilled in the 
deep mazes of the human heart, unprac* 
tised in vice, suspect the deep, the subtle 
power of sin. Step by step, with slow but 
sure gradation, it subdues every laudable 
principle of the soul, till resistance is vain. 
Virtue mourns, but can do no more, and 
but a miracle, manifest in divine grace, catt 
rescue the wretched guilt-bound prisoner 
from the dangerous labyrinth he has en- 
shrined hhnself in. 

Thus unsuspecting was the guileless 
marquis, and thus deeply was the earl 
immersed in sin, that to preserve the point 
he fondly hoped he had attained for years, 
his little better than half-reasoning mind 
rendered him equal to the basest act, if 
any baser could be devised, than those al- 
ready practised ; if not, he is ready to re- 
act them all again. This the vigilant and 
faithful friends of the marquis perceiving, 
induced them to retire to an inner apart- 
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ment, there to hear and observe whatever 

was inimical to their loved chieftain's 

* 

safety. 

The unexpected presence of the true 
claimants of those long-possessed demesnes 
was too powerful a blow to coward con- 
science, and it drooped, yet too much hard- 
ened to feel beyond the moment its dread 
effects; for while the sullen gloom sat 
on his darkened brow, he but meditated 
how to counteract those assertions truth 
was ready to bring forward ; he saw the 
iiTJured personages, and his heart owned 
them such, though how preserved was not 
the immediate object of his thoughts ; he 
sought but to confute their testimonies. 
Self-love flattered him that his munificence 
and justice had secured to him the firm at- 
tachment of the vassals ; so, at the last 
extremity^ he felt that at the sword's point 
he should be victorious. But private feuds 
could not be so determined during the ci- 
vil war ; and how to prevent the claimant 
seizing on his own till that event, in which 
all hearts and persons were engaged, should 
yield to public tranquillity, disturbed his 
. thoughts, that were not, as they had wont 
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to be, C50ol and deliberate ; they were now 
hurried and confused ; and as contending 
ideas arose in his mind, his speech betrayed 
the unsettled state of his thoughts, which 
made the marquis doubt, not without some 
justice, the deamess of his reason, though 
not lost, was wavering. 

When Brackannan found himself with 
him alone, he addressed the earl in the 
.most confiding and gentle terms, who 
again wrapped his face in his plaid, resting 
on the arm of his couch. " I come not, my 
lord, with reproaches — those, I trust, are 
needless ; • nor come I to despoil you of an 
eighteen years* arrears on my estates. To 
claim my lands I come, and offer to your 
afHicted spirit such consolation as a mind 
ill at ease requires; fori am still your bro- 
ther, and come, in the sincerity of my heart, 
to propose terras of amity and peace. All 
that has been practised against my life and 
happiness, whether xmih or without your 
knowledge, I as freely forgive, as 1 hope 
my sins may be remitted me ; on your free 
acknowledgment therefore of my claims, 
the past will sink into oblivion, and your 

b3 
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lordship's name, of which I know you ever 
tenacious^ will, to the world, remain mi- 
blemished. In peace I would repossess my 
own, for Clementina, my Horatio, and Ori- 
ana's sakes, who claim from me a husband 
and a father's care — sweet names I nevar 
thought to have enjoyed again ! But as a 
xnuniiicentand Divine Majesty hasrbrought 
blessings, joy,, and peace to my long-dis- 
consolate breast, so let me communicate 
that peace and joy to others ; and I would 
fein have the first fruits of my blessings^ 
oh, Hugh Ardmore ! commence with thee> 
the first companion of my boyish days. 
Till yesterday, I thought as you do — ^that 
they were no more ; believing that splen- 
dour and rank had lost their influence with 
me, I sought but the nourishment of the 
hour, and a comer of the earth in which I 
might indulge my sorrow, satisfied that my 
loved Annabella's child would possess that 
wealth and power whidi to me had lost all 
their gilded attractions; and but for the dis- 
covery of the marchioness and my children, 
1 had never interrupted you in those pos- 
sessions, which, though unfairly won, have 
not, I own with thankfulness, been abused. 
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Your feelings, my lord, and your honour, 
still are dear to me ; and I entreat you to 
consider well, before you make reply, where 
your best interest lies." 

Strathbogie, with a stem and proud dis- 
'dmn, demanded — ** Where is my friend ? 
where, where is the* count ?'* happy on re- 
collection to give a turn to the discourse, 
by bringing his own ideal wrongs as a 
strong charge against a man whose mild 
forgiveness stung him to the soul ; "where, 
I again repeat, you bold impostor, do you 
detain count Louis de Millevuie? and 
how have you dared to step between me 
and my child's obedience ?" 

** Your friend," replied the marquis, " is 
under very little restraint, and shall receive 
every attention his noble, gallant spirit, 
demands. As for my interference, it was 
a duty due to a loved sister's child ; her re- 
fic is dear to me as herself, and I but pro- 
tect her from false ambition — Excuse 
the term— tis hard, my lord ; but seeing 
you have been seduced by this young man 
and his party, your better judgment has 
been obscured by a flying metedr, that at- 
tracts even in its fall. Had lady ilmii« 
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• 

nia's feelings been congenial to your own, 
much as I should have lamented such an 
union, I would have used no influence to 
oppose it ; win her consent, and I remain 
passive on the subject. But the late state of 
your lordship's health has unfitted you for 
the considering of weighty matters; and 
I had feared your young companion had 
taken advantage of it, to have this marriage 
hurried, or I had not infringed on parental 
authority." 

The earl's mind was not equal to his ae- . 
customed prudence, therefore spoke the 
momentary dictates of a mind influenced 
by shattered reason, disappointed ambition^ 
and mortified pride. Had he been more 
himself, his deep policy would have made 
him act a milder part; but his soul, roused 
by contending passions, rose to a hurricane. 
On the dose, therefore, of the marquis's 
speech, he vociferated — ** Miscreant ! ruf- 
fian! who asked your interference? who 
will submit to it ? But be calm, be calm, 
perturbed spirit ;'* softening his voice, he 
said, with an ironic smile, "I think you call 
yourself Brackannan, a mighty lord— chief- 
tain «f these vast dememes ; why thou art 
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all a cheat ! — a lie ! I knew Brackannan 
well ; thou canst not impose thyself on me; 
he was too wise, so situated, to act as thou 
hast done. Mild, truly, wlien things went 
smoothly on, yet roused by real or imagi- 
nary wrongs, the natives of Arabia's deserts 
are not more fierce. Had he been sitting 
by his direst foe, as thou pretendest to be^ 
he would have done what I do now." 

On saying which, he darted on the as- 
tonished marquis, and, with a furious grin, 
aimed at his throat. 

Furgerson and Abemethy enteringi 
seized the earl, and bound him in his plaid. 
"Be this madness or villany," said Fur- 
gerson, " his lordship is alike dangerous, 
and must be guarded." 

The earl spoke not, but struggled to get 
free, while Abernethy ordered a compos- 
ing draught, to procure immediate sleep, as 
the best restorative. Turning to the mar- 
quis — ^^ Are you hurt, sir ?** 

Brackannan, lost in reflection, remained 
immovable on the spot whence Strathbo- 
gie's fury had whirled him ; nor was he 
roused till the second interrogatory, to 
which he replied-r" I am safe. Alas ? poor 
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Hugh ! this is but the wreck of the once- 
great Strathbogie ;" then turning on the 
attendants who had been summoned on 
the instant — " My good fellows, act cau- 
tiously ; offer no violence, injury, or insult 
to that bereaved mind ; remember, to you 
he has been a mild, indulgent, and muni- 
ficent master." 

Strathbogie looked confused ; his gene- 
rous brothejr's words appeared to sink deep. 
He raised his dim eye upwards, and agaiii 
enveloped his face within the foldings of 
his plaid, as they bore him to another apart- 
ment. The remainder of that day he was 
kept quite tranquil, not even Arminia was 
allowed to see him, lest his resentment 
should manifest itself to her, or retard the 
return of reason. 

Early on the following day, the magis- 
trates, the two counsel, and doctor Gregory, 
arrived. Abemethy pronpunced the earl 
to be quite sane, but a sullen gloom hung 
over him. They then deputed him to in- 
form the earl of the measures thought ne- 
cessary for the immediate reinstatement of 
the lawful possessor. 

When doctor Abemethy entered his 



apiurtment, lady Arminia was with bim, 
mA fondly entreated he would deliver all 
the writings^ to her, assuring him she could 
nevermore take delight in the estates, even? 
i^ould he be enabled to maintain them,, 
and what lieartfelt pleasure it would at 
ford her to give her dear aunt and Oriana 
the fi'ee, undisturbed possession of their 
own ! 

" You are deceived, child,** said the earl ; 
" your unfortunate infatuation for those 
Mordants has ruined yourself and me.** 

" How can that be, my lord ? you are still 
viscount Ardmore, earl Strathbogie ; and 
I, Arminia Ardmore, your heir." 
. *• Peace, peace, child! this widowed Ag- 
nes you foster in your bosom, advsmtag* 
ing herself of your romantic fondness, sub- 
orns a party, and steps forward as the lady 
Clementina ; who her confederate is, I have 
yet to learn. * But I know, child, how to 
maintain your rights against such artful 
opponents." 

" My lord," said Abemethy, " you see 
my age, and in this castle was my youth 
reared. The persons of Hamilton and 
Ckmen^a were therefore well known to 
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me. I roust, so called on, give roy evi- 
dence to identify their persons. How the 
marquis has thus long suffered his claims 
to lay dormant is yet to be disclosed ; part 
of lady Brackannan's mystery will be for 
me to unfold. I venture to say so much, 
to influence your lordship to an amicable 
and private settlement of this affair." 

" I took you, Abernethy, for a friend ; 
from whence have this dissimulation and 
enmity arisen?" 

" My lord, in thus advising you, I am 
your friend ; permit me to add, if you ne- 
glect it, your lordship's greatest enemy will 
be yourself." 

" I will stand the event, however bold, 
sir ; nor yield to any argument or persua- 
sion derogatory to my own state and dig- 
nity." 

** I will withdraw, my lord, first inform- 
ing you, the magistrates, with the four 
counsel, will immediately wait on you, one 
of whom you will select. This day, sir, 
will be given you to state chxjumstances, 
and make such arrangements aa you and 
he will deem necessary. At twelve to- 
morrow the trial will come on in the hall 
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of state. I once more, sir, intrude my ad- 
vice to settle this in private ; for when the 
court is taking depositions on the marquis's 
side, I must bear strong evidence in favour 
of the marchioness and the lord Horatio.'* 

Strathbogie rose, knit his brow ; Armi- 
nia trembled, and Abemethy withdrew. In 
half-tones the earl replied — " Yes, it was 
Horatio ; his eye shot lightning, and his 
voice still rumbles on my ear," elevating 
his voice ; " 'tis as thunder in the expanse. 
I now see my bleeding heart, mysdf un- 
armed !" 

Arminia, terrified, asked — " What aik 
my lord? what ideal miseries wring my 
father's bosom ?" 

" The stripling unhorsed me, girl."^ 

" Did Mordant, sir, give those wounds 
which had nearly proved fatal ?" 

" He cut deep, deep into my soul — ^liis 
.looks," his words — ^but never harmed my 
body ; I was in his power, and he scorned— 7- 
insulting boy ! he scorned so mean a spoil 
as Hugh Strathbogie's life." 
• Arminia respired anew — " Ten thousand 
blessings on Horatio's head ! Oh, sir ! it 
was my last, last request that in the battle's 



heat he should guard my Mhefs homrttr 
Generous youth ! you promised, as we part- 
ed^that my dear father's life should be your 
eare, and have fulfilled it — ^noble, exalted 
Mordant ! my soul thanks you !•* 

The ear), softened by herfiliial love, press- 
ed her to his bosom, and asked — *' Did my 
Arminia, so long past as that^ know what 
claim he meant to make ?'' 

" No, indeed, dear sir ; I thought lanir 
tiU a few days past, thevaie-bred Mordant^ 
nor ever hoped to have claimed kindred 
with hinu** 

"And do you hope so now, Arminia?'^ 

" Hope, my dear lord, in this histancey 
is lost in certainty ; there is no doubt of his 
being Brackannan'a son." 

The earl put her gently from him — 
" Dispel the thought ; *tis all delusion. 
Leave me." 

Her ladyship obeying, rejoined her fe- 
male friends* 

The earl having the magistrates and 
counsel introduced to him, we will leave 
them, to take a slight view of the inhabi- 
tant of the eastern turret. 
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CHAPTER 11. 
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^ Doubt, not dismay, controird each passing thought/' 

Chables Stuart, who found himself bat s 
nominal prisoner, could not comprehend the 
eonduct of the several persons of the drama; 
ttiat it was a concerted scheme of that deep 
politician, Strathbogie, to betray him into 
the hands of his^ enemy, be fully believed,, 
and that the lovely arbitress of this ruined 
enterprise alone had honour enough to 
guard him against the threatened evil. He 
saw little dilSiculty in making his escape ; 
but love, and he fancied honour, combined 
to influence his stay, and wdt the issue. 

The dignified person who held him in 
nominal bonds, did not appear desirous of 
so flagrant a breach of hospitality as to be^ 
tray him, eke why not, under a strong 
escort^ immediately convey . him to the 
capital? for he evidently was for the House 
of Hanover ; it was a mysterious event. 
Divided in thought how to act, burniug 
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with indignation against the earl, he went 
into the outer court to gain the terrace, a 
single guard attending at a distance. 

Some time had elapsed, when a message 
from the marquis invited him to take re- 
freshments with the family — "Is the lady 
Arminia of the party ?" interrogated the 
self-made regent ; but on being informed 
her ladyship refused all society but the 
earPs and lady Oriana's, he replied — *' So 
do I ; let refreshments be brought to my 
prison." 

On his return to his apartment, he found 
a note on the table ; breaking the seal, he 
xead as follows : — 



*' MY LORD, 

" Involved as I am in domestic 
calamity, and harassed as I shall be for 
some time, yet it cannot remove from my 
mind the indignity your royal person has 
received ; and whether the present aspect 
of affairs, mysterious and strange, termi- 
nate for or against me, my interest is still 
yours, nor will I suffer my authority, for 
any length of time, to be wrested from me. 
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Annmia is still my child, tender and af- 
fectionate, and will obey me ; I understand 
tfa^e is no malignity designed against 
your person, unless you foolishly persist in 
sta5^ing here ; if so, not only your father's 
cause, but your valuable life, must be the 
forfeiture. Let not your extravagant pas- ' 
sion for my Arminia, which I see is ready 
to bear all things down before it, lead you 
so far from what is due to yourself and the 
chevalier St. GJeorge ; throw not away the 
advantage of the moment. To-morrow, at 
twdve o'clock, a magisterial court will be 
held in the great hall, for an inquiry into 
who are the true claimants of these de- 
mesnes ; all eyes, all ears, will be directed 
to that grand debate. Eight of my own 
vassals, exclusively, I have ordered to 
wait on your highness's interest ; at that 
hour, therefore, turn your steps to- 
wards the eastern boundary of the park ; 
about two miles from hence will wait a 
boat, well armed and manned, in case of 
resistance, in - which your highness and 
suite may escape, as none of your followers 
are inward ; some have already quitted the 
premises ; four hinds are ordered to arrest 
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the attention of your guard, and if dispose 
ed to resist yoiu: intent, the vessel mounts 
four «wivel giins, by which you may bid 
defiance to their puny powers, I shall 
socm direct to your faigfaness's head-quar- 
ters; till then believe me faithfully, 

" Your royal highnesses 
^ Most devoted £riend and servant, 

" Strathbogie.'* 



This was a cordial to Stuart's heart-— 
-** Arminia will yet be mine,'* exultingly 
thought he; ^^ the lovely, disdainful girl 
will at length be won ; not from stem com- 
mand, but from her own yielding softness^ 
I will hope to win her— 

*^ Now laggard time decrepid hobbrd on, 
The tardj hours forgot to move their rounds. 
For all was expectation, ail was hope/' >> 

At length the wished-for hour arrived^ 
and following tte earl's direction, he found 
little difficulty in eluding the guard or 
gaining the vesseL Just as he entered, a 
&w muskets were fiied towards it, which 
were returned by oifte round &om the swi- 
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vels on bo»rd ; shortly be reached a port 
of safety, and by a circuitous rotite, reach- 
ing Ills camp, he soon informed the earl of 
his safety by letter. 

The court being sat, the hinds and 
irassals crowded the hall to see their risen 
chieftain; all on tiptoe stood to obtain a 
peep, and catch each sound that spoke the 
wonders of his restoration. This eagerness 
<yf vassals to see and hear of one they had 
nev^" known may appear strange; fw all, 
sare a ccmiparatiTe few^ had been nurtured 
from early youth, and many born, under 
Strathbogie's fostering hand ; but we must 
f^[ni»[nber their sires, attached to the late 
possesses^ of those demesnes, had on their 
infant minds impressed the mournful tale. 
The sorrowful and the marveEous always 
take deep root on the illiterate and inex- 
perienced ; this revival of ^v^its then re*> 
vived their youthful wonderment, and eadi 
felt a personal interest in the result. 

Lord Strathbogie placed much confi* 
dence in his own favoiur, fix>m tise changes 
which, in the ispaee of nicii^;een years, had 
teken place in most of liie families of the 
united dans, n^t recollecting that**i- 
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^* As from their sires each moamful truth they learn^ 
Prejudice, not reason, in their bosoms burn ;** 

and likewise conscious of his great muni- 
ficence, and the impartial judgment he 
had exercised among them, laid strong 
claim to their gratitude and allegiance. This 
argument he held out to his counsel, ob- 
serving this was not an honourable way of 
proceeding ; he thought the sword, in this 
instance, should be the arbiter of right, re- 
questing the oounsel would make himself 
master of his vassals' sentiments ere such a 
proposition was brought into court. 

The earl heard the discharge of mus- 
ketry, on which a smile of satisfaction 
smoothed his contracted brow, to think at 
least his fiiend was now in safety, as the 
officers of the court conducted him to a 
chair of state on the right hand of the pre- 
sident, those on the left being occupied by 
the marquis and his lady. 

The counsel for Brackannan now laid his 
claims to the demesnes in question, in right 
of Hamilton Montreal, the most noble 
marquis Brackannan, now present, which 
claim was instantly disallowed, in the name 
of the noble earl, on account of his person 
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not having been identified; oh this the 
president ordered that the witnesses in due 
form should be brought into court. 

The earl rose, bowed to the president, 
and requested permission for his counsel 
to put a question to the court ere they en- 
teifed on the examinationt this being grant- 
ed, the counsel ad^essed the multitude, 
saying — ** Who among the vassals of 
Braekannan and Dunbleath have received 
injury or insult, or any wrong unredressed,, 
by c* through the means, or with the 
knowledge of the noble earl ? Such among 
you as have ought to lay to , his lord- 
ship's charge, hold up your hands, that 
you may be put apart for full investiga- 
tion." He paused — " What, no hand rais- 
ed ! then his lordship's rule over you has 
been liberal, humane, and just." 

•* The earl has been a good chieftain ; 
we have suffered no wrong," vociferated a 
number of voices. 

'^Then,** redemanded the counsel, " should 
the court adjudge it more equitable that 
iMs contest be decided by force of arms, 
let lis s6e who lifts^ the bonnet, or who 
the speoT for "Strathbogie.'' 

VOL. IV. c 
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The hall was almost instantly cleared. 

" My lord president, this is most un- 
seemly,'* said the counsel for the most 
noble marquis. 

** We allow it is so," replied the president, 
" but the indulgence of the court having 
granted the request, we must see the re- 
sult of it ; it will then rest with the court 
how to proceed." 

The hall was again refilled, when five 
glittering spears trembled on the sight, and 
all the rest held their bonnets in the air, 
crying— " Brackannan's marquis, and the 
House of Hanover ! we fight no more be- 
neath Strathbogie's banner — down, down 
with the usurper T' 

The earl now felt how impolitic his de- 
sertion of the royal standard had been ; 
'twas that had robbed, him of their love. 
The president then asked the earl if he 
was willing to abide by his counsel's pro- 
position? 

" What!" replied the gasping, earl, who 
now cursed the ingrates in his heart, ** shall 
I risk the lives of my own immediate clan, 
sell theu' liberties and my own land$ to 
hireling traitors? what though the Strath- 
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bogieclan be numerous, they are as a handful 
against this host, which, in my daughter's 
name, their liege lady, the most noble mar- 
chioness, I rule ?" 

•* Traitor yourself, my lord — ^no traitors 
we,** rejoined a few. 

Silence being called, the earl continued 
— ** My counsel has been most unwise in 
this procedure; he should have known the 
stability of men's minds better, for strange- 
ly fickle is the human heart ; changeful as 
is the breeze that onward drives the bark 
committed to its directing voice, on either 
side it turns, then heaves, then onward 
drives again ; so 'tis with wavering man.** 

** True, my lord," replied the opposite 
counsel ; " the lettered and unlettered are 
alike the sport of caprice and deep policy ; 
nor can the schoolman's page root up what 
nature strongly plants within us.** 

The earl felt the retort his own aphorism 
had caUed forth. The president then or- 
dered the court to be called to order, that 
they might proceed in civil form ; and as 
the pibceedirrgs have hitherto been so irre- 
gular, we will de^r the rest to another 

chapter.* 

cS 
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CHAPTER III. 



•^' Thon to whose palate glory is so sweety 
To wade into perdition througlr contetnpt, 
. Kot of poor bigot. oniy^ bat thy owa; 
For I have jpeep^d into thy covert^ 
And seen it blush beneath a boastful brovr^ 
For, by strong guilt's raost powerful assault^. 
Conscienqe is but disabled, not destroy M. 

The order of the court being, agidliL reistoxu . 
ed, the former qlaiim were made, and, as. 
before, disallowed. The president observ- 
ed that was not the question in debate; the 
princely lands of l^raekannao and Dun- 
bleath must belong to the marqtiis or his 
heirs-at-law, or his beqi^^^thtnent ; but the. 
point now under disciiasi<m was, . whether 
the said ma^uis was in existence^ or who ■> 
was bis heis ? He therefore called on botfal > 
counsel to considar the importance of the 
qjiestion,. asid not! mislead or retasd the. 
b|H»Be86 by icvdevant statements. 
It was then demanded of Agnes MotdaiBt; j 
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ili6 kdy on ihe president's left hand, who 
jBhe was ? 

Rising—** My lord, I avow, in the 
awfttl presence of his august Majesty, whose 
providence orders all things in wisdom^ 
though deep hid from the puny powers 
of our fipite understandings, that in me 
you behold the marchioness Brackannan^ 
Clementina, daughter and heir of the late 
earl of Dunbleath, who, one-and-twenty 
years past, became the wife of Hamilton 
Montreal, son and successor of the late 
most XM>Ue maiquifi of these demesnes, the 
great, the illustrious LioftieL'^ 

** Wherefore then," was draaanded, *'quit 
your casde, renounce yonr title and estates, 
and assume a private station, under the 
name of Agnes Mordant ? i^ply ." 

" For the security of my infant twins, 
mA my own unblemished honour/' 

** Your proofs, lady, of liiese assertions."* 

Her ladyship's covmsd arose — *^ My lord 
president, in this list are the names of those 
vs^sals who are willing to be brought for«- 
ward on this question." 

Clerk — James Abemethy, M. D, an*- 
swer to tiie demand. 
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President — What proof can you bring 
forward that this lady is Clementina of 
DunUeath, and wife to the late most noble 
marquis Hamilton of Braekannan ? did 
you ever see her before ? 

Ahernethy — ^Yes, my lord, often. I was 
bom on these lands, imder the most noble 
Lionel, and remember, when this lady, in 
her early childhood, became his excellen- 
cy's ward ; and about twenty-one years 
since, or rather better, had the honour to 
attend on her on that day in which she 
' gave her hand to Hamilton, the only son 
of my noble chieftain. 

President — Have you ever seen her 
since the departure of the late Hamilton 
for the Continent ? 

Ahernethy — ^Yes, my lord. In my pro- 
fessional character I have never lost sight 
of the lady ; I officiated at the birth of her 
twins, a son and daughter, who exciting 
jEnuch jealousy in the bosom of theii; uncle, 
I was consulted how best to. secure their 
lives, for, from the suspicion the lord 
Strathbogie's words and conduct excited, 
we deemed they were in danger, when, 
concurring in opinion with Margaret, heir 
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ladyship's head woman, and Donald Mac- 
donald, a highly-respected vassal, resident 
in the castle, I lent my assistance to help 
to convey the infants away at night, and 
gave them to the care of Maud M*Laiirie, 
a reputed witch, then living in a lone hut 
in the Glen of Morris ; and her ladyship, 
apprehensive of persecution from the noble 
eari, who had taken possession of the cas- 
tle, and solicitous to become the nursing 
mother of her infants, she resolved to ab- 
dicate her possessions for a while, till, by 
some unforeseen intervention of Provi- 
dence, she should be enabled to repossess 
herself of their rich inheritance ; pursuant 
to this wish, I^ assisted by Donald Mac- 
donald, conveyed her ladyship also to the 
humble roof of Maud in the aforesaid Glen. 

» 

'Clerk — ^Margaret M ^Laurie, answer to 
the court. 

President — What are your testimonies 
in favour of Agnes Mordant, who takes on 
her the title of Brackannan ? 

Margaret — My lord, from a girl I have 
resided in this castle, till some few weeks 
after the removal of my lady, the marchio- 
liess, to the Glen, of Morris ; I strove to 
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elude lihe vigilajtice of her suite, while doc- 
tor Ab^methy md Donald McDonald bore 
her away, shortly after her infant twins 
had been placed in that sombre retreat. 

President — To whose house was her 
ladyship carried ? 

Margaret — ^To the cottage of Maud 
M^Laurie, my great-aunt. 

President — ^Who waited on her there? 

Margaret — ^No one at first, but my 
great-aunt, who was a very infirm wom^^ 
and a girl, then living with her. 

President — ^Where is that giii ? 

M(^Tgaret — Pead, many years, of the 
smallpox, before my aunt. 

President — Did your smnt and this diild 
know ber by the title of Pr^ckanijiau? 

Margaret — ^No, my lord; a$ Agnes 
Mordant, a widow? we introduced ^er to 
them both. 

President — ^^iVTierp Iiave you been, and 
what your engagements since that period 
in which your lady was removed to the 
GJen of Morris ? 

Margaret — To make our pla^s more 
secure, I practised on the credulity of the 
^arl, and appeared ready to enter into all 
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bis schemes; therefore, after the alarm was 
spread that my lady had thrown herself, in 
my momentary [[absence, from the turret of 
the western tower, on which her chamber 
opened, I remained at the castle, becoming 
a joint attendant on the lady AnnabeDa^ 
ooontess <^ Strathbogie, who was in a de« 
dining state of health* After she having 
terminated a short life of trial, and her 
funeral over, I asked permisnon^ of the 
earl to retire from the castle and live with 
my family, to which the earl assenting, 
gave me a liberal purse. I took my leave 
of him, who was then under unfeigned sor- 
row, and of my friends in the caistle, and 
hastened to the Glen, to rejoin 'my loved 
mistress and her dear infants, whom I have 
nursed and brought up, nor ever, for a 
day, quitted this retreat until a few days 
since, when my lady, half frantic for the 
loss of my yoimg lady Oriana, sought the 
castle, in expectaticm of hearing of her 
chikl, and where I have now followed hen 

President — Does any one remember 
this lady coming in search of her daughter ? 

F^asml^^Ye&9 my lord ; I, doctor Aber* 

c3 
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nethy, and a brother hind, with a nurse^ 
were with my lord and lady Arminia on 
her entrance. 

President — Let doctor Abemethy enter 
the court. Pray, do you, doctor, remember 
this lady coming into the earl's chamber? 

Doctor — ^Yes, my lord president The 
earl's mind, at that period, was not perfect- 
ly sane ; his weakened, ideas were much 
disturbed at the sight of that lady, for 
clasping the hand of his daughter, he ex- 
claimed — **See, see, already doth the yawn- 
ing grave and the deep ocean yield its 
awful dead, for there thy aunt and grand- 
sire stand confessedly before me,'' 

President — Let Margaret M^Laurie 
again appear ; (addressing her) why does 
not Maud M^Laurie appear to give evi- 
dence to the person she received into her 
houise ? 

Margaret — My lord president, my aunt 
was v^ry old at the time she received my 
lady, and is since dead; and when that- 
event took place, doctor Abemethy and 
Donald advised me to take the name of 
Maud, and her attire; for as idle supersti- 
tion had caused the peasantry to shim the 
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Glen, because my aunt, better informed 
liian the generality, and possessing talents 
not frequent among the vulgar, had ac- 
quired the reputation of a witch, and as 
seclusion was the point aimed at, had her 
death been known, we l\ad been less se- 
cure in this retreat ; beside the supposed 
lengthened years of Maud, by my as- 
suming the name, strengthened the vul- 
gar opinion. 

Donald McDonald was then called, 
whose evidence so exactly corroborated 
those ^statements given by Abemethy 
and Margaret, that after cross examina- 
tion of them, and some few of the elder 
of the household, they were dismissed, and 
Furgerson was ordered to appear, on tlie 
part of the marquis, in order to substan- 
tiate his avowal, that the person before him 
was the true marquis. 

Puring the past examination, the earl 
was extremely restless, was observed to 
bite his nether lip, grind his teeth, and 
frequently envelop his head in his plaid, 
uttering stifled murmurs, noticed but by a 
few around him; at other times would 
smile derisively, as conscious his counsel 
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would defeat their testimonies^ as suborned 
to state what had been said« while bis 
counsel, struck witi) the dear^iess of their 
evidence, began to see he hpd engaged ii) 
a bad cause, apd w^ half t^npted to throw 
up his brief. 

Furgerson entered. 

President — Furgerson, do you know 
this person ? (pointing to the marquis). 

Furgerson — My lord president, when a 
man looks in a glass, does he know his own 
face ? We were bred up together; I taught 
himto spin his top, and other childish sports, 
for which good ojfSces, he, gaining the start 
of me in wisdom, improved ifty poor un- 
derstanding. By turns I was his playmate, 
his servant, and his pupU, for which I have 
loved him as my own soul, and have served 
him with faithfulness ever since ; (looking 
at the earl) 

^* And salr fleggM be that heart, 

That gar*d sic faithfu* friend to part." . 

PresidenU^VLow long did you live with 
bira, and how long is it since you quitted 
his service? 

JFurgersqn-^t never quitt$4 it;^ iny lord 
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president, though I have for some time 
hved apart fixnn him ; but as I have much 
to say» much in purport, I will be as brief 
i|$ the nature of the truths I have to utter 
vill permit I wa9 chosen by my loved 
chieftain to be his companion, when order* 
ed to the Continent for the recovery of his 
health, which was fast declining. One night, 
during our residence at Venice, as I was 
attending my lord from one of the theatres, 
o;a foi>t, crossing a dark passage, a cloudy 
sky, pot conunon ther^, &vouring a darker 
de^, I saw an ^rm strike at my chief, 
which blow J caught on my elbow, and 
drawing my dirk, plunged it into the aa*. 
sassin's side; he staggered and fell. On 
finding himself wounded, he cried — " This 
is justice! merciful Heaven, grant my par* 
don, and yours also, Brackannan ! but re- 
turn not to England yet; this is Strathbo* 
^e's work ; and so intait is h^ on yoiir 
destruction, that should he find my arm 
has failed, he wants not other mean$ to 
perpetrate his will." 

The earl rose — " Villain, 'tis false ; let 
not the base calumniator proceed; dear the 
C9urt.'' 



President^^My noble lord, you forget I 
am here ; resume youtr seat-— you shall have 
a patient hearing too. 

Strathbogie wrapped the plaid round 
him, and hid his convulsed tace within its 
folds. 

Furgerson-^DinAng this short but pain- 
ful declaration, my chieftain and myself 
led him to a surgeon's close by, who, on 
examining the wound, pronounced it mor- 
tal, though he might survive some days* 
We all, accompanied by the surgeon, re- 
paired to a magistrate's, at the wounded 
man's request, where not being fit to be 
moved, for fear of instant death, he had 
accommodations there, my lord and the 
surgeon remaining with him all night, 
while I was held in charge till the morning, 
when the business of the day came on. 
The wounded man evinced great contri- 
tion, and begged the magistrates would 
take his deposition immediately, that he 
might have a few hours unengaged by the 
world, before he quitted it for ever ; the - 
request was complied with, and when 
taken, a copy was retained in the court re- 
gister^ and this, signed and sealed, was 
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delivered into my lord's hands ; but fear- 
ing my lord's tenderness of heart, I begged 
I might have the care of it^ and have worn 
it round my neck from that hour till noWr 
The dying penitent was conducted to our 
house, where my chief and self never 
left him until he expired, the following 
evening, calm and resigned^ repeating his 
entreaties that we would not return to our 
native land for some time. During his 
short but painful suffering, he put a letter . 
into my hand, sealed, with Strathbogie's 
crest and coronet, the superscription of 
which was to himself, bidding me send it 
to England, as his lord had written it pre- 
vious to his departure from the castle, say* 
ing — " When you have done the service 
you are engaged to do, forward this to 
me ; be sure, Furgerson, you now do so ; 
at the receipt of this, his suspicions will be 
lulled, and your lord not appearing for 
some time, all will be safe." 

Furgerson then took the sealed parch- 
ment from his bosom, and handed it to the 
president, who, on examining the seals, 
pronounced them to belong to the Vene- 
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ttan states. Its contehtji wete thto order* 
^ to be read aloud. 

Clerk-^The dying confession of Morgan 
M^Gilpin- 

A deep groan was heard from the eari. 

Clerk — I, Morgan MH^iilpin, late first 
groom to Hugh Ardmore, earl of Stra£h-r 
bogie, of Ardmore Priory, in Ross-shire, 
do now, in the last few hours of my life, 
shortened by the just vengeance of offends 
ed Heaven, most humbly commend my 
guilty soul to mercy, and implore the for- 
giveness of the most nolde Hamilton, mar-t 
quis Brackannan, for all the crimes, instil 
gated by my lord, I have committed 
against him, which I will arrange as well 
as bodily pain will let me, for my poor 
soul's sake. On the death of Lionel, the 
l^te marquis, when the family were in 
deep affliction for his loss, my lord sent for 
me to his study, and bribed me to imitate 
the writing of the late lord, a thing I often 
vaiinted 1 could do, and had given many 
specimens of my unhappy skiU in various 
hands; I therefore wrote what he should dic- 
tate^ which was to alter some dauses m the 
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late chieftain's will. A few weeks after this 
he expriessed much uneasmess that there 
was a male in the Brackannan Ikie, and 
hinted his passion for the beautiful young 
marchioness, the great Dunbleath heiress. 
" This Hamilton/' he would often say, 
*' stands between me and my soul's ambi- 
tion ; that strcxng fortress, my good fellow^ 
once overcome, all other barriers would 
soon be broken through." I seemed not 
to understand him, for I shuddered at his 
words ; at length he told me, if my own 
pronootion and his friendship were dear tQ 
me, I would not scruple to rid him of his 
cares. For some lime my soui recoiled at 
the idea <^ murder ; but, alas ! one step in 
vice soon makes an easy passage to the 
rest ; the golden bait was splendid, and I 
complied. Procuring a deadly drug, I 
watched my opportunity, and mixed it in 
a glass of whey the marquis was to t^ke at 
night ; but that invisible Power who over* 
rules man's will, in mercy so ordained it, 
that the medicines the miffquis was then 
taking counteracted the potent draught* 
yet so lurked in his constitution, and im^ 
paired his health, it was thou|^t expedient 
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he should try th^ ail* of a milder climate. 
Far from rejoicing at the failure of my vile 
attempt, I mourned my own loss of quick 
advancement and chieftain's sorrow. Thus 
bafHed, the earl grew desperate; he put a 
«tiletto into my hand, bade me repair to 
Lond<»i, wait the arrival of the marquis, 
follow him step by step, stop where h^ 
stofpped^- and lodge in whatever town or 
street he' lodged in, to change my style of 
dres$, day by day, strike that weapon to 
his heart, nor see him, as I valued life, 
until Brackannan slept with his forefathers, 
giving me a letter, sealed and directed to 
himself, which I now deliver into the hand 
of the marquis. With this letter I receiv- 
ed orders to send it to him as soon as the 
deed was done ; wretch that I am to obey 
such hellish orders ! but my soul suborned 
to guilt, I boldly made the attempt last 
night, when, all-gracious Heaven be prais- 
ed ! his faithful vassal, who, in the dark- 
ness of the night, or more eflfectual dark- 
ness of my soul, I saw not, arrested my 
daring arm, and gave this wound, of 
wliich I die, in humble trust that my con- 
trite spirit, though of short date, may k^ 
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ceive mercy, unmerited mercy, at the hand 
of an Ahnighty Ruler of events. 

(Signed) Seig. Rodalvo Rodovico, 

Seig. Mastatia Biancia, 

Sitting Magistrates. 

Sebastiano Meletzego,> 

LODOVICO RiALTO, 5 ^^^^^^' 

Court-Hail, Venice, 
Sept. 6, 1727. 

During the perusal of this paper, every 
eye was turned on the earl, whose convul- 
sed frame bespoke the horror of his tortur- 
ed mind. Insensible to the scene around 
him, his disjointed reason faintly uttered— 
" True, true ! it can't hp true ; falsehoods 
fly in the air, and rest on every tongue. 
You, you," to his counsel, " you know all. 
Speak! — Arminia abandons me to ruin, 
perfidy, and malice ! Oh, my child, be- 
lieve them not — Ha ! ha ! ha ! ha ! — Ma- 
lice, poor malice ! we shall catch them trip- 
ping — Mark him well, and then don't say 
I told you." 

The marquis would have gone to him, 
in the hope of composing his mind, but the 
president forbade him, asking the earl if he 
felt the heat of the court too much, or if 
he wished to retire ? 
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^ Tlie €arl laid his hand on the shoulder of 
his counsel, and said—" Mark that ! does it 
not jsmell <rf something r then giving a 
scornful look round the hall, threw his plaid 
again over him, and cried — " A window-— 
give me breath." Again he was solicited 
to quit the court, when, sinking down in 
his chair, he bade them leave him to his 
fate. A deep, half-stifled groan every how 
and then burst from him, as they proceed- 
ed* 

President — Why has this person, call- 
ing himself Brackannan, suffered so many 
j^ars to elapse ere he laid his claims ? 

Furgerson — My lord president, I will 
be as concise as possible in the remainder 
of my melancholy tale, nor enter into each 
sad particular that wrung the noblest soul 
our Highlands ere gave birth to. The un» 
happy M'Gilpin was no sooner interred 
than we quitted Venice, proceeding by 
sea, as most beneficial to my lord's health, 
to Palermo, there to winter; but in the 
Mediterranean we were overtaken by an 
Algerine corsair, boarded, and carried into 
Jthat city, where, by these merciless traders^ 
we were sold to a Japanese merchant, resi* 
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dent at Algiers, who, finding my lord was 
skilled in botany, he ordered him to his 
country-seat, to superintend his garden. 
I, pretending also to be an expert gardener, 
in the hope I should not be separated from 
my master, succeeded, and was appointed 
to assist him in his labours.. This was no 
small alleviation to the horror of our situ- 
ation. There bard, unremitting hard toil, 
fflled our days, and bitter anguish was our 
guest at night, as from existing circum* 
stances we were not able to write, to state 
our situation. At the expiration of ten 
years, our hard, imfeeling master died. 
His heir, living at a remote distance, or- 
dered the estates should be sold, and we' 
remanded bade to Algiers, were again, 
like cattle, put up- for sale. 

A Scottish noble and his friend, led' 
by curiosity, or,. as it proved,' by higher' 
motives, attended this inhuman traffic. 
Struck with horror, he threw his eyes 
around, his manly breast heaving with 
s3mt indignation. My master^ noble 
mtexi arrested his attention, while my 
Highland brogue; aiming, to cheer. hiiS' 
drooping' spirit^* struck on \m ccmipaff^ 
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sionate ear, on which he purchased us? 
and placing a sum in my hand sufficient 
for the purpose, bade us regain the Britisl>^ 
shore, his friend, as generous as himself/ 
seeing us safe on .board an £nglish vessel, 
ere they would q[uit a city to which they 
had taken an utter abhorrence. The only 
pleasure the retrospection of it could ever 
afford was, that they had wiped a tear 
from off a Scotsman's cheek ; nor did the 
generous friends here stay thek humane 
munificence, for from two other captives 
they jointly stole the labouring sigh — a 
negro father and his little boy ; nor coun- 
try nor colour swayed their boimty; to 
whom, as they likewise gave money and 
freedom, the young negro refused it, en- 
treating to repay in part their obligation 
by faithful love and service to his father's 
deliverer. I never shall forget the child's 
expression, as he said — "Go, fader, bid dear 
moder sing, dance, and pray that Zanga 
be always faithful ; her son no express 
love better than serve whitey man, that 
send dear fader to her." Furgerson w^peil 
his eyes as he spoke this sentence, adding 
—My lords, excuse my age; it is weak,. 
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The enraptured father embraoed his son, 
and on his knees entreated his benefactor 
to accept the grateful tribute, and I canna 
doubt but the laird has been a father to 
the boy sinsyne. 

We asked the name and quality of our 
deliverer in vain, and then lost no time in 
regaining this our native castle, where we 
fondly hoped to be repaid for our long term 
of cruel servitude. 

When on the road, we learnt first one 
sad tale, and then another, till meetipg 
with some vassals, who recollected not our 
altered, care-worn frames, confirmed the 
news. Misfortunes, and now the heart's 
anguish, so overpowered my lord's facul- 
ties, that for a time he was totally derang* 
ed. So painfully circumstanced, I deemed 
it impolitic, in the state of things at that 
time, to make ourselves known at the cas- 
tle, though in my lord's intervals of sense, 
I strongly urged him to make his applica- 
tion to the throne, but in vain ; he was be- 
come so wedded to misfortune, that ali 
things were a blank to his benighted mind, 
save the dear pleasure of dierishing his 
gnefSs He would walk round and rounds 
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thesfetely pile, talk of his p^t enjpymenfcsf, 
of his irreeoveraMe loss, jtill strolling down' 
fee hill one day, to add to the needless 
stream his- drops of sorrow, he found the^ 
bank broken down, and a cavity by the side 
of the poreh ofthe western tower, which the 
rude wateils of the Spey had made. This^ 
led ta the vault within the chapel. On en- 
teiing it, he discovered the monuments 
erected to his own and lady's memory, with 
coffins of costly drapery, to receive their 
remains, if ever discovered, and at their 
feet, the twin infants' coffins stood. On 
turning to me, who silent followed, he saw* 
his father's and his sister^ ashes. He 
dasped his hands, and exclaimed—^" Even 
in- tyratiny and usurpation, still there's* 
mercj. Again I am in possession of every 
thing that made life dear. Here is my old 
castle's walls ; I am rich and happy ; here* 
with these beloved objects I will fix my 
abode. Leate meto the sole possession of 
my sorrotrs*-**leave me to my mournful' 
joys.-'' 

Various were the nu)des I practised ttr 
aswiiken reason; but almost annihilating^ 
pasden ->8eiwd- hkn^ whenevfer I -appeared.- 



Fen: many dajB he shunned me ; at lengthy 
fixed to the latch of the gate, I found a 
paper, written with pencU— ** 'Tis you drive 
me mad. I am calm but when you ap- 
pear, officious fool! Leave me, and my ^ 
heart's treasure ; hide thee in a cave, as I 
do, and lament the moment you struck 
M'Gilpin to the heart Fly from the fape of 
man, but mcM^ especially fromStrathbogie'6 
sight, nor ever sound my name! Go, 
seek a distant soil ! leave Robin and mi- 
sery to the winds of heaven !" 

Penetrated with sorrow, and not know- 
ing how to act, I sat down on the bank, 
when, spying a small craft, I soon found it 
to beakinsman. Ihailedhim,whendrawing 
in to shore, I stepped on board, and confer- 
red with him on my lord's lamentable state. 
My honest friend bade me take comfort ; 
he would take care to convey viands, &c. 
unobserved to the broken gateway ; and as 
he traded frequency to a little town be^ 
neath the Plinlimmon heights, if I would 
take up my abode there for the present, he 
would bring me frequent intelligence of 
my lord ; imd if expedient, take me back 
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to him — " For though," continued tnf 
friend, '^ many strange things at first w^6 
circulated, yet time, and the earl's munifi- 
cende, have silenced every tongue, or diang* 
fed the hydm slander into bigoted attadi^ 
inetot* 

Thus assured, I resolved to take my 
(Hend's advice ; and ]^hu»ng our only bag- 
g^j^e, which contained leopard's skins^ 
which had been our bedding in Algiers^ 
imd jsoine sandals, \^dthin the porch, I wrote 
as follows on the box which contain^ 
them — ^^ My lord, I obey ; if at any time 
you wish my services, write as now, and 
^x it as beib(re9 and a few dbys shall bring 
me to you; in the mean time, your fkith- 
fiil vassals |>rayers shall be for your re- 
tiitning peace* Keep this, lest you forget 
Furg^erson." 

Fjpom this period my hinsmi^n brought 
Me word monthly of my lord's disti:^sful 
state, though his bodily health seemed UHf- 
Impaired. Withm the last two yeat« he 
iftd discovered my friend, as he was phr 
dinghis accustomed supply within hisdwell- 
ing, when, bdng in a more cc^ected frame 
of mind, he blessed him and mc^ and hade 
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Vvax say, some day he would see me» when 
lie had acquired sufficient strength. 

In my retreat in Wales I remained more 
than eight years, in hope of being recsdledt 
when I providaitially rescued the Jbdy Oru 
«na, firom whom I ieamt that her widowed 
mother, driv«ihy misfortunes, with atwin« 
brother, resided in the Glen q£ MondbsL 

The stoong resemblaace she bore to tiie 
master I deplored, with many axroborat- 
11^ circumstanoes, induced me to quit my 
letreat, to obtain firom her mother, if poc- 
fiible, the piu1;ieulws of her life ; and now; 
my lord j^sident, in grateful thanks to 
Heaven for the part a^ighed me in iOm 
tragic tale, I conclude my naceative 

His voice no sooner ceased, thauB -miuv 
mur was heard of ^^ Room, voom ! Zanga 
wiUhaveroom!" The crowd yielded to the 
boistetous strengdi of a young negpro, wbm 
threw his arms round the neck of Ftiiger- 
i5on, and then rushed to the chair of the 
maiquis. He instantly recognised himt and 
.embraoed him. 

. ^'jlh, Znx^ want iMreath, dear kind 
massa ! I aee you again ; oh, this is joy ! 
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Many time, great many moons past, yoii 
make poor fader and Zanga happy ; point 
to great blue sky — talk of anodder fader ; 
he live for ever ; see poor whity man, poor 
negro man — pity both. Ah, poor fader and 
Zanga! when hard taskmaster flog for 
no much work, we laugh, say no mind sor- 
row now, we be happy bimbye ; two good^ 
whity men tauk us-^-teach go to heaven. 
We no bare see you tare poor sore hand; 
you no like sun, no like work ; we no 
mind ; take up your spade, put down own; 
,no care surly buckram man ; take ten 
lash, spare you one. Ah, massa, glad Zw«- 
ga's heart seci you two again T 

" And mine too, my kind young fidend,^ 
replied Brackannan. 

" Ah ! if poor fader saw you now, he 
glad ; jamp, sing, dance — ^give great feast 
own country. Oh^ my heart tick with joy !*' 

Nor were the hearts of the marquis and 
Furgerson less rejoiced at the meeting with 
their fellow-labourer in bondage. . But the 
attention was soon turned to the earl, who, 
fiantic from the force of guilt, starting, said 
*--'* 'Tis time innocent sufferings should be 
rewarded ; but what, what shall guilt en- 
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dure! Ofa hide, shield, crush meT and 
&inted« 

I^y Brackannan instantly withdrew, 
conducted by the happy Zanga, who tnade 
up to her as soon as he leatnt she was the 
wife of his dear massa ; and as she wiped 
the eye of setisibillty, he said—" No cry, 
dear lady ; let hateful buckram man die ; 
he no worth tear.** She pressed the hand 
of the African, and thanked him for his 
tenderness to her lord, as she passed to the 
chamber of lady Eglintoun, who, with 
Oriana, were endeavouring to sooth the 
agitated spirits of Arminia, who, but too 
weH convinced of her father*s guilt, could 
not stand the public avowal of it. 

The marchioness related the circumstan- 
ces that appeared on the trial, in terms as 
gentle as the truth would permit, and spoke 
of her father's contrition, to mitigate the 
anguish his acknowledged guilt would fill 
her mind with. 

On this she rose; the tears, which till now 
had freely chafed each other doWn her pal- 
lid cheeks, ceased in a moment — ^^ Contri- 
tion! oh, most unhappy father! it must 



be deep— 4t will be bitt^ ! Dear, tender 
guide of my in&nefrf ever indulgent 
through my ripening years^ though friends 
despise, and the whole world abandons thee 
to thy bosom's keen anguish, yet thy chil<^ 
thy grateful, loving Arminia,. shall hover 
over thee f yes, dear sufferer ! my assiduity 
and tender love shall sooth thy painful eon^ 
flicts, or share thy bitterest griefs T Look- 
ing round-^'* Dearest fidends, adieu t I 
go a wUting sacrifice to a parents fatal er- 
rors — to liv^ to move but as his mind'a 
sad agony shall direct.'*' 

Oriana said — '^ I will go too, sweet 
mourner ! — I will console you in the hour 
of respite, and be partaker pf your toils ; 
ibr your dear sake I will love Strathbogie^ 
forgetting he ever meant me any wrong.** 

'^ Ak9 ! not so, sweet friend ; you and 
yours muisn think of him with horror. 
But pray, all pray for him, and teU my 
brave, my injured Horatio— —no, no— ^no- 
thing.'* 

On saying this, breaking from Oriana's 
hold, she rushed from them to seek the 
apiurtments of the earL 



He \^a8 just borne in his servant's annsp 
speechless, attended by the doclprs Gregory 
find Abemetby, Maltbus, and the mar« 
quis, on whose breast bad sunk the head of 
tl^ guilty earl, alive to the bitterest an« 
guish of Gonvieted guilt, shrinking from 
the voice of consolation from his injured 
brother, who breathed nothing but pity 
and forgiveness in pious ejaculations^ 
When they had placed him on the coucfat 
he cast his supplicating eyes to heaven, on 
Brackannan, and to heave*i again ; his lips 
moved, but utterance was denied him. 
Getting on his knees, he grasped the hand 
0f Bmckannan, drew it to hisbeating hearty 
then rested his head upon it» 

His anxious daughter threw her arms 
jound him, raised his fallen head on her 
shoulder, and kissed him — *^ Speak, my 
dear fath^! your Arminia's bursting 
heart cannot bear to see you so; rise to 
your seat ; your enfeebled frame cannot 
endure this position. I, your child, will 
kneel for you — help me, dear uncle, to raise 
hun." 

At length the powerful voice of his lov- 
ed girl roused his dormant fsiculties ; tears 



,S(J liTRATHBOGIir. 

were a prelude to recovered speech. Pressk 
ing his child in his arms, he said — ** If 
such a guilty wretch dare ask a blessing, 
grant, sweet Heaven f thy choicest gifts to 
my Arminia !" On hiding her face in her 
bosom, he continued—" Speak, love, to that 
much-injured man ; I dare not ; his suffer- 
ings, his patient endurance, his exalted vir- 
tue, have subdued me ; his compassion con- 
founds me; reproach had been mercy to it.'' 

" Gk)od, my lord," said doctor Gregory ; 
'* elevate your mind from earth to heaven, 
if man's endurance subdues you thus ; let 
the forbearance of an offended God elevate 
you to holy gratitude, to reverential love 
and awe." 

The earl issued a deep groan; Arminia 
cast a look on her reverend friend, which, 
he miderstanding, replied, in an under-tone 
— " Dear lady, a gangrene must be probed, 
but the instrument shall be guided by a 
gentle hand.'' — His medical friend advised, 
for the recomposure of his mind, that the 
marquis should leave him, observing, his 
mind ought to recover some degree of 
strength, before he or his family should be 
admitted to him. 
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On tliTS^ Brackannan, pressing his hand, 
said — " Oh, thou merciful Being! who hast 
upheld me so long, shine into his benight- 
ed soul ! pour the balm of consolation on 
his wounded spirit, and confirm his peni- 
tential sorrow !" 

The earl grasped his hand ; and on let* 
ting it go, clasped his own, as for prayer. 
Jna few moments he said — "You, holy 
men, who best can point the siimefs path 
to mercy, read and pray ; my thoughts, 
with my whole heart, such as the destroy- 
ing fiend has left it, shall join you/* 
. The marquis, on quitting the chamber, 
sought his study, to meditate in private on 
the past, and compose his own mind, which 
had undergone much agitation during the 
late scene. 

The earl having evidenced against him* 
self, though facts were evident without 
that, which made further interrogatories 
needless, the title-deeds were put into the 
hands of the marquis, which he recommit- 
ted to his steward's care, nominating Fur- 
gerson and Donald inspectors-general over 
the whole domains. 

i>3 
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The household, who now diought of no- 
thing bat fcrellmg and joj, were engaged 
m prep ar ing for evenmg sports. On this 
feachingthe ears of the mardiioness, she 
summoned the heads of them into the ves- 
tibule and thus addressed them — ^ My 
iMd and self thank you^ our fidthful vas* 
sals, fat the lively testimony you are about 
to cffer of love to our persons, which, ^t 
some future and more oonvenient season^ 
we sbd approve, and bedefighted tore^ 
eeive. But let ns not fi»geC the eail 
Stnithbogie has been an indulgent and 
just master to you, and for nearly twen» 
tj yearsr has united yoa in amity. Hi» 
errors, which have not a£fected your 
welLdoing for a mmnent, shcmld not,, 
must net efl&ce your obligatimi. Tri» 
Bmphs and rejoicings would insult his^ 
deeply-wounded spirit. Let us therefore 
entreat you not to add to his affiction by 
any instance of ingratitude to him, nor in- 
crease our affectionate coocem for him^ 
Besides, reflect on your tnily-^imiaUe, a£^ 
flicted lady,, our dear niece ; think you she* 
could brook the bonfire's Uaze to meet her 
weeping eye, or her sad ear delight in 



STBJlTHBOGIE. $0 

filthy when a loved parent sufiers ? I am 
sure your feeling hearts will yield to rea- 
son and to love.'' 

Donald stepped f<»rward. '' In the name 
of your faithful dans, honoured lady, I 
pray you dinna object to some testimony 
c£}oy being held at the Glen, whei^oe oiiir 
sports canna be irksome to ony here ; for; 
in truth, a' hearts are sae fu', they canna 
.|)ear sic pleasure unex{Mre89ed.'' 

'^ Go, my excellait Donald ; to your 
« jind Furgerson'$ disaretion I leave this s£^ 
.lair-" 

Donal4 bowed his thanks ; and when 
Im lady refined the family, he, a^ nuov- 
hers oi the vassa|s, repaired tp the Glen of 
MoiTis, there, as he jocosely ^d, to invite 
the barpi^ t9 Vf^^ n\eny with them» 
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CHAPTER IV. 
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<* Sweet, rouse yonrselfy and the weak, wanton Cupid shall^ 
from your neck, unloose jfour amorous folds^ and, like a 
dew-drop from a iion*s mane, be shook to air.^ 

While those things were passing at the 
castle, lord Eglintonn was labouring under 
the most painftd doubts of his reinstate* 
*inent in the heart of Oriana, whom, as yet, 
he knew but as the daughter of the wi- 
dowed recluse. His unworthy conduct 
now flashed deep regret on his conscious 
lieart ; yet, from her amiable and gentle 
dispointion, and the full conviction, that he 
had held, not long since, a place in her 
afiections,.badecheering hope rise from the 
ashei^ of despair. 

While Aese fluctuations buoyed his spi* 
rits up to obedience to her commands, in a 
moment the sweet solace was dashed firom 
his sickening heart Oriana, cm the mom* 
ing of her departure from the cottage at 

Snowdon^ extracted a promise from Askew 

8 
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and Mrs. Sandford, not to acknowledge 
they knew of her return to her mother, 
lest he should again molest her, to which 
they readily acceded. A few days after 
her departure, Edward wrote to Dudley, 
in which letter he simply observed, as 
Miss Mordant had now left Mrs. Sandford 
without any comment, he proposed being 
in town, with all possible dispatch, where, 
if he did not find his lordship, he should 
bend his course to the abbey, to inspect 
the workmen, till his arriral there. 
' Askew had no idea this simple mention 
of her could have raised such a whirlwind 
m the breast of his friend ; yet so ingeni- 
ous is the active spirit of man to become 
its own tormentor, that he readily sug- 
gested, had not some great evil befallen 
her. Askew would have spoken more freely 
of her ; and what eviX but a rekpse of her 
brain fever, that had prompted her again 
to flee from now imaginary danger ? A tor- 
tent of dreadful i^as broke on him night 
and day. He called to mind those days of 
•chivalry, when, by the most daring &ats 
«of valour, they could regain a lost mistress, 
ix appease -her just resentment j ^ buf^ 
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alas f what will valour nvail me ? C^ |t 
rescue her I adore iirom the evils my heaj- 
$troqg passion hath driven her into ? Will 
it calm like perturbation oi that lovely ho* 
som, the seat cfevery dignified virtue, th^ 
agony of which has despofled her enriched 
mind of reason? What path then is tber^ 
for me to take ? A wretch F a sdf-m^de 
wretch ! I dare not see my mother ; I dare 
pot seek Arminia ; I have not courage to 
mnounce to them my viUany, and agwi 
to play the hypocrite is impossiUe." 
' expressed by these tormentii^ reflec* 
apm, he waited not the arrival cf EdwarcU 
.)>ut resolving to luU his bittar feelinji^ 
/fnidst the din of arms, wmt post to the 
jibhey^ ocAected dll he could command cfr 
influence on his estate^ to jcnn him in the 
gener^ cause for the house <^Hanover«^ 
'So prompt wsts he, that, wh^i £4ward aiv- 
'rived, he scprcely found 9 mpde on the e^ 
.tate, except the gr^dsire and the infiuit; 
but wa£f well pleased to learn that tjbe vi^* 
coimty with a numax>us train, ^va& gQB^ 
to join the royal standard; and while do- 
hating in his mind to follow him, a coiir 
n^ wncfved fiom his fiiend, desixin^ hint 
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to lose no time, but join liim at Litchfield^ 
where he had presented his troops to the 
jtoy^al duke, telling him he hid reserved a 
lieutenancy of horse for his dear Ned. 

Askew was on tiptoe at this news, for 
often he had advised the young peer tO' 
this step ; but ere Askew could join his 
regiment, it had moved to Carlisle, where 
he arrived just in time to see that garrison 
surrender to the royal stnns, and to become 
nurse to his friend, who, having received 
a slight wound in a skirmish the day be- 
fore, would not be advised, but anxious to 
lead his own men to the attack of this 
plaoe, increased the fever to an alarming^ 
height. 

On Edwerdls learning the cause of ]iis 
precipitance in joining the royal standard,, 
he informed him that his apprehensions had 
heen groundless. Oriana was safe with 
her mother, and that her extracted pro^ 
mise bad caused his not saying| more Ib 
his letter. But the truth eame t€K) late to 
receive credit irom Eglintouo. He grew 
daily worse ; his mind bent on the fitir vior 
<im of false pride, his firuitful &ncy deN- 
'picted hm in th^ «ame lamentable state as 
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when he foand her on the Plinlimmon 
heights: Under this impression, he asked 
for ink and paper to write to his mother. 
Edward was well pleased at this, knowing 
his mother's answer would silence every 
anxious doubt. 



To the Right Hon. Viscountess EgUntoun. 
" Confusion and horror unnerve 
my trembling hand, while, with reluc^ 
tance, I give to your knowledge truths, my 
dear and honoured mother, that will shock 
your generous nature, and for ever deprive 
me of that maternal confidence which hi- 
therto has been my proudest boast. Yet 
I dai?e not longer impose on your unsus- 
pecting tenderness, though it constrain me 
to criminate myself. Yet, dear madam^ I 
must still implore your pity and compass 
«ion, nor lose, unasked, that forgiveness 
the sincerity oi my contrition lays^ claim 
to, ere I venture to expose my conduct, 
which you will feel in the most poignant 
•degree. Oh, Oriana ! there, there lies my 
crime t Yes, dear girl ! I have subjected 
her to trials^ Heaven (naly know& how so» 
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tere ! I have unsettled that fihe reason^ 
and despoiled that &ir form of tiiose daz* 
zling charnis that first enslaved my en« 
raptured heart; the which the fear of los* 
ing filled my base soul with stratagems 
most unworthy, while pride whispered I 
dared not raise her bright, but lowly me* 
rit to the high rank I held, though it 
shrunk not from the foul action of seeking 
miscreant aid to force her from your tender 
protection ; but when I fondly hoped she 
was securely mine, her pure, indignant 
spirit eluded my vigilance, and fled. At 
my last interview with you I sought her, 
with aching heart, when every pang I felt 
received a double sting firom lady Armi- 
nia's too-well-grounded suspicions, and 
your ladyship's avowed confidence in my 
integrity. 

" After three days search, Ned, Mrs* 
Sandford, and myself, met with her, bereft 
of reason. Together we bore the lovely 
sufferer to the cottage from whence she 
had fled, and while on the verge of the 
grave, she pronounced my pardon, but ba- 
nished me her presence, I reluctantly 
obeyed, yet not without some faint ray 
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that my fixtxm conduct would rdnstete 
me in her &vour* But, alas t that feeble 
ray has left me notbhig but my own guilt 
and her unmerited sufferings to rend my 
tortured heart. Again Ae has fied» and 
hope and seardh are vain. Lost to her, to 
you, and to myself, I have led my vassals 
to the field of honour, where I hope my 
public ocmduct may restore to my ancient 
house that honourable name my private ac- 
tions have disgraced. Should I &tl in this 
essay of my liege duty, for I am stiU ill 
with tiie wound I received (m first entecv 
ing this city, may I hope, ever-revered 
mother, your pardon may reach me? Ok 
that I eould know that Qriana lived, oiv 
Hving, know that she was safe fixHn the 
rude grasp of violence-f-^that her sufiering 
merit had obtained a shelter beneath the 
dome of pitying goodness, a ray of com- 
fort would dawn on my last momentsj 
She wUl, if Uving, speak forgiveness to my 
lifeless corpse ; then do not you, dear mae* 
dam, withhold yours firom your penitent 
son. To-morrow our troops enter on their 
march for Glasgow, at which place I hope 
to meet a loved mother^s greeting of peace 
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ind pardon, the alone oonsolatiod, now, of 
your ladyship's most wretched son, 

Eqlintovn; 
^ Boffol Camps Carliile, 
Jan. 1> 1746-" 



» 

Oriana, in her little narrative^ had ben 
strenuously cautious not to name her 
persecutor, from a tender regard to his 
highly-esteemed mother, whose sense of 
truth and honour was <^such genuine pu*- 
rity, that idie recoiled with secret horror 
from those who could force these strong 
barriers of moral rectitude, while to the 
world she sought a palliattTe to rescue the 
fallati f^pom its harsh contumely, cherishing 
in her own bosom the miki ray of pily and 
regret, that ever glowed with universal be- 
nevolence. 

To spare the feelings of this excellent 
lady was one of the motives that influenced 
Oriana to secrecy, yet not solely. Ihid* 
ley had many and great excellendes. This 
truth gently whispered, and proved to her 
that he was not hateful, though she strove 
to drive him from her thoughts. Sh^ 



€S STKATHBOGIR 

could not bear to expose him to bk tn&^ 
ther's high displeasure— to her Horatio's 
just resentment She no longer wished ta 
be his wife; honest pride forbade that 
wish, yet she might pity such defection 
amidst so many perfections; she might 
pray for his happiness, and Usten to the 
loud praises which the widows' and or-' 
phans' voices proclaimed with gratitude. . 
Mrs. Askew's dying pillow had been 
smoothed by the voice of consolation from 
him, and her son had still cause to bless his 
integrity, Mrs, Sandford's little history, 
and all her present enjoyments, were strong 
in her memory. She saw with regret the 
danger of such an assemblage of vice and 
virtue in the same diaracter ; but while she 
armed lier mmd against the one, she ao* 
knowledged, in their fuU force, the other. 
She felt, in its full force, his conduct to 
herself, but she had pronounced forgive, 
ness, and a mind like hers, early trained to 
the soft feelings of philanthropy, could not 
but admire a character, whose hand, obe- 
dient to the dictates of humanity, was ever 
ready to gratify one of nature's noblest 
principles. 
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Tims, while die was anxious, from vaii- 
ous reasons, to conceal his conduct, the 
viscount, in the agony of despair, un- 
folded the whole truth to his astonished 
and incredulous mother ; for, amid all his 
faults, she could not believe him disho- 
nourable. She did not suspect him of hy- 
pocrisy, base and treacherous; how hard 
for the maternal bosom to yield the dear 
delusion ! She must still think him that 
upright, exalted character she had ever 
thought. 

" Alas, my child f as she reperused 
the painful hnes ; ^^ alas, my son ! stung 
for her loss, and loving her as I wonder 
not you do, your manly reason yields to 
the quick sensibility of your nature ; while 
^unmiating fancy, in the meagre £:)rm of 
-penitence, usurps its vacant throne. No, 
my Dudley errs, often errs from the vola- 
tility of disposition, but never harboured 
premeditated villany." 

Reflecting thus, though it increased h» 
anxiety, resentment bore no part in her 
feelings. Her first thought was to meet 
him at Glasgow, see the state c^ his health, 
and calm his apprehensions relative to lady 
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Ofiana, whose altered £)rtunes he was jet 
m stranger ta 

*^ Yes, my son! this news will ^^e&t&te 
«id invigorate your sinking healthy and 
reason will Bgain hold het rightfiil sedt o^ 
your manly brow/' 

. She run^ ordered the caniage without 
delay, and, Mriping the crystal from her 
jfiiU-fraught «ye, repaired to the sakxxit 
where the marquis, his wife, and daugfa* 
ter, were variously «nployed. Her lady« 
ship's dejecticm was apparent The mar- 
quis rose to readi a tseat for her^ when he 
observed — " All is not wdl; you have 
been in tears, dear lady.** 

^ I am on the pomt of a joumqr, my 
good Mends,^ replied die viscountess. ^' I 
have reedved a painful letter from my son, 
who is wounded, the tenor of which coi>- 
"veys to my mind mcnre of -mental than bo- 
dily disease. The carriage is ocdered for 
my immediate departure to Gla^ow ; if I 
iind him unfit to proceed as far as EgUur 
loun Abbey, I shall sdidt, at your friendly 
^ates, a few days repose." Then, .address- 
ing lady Oriana — >^^ Tis your matchless 
^ec&ms, my jweet fiiend, which float 
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In tny non^s vOmd^ and disorder his whole 
fiame. His restless- anxiety to discx>v6ir 
your retreat, and rescue you from the grai^ 
of villany, has overcome him," 

Oiania, at the commencement of the 
lady dowser's speech, felt her heart beat 
heavily. A latait spark of tenderness 
mck^ied at the thought of his being 
wounded, for they had read in the gazette 
his having joined the royal duke. A pal- 
lidness suffused her face ; but as the lady 
mother proceeded, indignation lit her fii^ 
cyesL ** No," she secretly said, " his peni- 
tence is insincere ; he has imposed false- 
hood on his mother, womiding her benign 
l)6som with fictitious incoherence." 

Conscious in her concealment, she had 
recourse to no falsehood. Her motives de- 
rived their soujtee from the genuine spring 
of t^idemess, whUe his deception could 
flow but from a more depraved heart than 
^e bdieved him capable of So mean a 
subterfuge she could not reeondle, and 
^8 ahnost tempted to declare the truth, 
when^ the visoouat^ss, presenting the letter 
io her, requested she would read it to her 
par^its. . . 
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She took the letter, though ill calculated 
for the task ; but regaining sufficient sdlj& 
command, she read two or tliree lines, when 
her voice faltered — ^her hand shook; she 
ceased, and hurried the rest in agitated si^ 
lenee, <ill the paper fell from her hand. 

Tlie affrighted father took up the letter,, 
and read it, while the two ladies attefided 
on the ail-but-fainting girl. 

" I have sad fwebodings, dear child," said 
lady Eglintoun, ** lest I have deceived my- 
self out of my too great confidence in Dud- 
ley. Be candid, Oriana ; speak to my ach- 
ing heart the truth, though it bring dag- 
gers with it.** 

She cast an eye of supplicatidn on the 
dowager, and whispered — ^** Be solicitous 
of no farther inquiry." 

But the marquis, fired by the contents 
of the letter, demanded, in a dignified tone 
— " Is what this young man writes true? 
Speak, Oriana ; your concealment stigma- 
tizes your purity." 

In vain she- searched her inventive fa- 
culties to fall on some innocent expedient 
to save the viscount fi*om their just resent- 
ment. Brackannan waited impatiently her 
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reply, when her mother observed — ** If, as 
tl^ lady dowager believes, his wandering 
sense unjustly criminates himself, speak, 
ehUd ; you cnly can subdue the rising in- 
dignation in our breasts/* 

** It is fit, my young friend," replied the 
dowager, ** though myself and son may 
suffer, that you name your late persecutor.'* 
She cast an eye on her &ther, who stern* 
ly said — '* Orianm I am all imjpatience ; I 
command you lo nam^ him/* ^^ 

•* Sir,*' replied the^ agitated ijirl,^* H^ 
with painful reluctance I ain thus' Qtm* 
strained to chai|;e lordEglintoun with this 
offence ; but he has been too severe on him- 
self— -indeed be has done himsdf much 
wix>ng in th^t letter/' 

'* Enough,'* said the marquis ; '^ r^tir^ 
my love/* 

** One word first, I entreat your lord- 
ship,** as she rose to obey^ 

" When next w€ meet,** replied her &- 
d^r, " for I trust Brackannan's daughter 
cannot ask what Brackannan must refuse ; 
bi|t not a word: at pre^nt; you shall fajs 
withl^ld from us 1)ut a ^hort spaee,** as he 
led her to the door. 

VOL. IV, IS 



"ivlly the wofAs of her yomig fneud, lAius 
reluctantly oonfirming >so ^ painful * a trutil, 
te be able to speak ; Ht length she uttered 
— " Unhappy mother! did I ever %lunk 
Khisr maternal bosOtH could discsard 3rou9 
thou rtain'to my houte's honourT* soumih^ 
again the letter, '* and yeC to abandc^ him 
to his present feefing, my poor; penitent, 
guiky Dudley J but no; I williiot go^ts 
him." 

At thai moment the carrii^e*^MFas'aii- 
*nounoed; She paused; then iiresiolut^y--^ 
'*^ Noi I wiH not go ; order tile horses in*b 
theistables again— I will write.** 

•^Not so, my good lady," said themai^-* 
quls; " let the carriage wait for further t)r- 
tders ; I think your ladyship right to defer 
your journey ; Abemethy and myself will 
* occupy its vacant seaf 

** Alias ! my lord," tsried the tap^mfiliiig 
•mother, ** I know but too wdl what the 
world detnaiids in such a case; but yea 
Wid I| Braokannan, harelmdlong enough 
fto discriitaiitate > between true and 4Use^ ho- 
<liour. T^ h€M0d*imaginsftieR kS yootk, 
Gt irreligion, would seek^^rewmp^oe^^Mr 
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weh outrage but in blood ; yet experience 
^aily shews that bitter regret arises to both 
parties fix>m such false prindples. Would 
it hei^ten tlve blooni qn the fair maid's 
dieek, or to her noble and enriched mind 
add one graceful endowment more ? Ad- 
mit it would, let us view the darker 
i^ade of ibe portraiture* See the crimipd 
abnost-r^iay, quite annihilated in this as- 
suagement of resentment^ behold the ill* 
regulated soul issuing from its pallid lip 
into the presence of its Creator ; the senti^ 
ments of their breasts are dianged, 'tis true, 
but how changed ? Resentment dies, and 
horror revives. In a moral sense, I hokl 
duelling a disgraceful invaaon of social 
fellowship, «till more inimical to the Chris- 
4idn'fr nobl^ precept/' 

** I grant to your ladysfaipV argument, 
tj^ sword and pistol are too often the play- 
^igs <^ fools; impetuosity sometimes 
inoves them finally destruetive ; but in the 
hands of i^ and ^xpenenoe €bBy are duly 
tempered: Uke all subordinate 4;hings, they 
me dangerous or usefidas they are abused 
erased^ I n«st Jose dl pretensiimst ma- 
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^am, to the fedihgs of a man, much less 
those of a father, to pass unnoticed such a!a 
iiisult." , 

" Yoiir Icjrdship,^ replied the viscount- 
ess, ''lias heard me as warm on this subject 
when the offender has been unknown to 
one, when youthful ardour fired your own 
generous bosom. My son is dear to mfe.; 
Heaven, who gave him to my age,, only 
Joiows how dear ; yet thus deceived in hin^, 
I would yield .him to any punishment that 
threatened not his life ; though the mother 
-SO strongly swells in my bursting heart, that 
to shield him from pain or sorrow, and re- 
trieve him from the path of error, I could 
freely resign my own life." Risii^g to quit 
the joom — " I leave you, therefore, n^ 
lord, with a full-fraught heart to purs\|^ 
what your better judgment shall dictate; 
I leave him to your mercy, Brackannah ; 
my maternal feelings are roused, and sick- 
ening apprehension pervades my whole 
frame, though I have the fullest confidence 
that passion will not sway your aiAioi^; 
therefore take this penitential letter; you 
will have time to contemplate its contents 
ere you readi the )camp ; and on your re- 
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flim, deliver it or not into my hands, 
as typical of my son's safety ; should Hea^ 
ven permit his fall, let me not see this 
writingrr-let me not have so bitter a re- 
metnbrancer of him/' 

In saying this, she wrung the hand of the 
marchioness, as she moved towards the 
door. . 

" Stop, dear madam," replied the mar- 
quis ; " I cannot leave you in anxious doubt; 
'tis true I feel the insult, and must resent 
it, but I ask not blood as a recompence^ 
much less life,, unless it is a life active and 
blameless for the future. I mean to chas^ 
tise, not annihilate your son ; his mother's 
virtue is his breastplate, through which I 
could not pierce. Be tranquil in- my ab- 
sence, and, with my Clementina, mark with 
attention the movements of Oriana's mind ; 
that is a new-bloyn flower, whose peculiai; 
sweetness my heart is proud of; and strive 
to draw my loved Arminia from too close 
attendance on Strathbogie's chamber. I 
tremble for that dear blossom,, whose filial 
piety raises her in my affection much higher 
than the near tie of consanguinity. . By 
this time Horatio knows he has a father ; 
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iH)r win I quit the cuaxp^ my Clementina, 
till I haye emfanieed my son." Then ad- 
. dressing the dowager, '/ Whfle the £ither, 
Sn a twofold sense, |ilays ronnd my heart, 
fear not, dear friend, that I shall be un- 
mindful of your feeUngs a3 a mother." 

The good lady locked her thanks, press^ 
ed his hand, and replaced her head <m 
the shoulder of the mardiioness, where it 
had sunk almost overpowered on hearis^ 
his lordshipV assurance of his friendly ki- 
tentions towards the viscount. 

Doctor Abemethy was now sumtnoned, 
and they both seated themsdves^ m iMs 
cliariot 

Oriana, on quitting the ittlooh, had re^ 
tiied to a small loom in the r^ht wili^ c^ 
the castle, which commanded aview of the 
centre of the building. Whether her la- 
dyship had any view in choosing this spot, 
or, lost in thought, chance led her to it, 
matters not; but her eye being fixed on the 
carriage, she slirieked aloud <m seeing her 
Either and the physician, unaccompanied 
by the viscountess, drive from tiie porch ; 
she flew with precipitancy back to the sa« 
loon— ^' Oh ! father! Dudley ! it was tlus I 
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fisttwclt 't9fB$ tlife^Xchrfaded! why-' woiiMi 
Wjiotiiew? onercrord had softened alL*^ 

.''Oriana^tbe compoeed^ child; there ia 
no cause for such alarm ; think you kd^r. 
Eglintoutt or injself coudd he sck. tranquil^ 
ifdax^er waited either party?" 

** Ah, dear mother! I know yoor firm-' 
SOS, your resignation^, but your chiU is 
not so hieased-— too weak to ecMitempla^ 
lAmk Ae dreads with your grand and 
dignified compo0aie4 my &ther knows* 
not what be does ; why^ seek him? — irom 
whom? But no, 'tis too late now — ^that 
word, that would have saved" — she paused^ 
and rung the bell ; then taking two blank 
leaves from her pocketbook, she wrote on 
one—*' Furgerson, too kte now for truth 
to be of service ; wound not, therefore, if 
possible, the noble marquis. — Qriana." On 
the other — ** Zanga, be silent as you have 
been grateful. — Oriana.*^ 

The marchioness observing her, asked 
what she meant by that? Wiping the 
tear, as Zanga entered, she shook her head» 
but replied not. 

The negro took the papers, and seeing 
<)ne to himself, said— *^ Ah, poor massa! 
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no weep, missee ; Zanga weep, that enough ; 
w^ep all day, all night, till dear massa re* 
turn ; you no fear ; Zanga faithful ;" and re- 
tired. 

" Explain this enigma, Oriana." 
" Excuse me, my dear mother ; it woul<J 
only add to my discomfort." - " 

On this they pressed her no further, buf 
sought every means to wear the gloom: 
from her mind, which increased with lag- 
gard time, that seemed to close his pinion 
in the lord Brackannan's absence. 



"'*'♦ . ^ 'I, 
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CHAPTER V. 



** Sad is my day, and tad rtry lin^ring niglif. 
When wra^p'd in silent gri^f I weep alone ; 

Delia is lost, and ail my past delight 
Is now the source of unavailing moan. 

** Where is the wk that h'eighlei^M beauty's charm ?^ 
Where is. the-face that fed my longing eyes ? 

Where is the shape that might have blessM my armsf 
And wher« those hopes relentless fate denies ?^ 

Of our gallant colonel we have been some' 
time silent, and afi our ideas have been too* 
much engrossed with domestic concerns^ 
to admit of a political tour, or military 
marches; we will visit lord Montreal,, now 
no longer . Mordant^ at the camp before 
Carlisle. 

Horatio^s prepossession in favoufr of the 
viscount mduced him to*, express, much 
satisfaction on hisairival at Litchfield, but 
was forcibly struck with> and greatly cha-. 
grined by, the estranged deportment of 
lord Eglintoun; at first he rallied him:» 

E 3 
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but when to all his interrogatories rela- 
tive to the ladies Eglintoun and Arminiay 
and his sister, he marked an inexplicable 
something, from the cool reserve o£ his 
answers, with a constant endeavour to 
shun Horatio on all occasions, this de^ 
termined our young scddier to let all pass 
for a time unnoticed, but to seize the first 
&vourable moment to make himself mas- 
ter of the motive of such ccmduct; but,^ 
at this juncture, the general cause left no 
time for private disputes. 

On the evening of the army's arrival 
before Carlisle, the tent of lord Monfreal 
took fire ; &tigued by the ihy^s march, he 
was makii^ to another for the night, when 
passing the visoounfs tent, a eentinel ae-^ 
costed him — ** A' benisons fe* o*«r yere 
h^edy my bra* colonel; it wi' be wed gif 
ye tak* ony rist to-neet ; gin ye wi* enter 
here, ye wi* find my laird wondrous ill ; he 
is e'en quite cauldriflfe — ^I beg ye'B gan^ 
in^ colonel; leal as I am, I wad prefer a 
bed to a bullet, g^ I were my lord.** 

«" To a bullet!" reiterated Horatio, m^ 
i|^rang into the interior of the tafit^ where 
be ;found Eglintoun half undressed, paong 



with huttied step and pistol in bis hand, 
muttering — ^ I will: go now; but which 
way shall I take ?'' 

^ Whither would you go^ brother »I- 
dier?^ »ked-Homtio: 

*'To Bet^hfsr I have driven niaBd.*^ 
' *^ And prilfiee, Tiseount, whc^* inm^ iSmhI 
Im^ 

' Eg^ntouir tamed, and started^ to an« 
sieer*-^*' That will din^e younMnCtoo^di^ 
Qrianar 
; -^ What of Orian% my: Ibtd ?"" 

Eglintoun sunk intc.a Aair, and turn. 
ki§ Urn butt-end of tbepistol ta his Mend^ 
said — ^ There take it, use'it,: but do joott 
9»k for Oriiaiia^-*! am a — r-" 

^ Whatever you are," said tte ocdonel,. 
*^ tibis- is i\0 iSme, for resentment— go ton 
bed; you are ill, sir. I request you wiH go; 
to bed, «id tell me what yoa Ipusw of 

n 



*^ That'sr the pomt; beeausB I do not 
know, I wiH not sleep till she is^ found." 
' ** Why, pesr, ^ to bed ; she is fiwnc^ 
&r she is at Brackannan^s eastleJ' 

" No, no, no, Horace; 'twas I drove the 
lovely fugitive from the Snowdon heights..*' 
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" How long since ?' 

*^ Oh, longer than I shall have power to 
count" 

Montreal had that moming> in a lett^* 
Sxam his mother, been made acquainted 
with the happy recovery of his father, and 
spoke of Oriana as. then paying her du» 
teous attention by her father's couch. The 
visoounf s incdherency therefore created no 
^larm in his mind; he again requested he- 
would go to bed — ^** You should have been' 
advised, and have rested quiet at Litchfield ; 
the march has irritated your wound, and 
brought on this fever. Come, I will lift- 
you into bed, if you will not go." 

** What ! shall Oriana lie unprotected, 
exposed to I know not what, and ' I in- 
dulge i» luxury and ease ? No» no, I wilV 
after her.* 

** Stop, EgfinnSoun ; will you not trust 
me, her brother, to seek her ? If you will 
lie down, I will jgo in search oFher, and give 
her that pn^;$ction she has need of; fear 
not~I will secure her, and punish him wha 
wrongs her." 

•• You will go, Horatio ?*• 

** Yes." 
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"1 am contefnt," i-eplied the yisooimt, 
and threw himself on his bed. 

M<mtreal secured the pistols, which he - 
fimnd charged^ and, seeking the tent of. 
the surgeon, desired he would watch by , 
the viscount till the morning; although he 
was satisfied of his sister's safety,, yet he 
felt uneasy to know what circumsitance. 
had arisen to endanger her person, which 
thus wrought on the viscount^s imagi- 
nation; and, partly guessing the truths 
acoounteid for Dudley's extraordinar3r con-^ 
duct from the time he joined the array.- 
In the morning he inquired of the sur-^ 
geon what had fallen from the peer in his- 
wanderings; but found it amounted to* 
what he had heard, and no more^ and that 
from a composing draught he had slept 
some hours, was then awoke, and the fever 
much abated. 

Under his present feelings Montreal 
oould not think of visiting him as a friend 
or brdtiher-officert at the same time, wish- 
ing to do away firom his mind the terror 
of Qriana's uncertain fate, he inclosed his^ 
mother's letter in the following note :-« 
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. ** MY LORD, 

*' A brother, jealous of a sistef 's ht^ 
ncur, win wait yot»r beingin a convalescent 
state, witihi imptt!etice, fm an explanation* 
df ytmr late condttet ; to facilitate whidb^ 
tbe endio^ufe will silence aR yoor appie^ 
hensiottS' with regioid to hdy Gbiana's: 



, Eg^loiin i^^ the w^aaximikess's letter 
with a milture of oonfusion and joy, aiict 
rppUed to- Monti^al, that while . he eon- 
gratulatied hiiH on so happy an event as^ 
hiis mc^ther^s tetter spoke of, hut naore par** 
tioulai'Iy on the safety and .xestoned healtb 
of his allelic sister; he ooudd noff bu4^ on- 
bis dw^ part^ tfsg^ that hy bar new ac» 
quirements he had lo$t^ thougfi deservedly^ 
the exalted pleasore ormmufestiii^his ar- 
dent affection, and the sineeiity of hia ccm^ 
trition;. that te* bis friend Askew was 
just arrived, he should tjMive himi to eisr 
plain all things to his loTddnp^ saxA hoM 
bliotiseU* ready to give all hon^iiable satis^ 
&ction,. when atKl whiece'hialoKdsbip shonUb 
think proper,. 
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A few days restored the peer to compa^ 
Mire health, ttnd Askew having explain- 
ed the painful drcmMtances to MontnoiV 
a day was appointed in which the de^ 
manded satis&ction was to be given ; and 
Horatio with the sut^geon were waiting at 
the docMT of the viscountf s tent for hint and 
A&feew, Vfhen the marquis and Abemethy 
Ansie u|>, iil^uiring^for lord viscount Egliti-' 
tbun. 

Aberhethy addresi^ng Horatio, said^^-^ 
* Are you, sir, the viscount ?" 

** What r cried Montreal, '' doe^ mili- 
tay splendour so put in masquerade your 
vale-bred Horacie, that you do not kno^ir 
me^ doctor ?*• 

* I kfiow ycHi rio#, my lord;^ repGed 
Aberaetfey. 

*• Wha are you ?** cried Brackannan ; 
^ but T rteed HOt asfe-^-«ly Clemeittina'G^ 
features grace my boy,'^ etnbiaidng feam. 

"^ And do i fekl a &tber to my heaM? 
!Nfyw my nobl^ mother's i»any years isuf&r- 
ings are repaid. Slrange^ most strange, aMi 
mysterious, are the ways of Heaven." 

The father and. son were lodced in each 
9therV evt!thtBi6e, vkhexi Eglkitouii aM his^ 



9» 



88 STEATHBOGIE, 

friend came up to them — " How was it 
that my father asked for Eglintoun? 
Sought you not Montreal ? Was not your 
son the object of this visit ?"* 

** In part, my boy. But an insulted fa- 
ther comes to meet an audad<ous villain 
lord viscount £glintoim> I mu«t chastise. 

The peer, who had kept his hsatd over his. 
eyes, fix>m the moment he knew he stood, 
before the father of Oriana, replied-:—*^ I 
am ready to^ answcfr evety cail on Mb&IL 
name/' 

Montreal^ producing a brace g£ pistols*,, 
said—'* For my Oriana these have beeix^ 
prepared.'' 

The mantis tiJdhg the pistds^ repDed — 
^ To xae, young man, bek>ng$ this ofSoe.'!^ 

Turning to sAdress the viscount, he 
gazed on him andc Adkew for a few mo- 
ments — ^* Merciful powers, were you evep 
m Algiers ? — ^both, both, wepe you. not ?'* 

" We ware," replied Askew^ 

^ Did not that man purchase from' 
ilaveiy twa Scotchmen,, and Zanga, a 
Moorish boy ?** 

« He did, sir." 

The marquis> ^ving the pistols back 
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iQto the hands of his son, said — ^* Moii- 
trea]^ this quarrel shall be yours ; I would: 
not raise my arm against my defiverer's^ 
breast," taking the hand of Eglintoun. 

But Dudley drawing back — " My lord/. 
I am unworthy'' 

"Not of my thanks, benevolent young' 
man. Montreal, to this noble youth I am^ 
indebted for my present bliss; but for him. 
I had been yet a slave, and you, your mo- 
ther, and your sister, still the obscure pea- 
sants of their own castle's vale. How, how,, 
young man, could you tarnish this honour-^ 
able action by such a breach of honour?'* . 

" Upbraid me not ; shame and confusion 
are my only j^nswer. Say, how left you 
my mother? has she no pardon for her 
son ?" 

" By us,'' replied the marquis, ^ she has 
sent none." 

" Lead on, lead on, Montreal," cried 
Dudley ; " I am impatient for this ren- 
counter." 

" Ay, so am I,*^ said Abemethy, taking; 
one of Brackannan's arms, as Montreal lean- 
ed on the other ; ** I'll see feir play for the: 
lady Oriaiia's sake.'* . . 
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^ That the k sarfe and luq^, IS die ool^ 
tttidietxm my will igia^BUe of ftefii%^ for 
I hsVe made sad sUpwraJL <^ 

Tbey socm reached the spot ^^uxted,. 
and as Abeiseti^ and Aikew nsn-ked the 
distance, Aackannan- sud — ^ My son, I 
entrnst my ddirerer to yofor ccmdnct ; in 
the just lesentnifflfit yon fed, fin-get. not 
how mueh I am his debfanr." 
- Montieal bowed — ^^ By « noUs mother'^ 
lessons I have kamt, nr, to curb resent* 
mail" 

• Dndley then eonung up, took the hand 
of the mmquis-^^ My ktd, yon honour 
me fay saying; I had somewhat contributed 
to your present enjoymeirf;; I am lliank* 
fid to a higher power, whose mercy gi:^ed 
my wandering steps that way at such a 
momentous epoch of yoor existenee-^y our 
thanks are due to Heaven, not - to me« 
Bttt, as the humble instrument of good to 
you, permit me to entreat you will pres^it 
my unfeigned penitence to your kMrefy* 
daoghter, and to my mother.'* 

• He paused; his ag^ts^on would not let 
lam proceed. 

The nuuquis embraced hamr'^iBd he re- 
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eeived th^ pistols from the hatids of Askew. 
Montreal fired one of his over Ihe Viseount'tf 
head ; then Eglintoun, on one knee^ dis-^ 
charged both his in the air, saying—*^' Moa^ 
treal, you have one left." 

" Yes," replied be, " to be twnedi^nirt 
my own breast sooner than dgainst thy 
generous bosc»n; dear to my heart shf^ 
ever be the man that gave BrackannaH 
Hberty." 

Here mutual congratulations took plaee> 
and the viscount mtroduced the marquis 
and Montreal to the roya^l duke, from 
whom Braekatman obtained leave of ab« 
senoe for. the viscount on the score of 
he^th ; the next day takirig leave of Mon^ 
treA and Askew, Dudley, accompanied by 
tte m»quis and Abemethy, repaired to 
the castle. 

Furgerson and lady Oriana had talked 
over the circumstance of Eglintouto*s being 
the person who had delivered him and the 
marquis from slavery; and^ thouah im-* 
p Jed « they W been wifl, satiLtion 
at seeing th^r brother in bonds at the 
castle, it never occurred to the marquis; 
that his mistress's son had been his pur^ 
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ehaser; the locality of things left littfe 
room in his breast, or even in Furgerson's, 
for any occurrence to occupy a place there^ 
irrelevant from the immediate circum- 
stances as they rose ; he therefore thought, 
with his young mistress, that as hia 16rd 
had been hitherto ignorant of who his de^ 
liverer was, it would be most prudent to 
keep it a secret, if possible^ lest- any evil 
should arise from his present journey. But^ 
the anxiety of lady Brackannan, who saw 
the rose fade on the cheek of her daughter; . 
never rested till she had developed thid' 
strange and unmeaning kind of secret. 

Calling to mind one d&y Zanga's look 
and words, as he took the papem from 
Oriana's hand, and marking tlie ready tear 
that trembled in the honest creature's eye, 
she asked lady Eglintoun how she came to 
the possession of that boy ? 

« I think," said that lady, *♦ Dudley pur^ 
chased' him from a lot of slaves, the pro- 
perty oi a deceased merchant of Algiers ; 
pleased with the good pr^iciples of the 
boy, then but a child, he gave him to my 
care. I have found him so faithful and af> 
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^e^iionately assiduous, that I fed a yeij 
jstrong regard for the young man.** 

A pious gratitude lit the fine counte- 
iiance' of the happy marchioness^ as she ob- 
^rved» the hand of Pro vidence had, most 
graciously, not <»ily restored her and her 
Joved Hamilton to their &nner state of 
happiness, but also in a way most eonge- 
:fiial to the sensitive mind ; " for now, dear 
.lady, ii^ the son of his esteemed friend, he 
'.will recognise his own deliverer/* 

T^e. marchioness then proceeded to in- 
. forpi'her of Zanga's unruly joy on the dis- 
covery of her lord and his servant, a^, 
.having been alike enslaved to one man, 
so alike released by the same friendly 
.han^ 

While they were commenting on the 
unerring guide of weak and thoughtless 
roan, Zanga entered, whose es^r aiad 
watchful ear caught the first sound of the 
chariot- wheels as they retraced the avenue. 
. His eagle eye, though at a distance, disco- 
v^re<| his own master making a third in 
the carriage. Opening the door of the par- 
lour, he e3(.ultingly announced their arrival. 
^\ IfioWt' missey, now, my lady, they cornj^. 
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Massa, my lor^^ Ixith deiEir massa* H» f 
ha ! Zatiga no w^ now. Sing Moorish 
song, make all kugh/* 

Brackannan soon fcSi&wed ' the haf^;^ 
negro, who smiled as be retuitied the let- 
ter to lady Eglintoun. •* You are avenged, 
my child; the outrage eommitted against 
you has met Its chastisement, and is fredy 
fcrgiven by me. The viscount is in thfe 
adjoining room, waiting yours and his no- 
ble mother's pardon.** On which the lady 
"dowager quitted the room. ^ I had,** con* 
tinued the marquis, " but to look on his 
' noble countenance, and gratitude, with the 
whole burst of joy which has of Idte been 
•mine, became, on the instmit, th^ inhalit 
tants of my breast. My brave boy Mt- 
%led the rest.** 

** iffow is our son— my Inother ?**iit oiMie 
Interrogated the ladies. 

*^ Well and happy-^and DudOie/s^woita 
' ^Mnd/* to Oriana. 

' ^^ Oh ? I am satisfied, since ray £M:herKe- 
eognised' his generous deliverer. It was 
jSM, and only that, my lord, I woidd hav$ 
said, when your command forced tne fipom 
your preseaee. But «fiNr 'Dudley, I faadiiot 
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^ You are not w^ my idi3d ; youlook 
laler and tfaiittier sinoe i lefb you.*^ 

^ No," replied lier mother, '* the agita- 
tion of her spixits has excited aalowiever, 
idnch will ahortty yield io the gatisfiK3tittti 
she feds at your letum.'' 

fThe visooimless novr ioirodueed har 
^Boa to llie marchioness. Unlike tbe gay 
Mttie of a fbvr mcmtlis past, a conscious 
hlush lit his fioe, as. he bowed on the hand 
^ extended to ^ve him w^loome. 

^ Qnana," tsaid the marquis, ^^ I eoM 
not reilise to my deliT'erer the* pimple boon 
he asked, which wag^ in person, to soe for 
jwidon ; that granted^ every barrier to our 
miltuial harmony will be remoyed.* 

: ^Summoning her native dignity-, srh^ MSl^, 
aadt Addressed the viscount, who wasH^bout 
to «p&lki^*^ I cannot, my lord, t^iussG^- 
.^cited, ' refiise a repetition of that for^ve- 
'ness I remember to have pronounced, 
'when my weakeii^ imaginfttion searcefy 
'gave^mepowertoknowtirhat I dkl/ iNow, 
w\d&t a ^eat reoollection, and with a sih« 
verity' as pare a« I^ woidd^kive attached 4o 
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my name, I pardon your loirdship/and wiH 
endeavour to oUiterate fix>m my mind, as 
toon as possible, this ofience ; wishing only 
to remember how much I owe you in 
a loved Other's presence.** 

*^ And is that all, dear Qriana ? May I 
not hope to be again' restored to that envi- 
able state I once held in your heart? If 
not, I diall indeed have cause to curse the 
hour I ever so trijQed with my peaca Un- 
der the chUling atmosphere of lady Oriana^s 
este^n, I cannot exisi.*^ 

** Hold, my good fellow,** srid the mar* 
quis, smilhig ; '' that is extending your in- 
fluence beyond what I authorized, or ev^ 
you asked : what say you, Oriana, to this?** 

** To check at once, my lord, the rising 
idea, I shall beg leave to retire. May your 
many virtues, £glintoun, procure you that 
happiness they have a daim to! 'When 
to my heart's satisfaction I have perfinrmed 
the promise I have just made of drawing 
the deep shade of oblivion over the past, I 
will then step ' tortk and own myself your 
friend, gratefully cherishing in my bosom 
that service, which, in the person of my 
noble &tber, yOu have ifendered m?.** 



On this^ bowing to all, she Quitted the 
foom, laaving on each mind present vari- 
ous degrees of astcniishment and admira- 
tkxL 

It wovid be presumptuous to describe 
tibe vffioount's fedUings; they were poig- 
nant ; those alone who have felt the keen 
invoke of disiqapc»nted love can feel for 
DucUey. 

The lady dowager, when satisfied of her 
sqd'« safety, .3delded not to the strong emo- 
tion of her heart She manifested, by her 
ecMidiiiet, how mueh she had :felt the out- 
rs^ he had been ginlty of. He saw with 
p^ it wxHild require some tiCne to rein- 
state Mm in her confidence. He loved 
and csireKd his mother too well, not sen- 
siUy to feel it. This, and the lady Ori- 
mCs inflexible rejection of him^ stole all 
Us se]f.<Kimplacen(^. 

He bad obtained leaxre for a fortnight^s 
afamce; but, as Oriana totally absentedr 
hendf iram the family during his stay, he 
in a^few d«fs took Ms les^e, to return tq 
the causp, endeavouring to <say, with his 
nMieh*stadied ]9uaimond — 

VOL. IV. . » 
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^ ^ Adiea, ye walls that gaard oiy croel fair t 
No mon* I'll sit in rusy fetters bound ; 
My limbs have learnt tbe weight of arms to bear. 
My rousing spirits feel the trumpet's sound." 

In her esteemed brother, and his friend 
Askew, he sought a solace, when the du- 
ties of the camp gave him leisure to reflech 
Montreal flattered him not in the idea that 
his sister would ever commit her happi- 
ness to his keeping; therefore, aided by 
Edward, he projected various schemes to 
give his thoughts a more profitable bent. 
But, alas ! be had borne <Hily his exterior 
self away, his spirit still lurking in and 
round the castle, as bis fond fancy pursued 
its loved inhabitant. The impression she 
hsd made on his heart had totally changed 
his character; and though in some in- 
stances it was improved by that diange; 
yet it pained those who knew and valued 
him, to see the inroads it made daily on 
his health. But the return of Charles 
Stuart to his charge having given ii^sh 
energy to his adherents, luded by a fresh 
supply from the fiiends of the chevalier 
St. George, ihere was noiv but little op, 
portunity for reflection, exd^pt that of how 
best to annoy the enemy. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

'^ The purest treasare mortal times affbrcQ 

Is spotless|reputation ; that awa j. 

Men are but gilded ioam or painted clajr.** 

Let the reader turn his thoughts to the 
humbled earl and his fair daughter; the 
one we have seen sunk in de^p remorse, 
tlie other penetrated with sorrow. The 
health of Strathbogie had not been injured 
bj this unexpected sti^ke. His spirits 
had received a shock, 'tis true, which he 
seemed incapable of overcoming, and which 
the kind efforts of the family to soflen 
served but the more deeply to oppress. In 
jBonversation he was embarrassed, and ire- 
quen1iyveryunconnected« With much ap- 
parent sdf-abasement, he would offcen revert 
to his breach of aigagement with lady 
B^iintoun «i and though tikat lady no lonr 
ger esteemed her once-valued kinsman* 
yet her gentle pitying overcame h^ justly^ 
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excited disgust, and, with her accustomed 
suavity, would entreat him to think no 
more of it, as the contract was no longer 
held sacred by her than whil^ it promised 
happiness to their children ; that her fair 
cousin, whether her daughter by alliance 
or not, would ever hold a second place in 
her maternal affections. But whenever he 
met the exalted mien of the marchioness, 
dbe ^0 had been eyewitness of so large 
a portion of fais guUt, a comrul^e^ifiection 
seiTsed him. He spckel he bieatiied with 
difUcuky, nor searoely dsred he encounter 
her lodk of avi^ldignity. He stiU feaxed 
her penetmting eye would read what he 
still wished, conceited. Nor oould Oriani^ 
though ^e strove, with all tbe delicacy 
imagitidble, tender her kind offices mcept* 
Me. 

But, alasl to such a mind as Stealiibo* 
gild's 0adi iteoiewed kmdngfss was but a.ftaii 
fibel on idmscAf ; it was not poBsiU& fin- hte 
sSpiffts to iWDOvier ihelrliHie, whBe the bright 
wittae^ wl»ch siurrounded him veil 
htSt n ^iroiiger l^bt on his jcnomiitits; 
thi^i^r^it ii^iiaEtand tovoppose fae^ouM. 
no lodger endure a Mcf that produced rest- 
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less inquietiide, and tiie mort m(»rtifying 
humiliation a proud heart could suffer. 

Within those walls, boundless ambition 
had destroyed in him all ra^onal ei^oy«* 
ment That giant who, as. a deity, he 
adored, now, like an angry deity, Mis pon- 
derous on his aching senses, and crushes 
him with its immensity. 

Reflect, oh thou most wonderful of all 
created wonders! reflect on thy native dig* 
nity ; what a noble distincticxi, what ex* 
fitted powers, what superior privileges, and 
the free agency with whidb thou art en« 
dewed ! iPsuise on the capability you are 
gradously empowered with of imitating 
divine perfections, or sinking to the level 
of demoniac in&my. Dh ! think on the 
immeasurable distance between eternal 
blessedness and eternal sufferings ! How 
is it then that reflective powers can choose 
80 destructively, so inimical to reason, that 
reason shudders but to think on it; by 
which the whole inward man is plunged 
into a constant warfare, or lulled into 
treacherous security ? Oh ! rouse ye, my 
fellow-pilgrims, from this voluntary im-r 
prisonment; shake off those lethargic 
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chains that hold yoa subject to the demon 
king, while active reason has power of ex- 
ertion, and reasssume the humble sem- 
blance of a god. 

Though this unhappy man repeatedly 
expressed a wish to return to Ardmore 
Priory, yet hitherto he had been oyerruled 
firom the idea ; his health was not in a 
fitate for travelling ; but, on Brackannan's 
return from the camp, his medical attend- 
ants gave it as their opinion that change 
of scene, was necessaiy to break the chain 
of ideas which eveiy sturounding object 
linked closer and closer, and that active 
employment would help to rouse him fiom 
intense thought, that threatened to . ener* 
vate his constitution. He was therefore 
permitted to fix the day for his departure. 

When it arrived, the marchioness said—-' 
** We would not wish to rob your lordship 
of our dear Arminia at the present junc- 
ture ; but as we find you are resolved to 
join again the standard of Charles Stuart^ 
will you permit our dear girl to return, 
and remain under our protection, while 
you are engaged in your military duty ?" 
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The earl bowed on the lady's hand. 
•^ What says my Arminia ?" 

'^ Doubtless, my lord, when my duteous 
attendance on your comfort is rendered 
abortive, no asylum in your^ absefloe can 
be to me so congenial as these my native 
walls and deariy-plized friends/' 

" Be it so then, lady^" replied the earl. 

As the fair cousins embraced, Arminia 
said— « And must we part, my long-since 
adopted sister?'* 

" Not, my dear Arminia, if my uncle 
wiU pennit me to attend him. I think I 
tead consent here," pointing to lord and 
lady Brackannan. 

" I thank you, my lovely cousin,'* said 
the earl ; " but you know, Arminia, Ard- 
more Priory has been uninhabited some 
time ; therefore there can be no accommo- 
dations fit for lady Oriana. Some short 
time hence we shall be proud to receive 
your ladyship.** 

The joy that young hope had lit in each 
expressive countenance was banished in an 
inst^t at the cold formality of the earl, 
while the marquis and his lady secretly re- 
joiced at the refusal. 



The carnage being announced, an adieu 
was exchanged, with various sensations in 
each distinct breast, and the earl handed 
the reluctant Arminia into it Lady? 
Brackannan asserted, as they drove from 
the house^ she was neither surprised nor 
displeased at the earl's refusal of her Ori- 
ana's accompanying them, though, for Ar- 
minia's «ake, she would have consented ; 
^^but Stratbbogie is deep and crafty. Evesi 
in his remorse, 'tis but too viable that ge- 
nuine nature does not stur within him." 

The marquis sighed. ^ Ah \ who that 
knew Hugh Aj^doiore in his boyish days 
and early manhood could have suiE|>eeted 
what his mature years have mandfested f 
Opeii, generous^ afiecfionate^ gallant^ hie 
HFon the love aaad admiration of dl ihat 
knew lum; norwiUI yet give up the fend 
idea, that his age wi& justify my early and 
strong rooted attachment. I cannot doubl 
that Power Infinite, who has wrought su^ 
wonders for my despairmg mmd, but ^ 
trust his restoring 

— — ' — -^ Those hours on rosy pInionB borne. 
Which brought to every guiltless wish success, 

When pleasure gladden'd each returning^ morn. 
And every evening closed in calms of ptace,*' 
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• • • 

Tli^ earl was missed, and by a few re- 
gretted at the castle ; but that sweet peace 
which conscious rectitude inspires, brought 
to themselves, and diffused around, a ra- 
diant brightness that bade the gaudy trap- 
pings of a tinselled world crouch into shade. 
Was the earl thus peaceful ? nay, was his 
amiable* daughter so ? No ; he, for his 
own, she, for another's faults, sat pensive, 
not melancholy* But how was her won- 
derment excited, when she observed a spi- 
rit of cheerfulness begin to animate her fa- 
ther's conversation. Almost as soon as the 
distant clanking of the chain that secured 
the drawbridge was sounded on their ear, 
he breathed new life. Not so, Arminia- 
This unexpected change wrought in her 
mind various conjectures, which often be- 
trayed her into a vague or heedless' sort of 
reply. 

The earl marked it with a smile, natu- 
rally concluding her regret at leaving a 
scene that had been endeared to her from 
her infancy. JEach tree, each shrub, the 
lake, the aviary, the glen, the meadows, 
with their grazing incumbents, things aiii- 

f3 
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mate or inanimate, had alike, fix>m habit, 
become objects of her affection ; beside, he 
knew her heart was so attached to Oriana, 
from whom he wished in part to wean her, 
that he was by no means surprised to find 
her pensive, or incorrect in her replies to 
his observations ; but while we agree in 
part with Strathbogie, and by no means 
wish to deduct from her filial satisfaction in 
beholding a loved parent regain his former 
self, yet while she rejoiced at it, she could 
not but marvel at the sudden transition his 
spirits experienced, that he who, till now, 
should not raise his dejected eye but with 
evident constraint, shouldgive a free scope 
to his native ease and cheerfulness. 

This engendered ideas not altogether 
suited to her peace, inducing her to look 
on all his words and actions with a jealous 
eye; for however strongly native afi^ection 
and grateful duty pressed on her, her con- 
fidence in him had received a severe blow, 
«nd reason's powerful voice could not be si- 
lenced; it whispered regrets and apprehen- 
sions she, with many a sigh, strove to re^ 
Ject 

Nothing occurred tluring their jotimey 
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yorthwurd. They jamved at the priory^ 
which was ahnost an entire new scene to 
tier ; it possessed its own peculiar beauties, 
which attracted her tasteful eye, and daily 
employed her pendL She saw little of the 
earl but at meals, and when the ^venin^ 
shades oU%ed him to remain within. Fond 
of study, and every means m her power to 
pursue rational delight, her. hours were 
pleasingly filled* She found her fathei^s 
health and strength daily increase ; he was 
cheerful — pleased with her and all around ; 
die rejoiced that he was happy ; yet how, 
under such a load of detected guilt, he could 
be happy, marked a fidse honour, and a 
want of genuine sensibility, that pained, 
her to think her beloved &ther could be 
such. 

After a few days had passed, she found 
her ideas insensibly attracted by the gene- 
lal conduct of the household ; the strong- 
est combination actuated one and all, which 
vexed her; yet she could nbt refirain a 
smile, for if she ordered the most, trifling 
thing to be done, the constant reply was, 
•* we will inform my lord it is your lady- 
diip*s request" Halfangry, she would say» 
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" why should my loird be teazed with sudf 
trifles ?" More tlian once she was about 
to oomplain of the absurdity of the vassaki 
Imt was checked from so doing by thehu<^ 
miKating idea, tiU one day discovering a 
Ibeautiful walk in the park, some distance 
fioDl the priory, without atiy seat on which 
td rest, she requested die head gardener 
would order some to be placed at conveni- 
ent distances. His answer, as usual, was» 
he would inform my loid. On finding, 
some short time afterwards,it was notdone, 
she reminded him of it The gardener, 
apologizing, said he had not beai able to 
obtain the ear of hfs lord since that day to 
speak of it 

"Indeed!" her ladyship replied ; *' there 
is no necessity to trouble my lord on so 
trivial a request I beg you will have 
them placed." 

" I am very sorry, my lady, but I dare 
not; it is as much as my situation is worth.'^ 

** Indeed ! Well, I will request the earl 
myself to cMrder them ; do not you risk his 
displeasure" 

This little occurrence produced a new 
train of ideas, yMdk gave a di(»elish to all 
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lier pursuits. Her pride took the alarm ; 
and not disposed to enter on any amuse- 
ment) desired the caaifiage, that she might 
fake an airing, in the hope to dissipate these 
idle notions that had floated in her mind. 

When the groom of the chamber in< 
formed her the earl was from home, and 
that the horses could not be taken from 
the stables without his orders — "Well 
Ifeen/' replied lady Arminia, "tell the 
housekeeper I wish to speak with her." 

It was now manifest that the system 
adopted had been by the earl's orders ; she 
Was th»efore resolved to make some op- 
position to this barrier to her comfort. 
Why she had sent for the housekeeper she 
scarcely knew ; but on her entering, she 
said — " Pray, Mrs. Bagnel, what strange 
humour has seized you all, that to the most 
trifling request which I make, my lord's 
will must be asked ? Till I entered Ard- 
more Priory I was mistress of my actions, 
and willed what pleased me." 

Mrs. Bagnel looked down, and was si- 
lent. 

" Nay, say upon what principle it is you 
all act thus ?'• 
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** Indeed^ my lady, it is none of our faults f 
we are all anxious to oblige you ; for toy 
ownpart,.your ways, as weQ as your person^ 
do so remind mie<rf'my ktedeu* lady, that 
it seems sacrilege not to obey you." 

*' Bagnel, did you know my dear re- 
gretted mother ?" 

. << Alack, alack! she was a sweet crea^ 
ture! I have been maid and houses 
keeparin the priory thirty-two years come 
Shrovetide, and, I must say, my lord has 
been a very gude chieftain; his vassals have 
nae cause of oomplaint." 

** Of that I am assured, Mrs. Bagnel ; 
J will ask no further questions, nor wound 
any of you by useless requests. My fiither 
shall know my wishes, for I have no doubt 
of obtaining them. Go, be faithful to your 
lord, and you cannot m<Hpe truly obI%e me." 

The housekeeper, on quitting the room, 
dropt a letter; it was evident she purposely 
did so. Arminia therefore read as fol- 
lows: — 

^ DEAB HES. BAGNEL, 

^ Ye are to prepare ^ings at the 
priory wi' a' speed ye can^ as my lord and 
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young lady talk of coming every day, sae 
ye wi' na hear of them ony mair . till they 
arrive, which may he the day after you re* 
ceive this. Ah, Mrs. Bagnel, our oomforts, 
I helieve, is a' at an end, for our lady has 
been spoilt I suppose she is very indis- 
creet, for I am appointed to watch her 
steps unseen, gin e'er she taks a wa'k; for my 
lord says she shall not do at the priory what 
she ha' done at the castle, and desires that 
ye gie orders throughout the household^ 
that whatever she orders is nae to be com- 
plied with until he is made acquainted 
with them. Now, as my lord ha' been a 
gude and bra', laird, we manna' disobey 
him ; beside, it would be sair gin we put 
it in her power to do wrong, for I heard 
him say she should na ride out with him-t 
sal by her side gin she should rin awa. 
Please to gie my lu and gude will to a' 
my marrowmates. 

" Yours to command, 

** Alexander Smithson. 

^ Brtzclcannan Cdstle."* 
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Lady Arminia's mind was immediately 
turned upon the perusal of this letter* 
Placing it on the table by her — " Now 
cx)mes the 'test whether his parental fond- 
ness is, with the rest of his conduct, chan- 
ged or not.** Her mind was much disturb- 
ed till their usual hour of meeting. On 
his entering the room, she arose, as was her 
custom, but with a look expressive of the 
indignity he had cast upon her. Not giv- 
ing him time to speak, she said, as she pre« 
sented the letter — *^ This morning, my 
lord, that letter I picked up^ Prcmipted 
by extraordinary conduct, I read it, and I 
request you wiH say what part of my con- 
duct prompted a (Xice-indulgent&therthus 
to play the tyrant ; if I have deserved it, 
I will humble myself in passive submis- 
sion.** 

The earl looked astomshed at her, then 
on the letter. 

" Nay, my lord, I pray you read it." 

He scanned its contents ; then — " My 

dear, in a moment of delirium those orders 

were given ; yet the hind has written more 

from his own suggestions than ever I in^ 



I 



SftBJkTBBOGtE. lit 

tended— think no more <tf it, lov^'' te«r* 
iBg the letter as he spoke. 

'"^ My loid," replied the mdignant girl» 
'' that delirium, thank Heaven ! is past; bill 
those orders stand yet in fuH force." 

** They shall be revoked, my love.** * 

** I hope so, my lord, and immediately 
too, in my j^res^ice. I partake my noble 
fi^her^s spirit, and cannot sit tamely down 
thu9 injured," pointing to the fiagments ; 
''therefore, »r,brfore theoovers are brought 
in, have the justice to disannul those or* 
deri.** 

*^ Nay, aAer dinner, my little stiff Armi« 
nia, and you shaAl be obeyed. I adcnow* 
le^e ftryseM to Uame in not baving ap- 
{Sfised you <^ such ordexs/' 

** No ^freedom — ^no dinner, my lord ; I 
have Ao appetite in slavery ; in this torn 
paper my conduct is impeached — ^my &ir 
name tainted, and by whom, but by him 
who should shield me from ccmtumely ? 
and to whom ? even to those whose duty 
it is, in idl lawful reasonable requests, to 
obey me. Yourself, sir, early taught me 
what was due to eari Strathbogte's daugh» 
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ter ; nor cm I yield my pnviieges ss sucfa^ 
till my conduct rendersi me unworthy of 
them. Have I your permission to ring» 
my lord?** 

'* For dinner, Arminra ?** 

" No, sir, to summon the servants^r that 
justice may be done me.*" 

it Well, even as you like, child.'^ 

On this she rung ; and on the servantV 
attendance, she said—** Go, orfer the head 
of every department throughout the priory 
to repair hither before dinner is served*^ 

The eye of the attendant was turned on 
the earl, who said— -**^ Let your lady's com- 
mands be instantly obeyed*'*^ 

Curiosity add sun)ri»e spun^d their rea^ 
dy feet; they were immediately assem^ 
bled. 

: " I wish," said the earl, " to dismiss^ you 
all from a painful office. It has been long 
since I have resided on my hereditary es- 
tate ; ther^re wished to prove your faith 
and obedience. You have all done weU ; 
I thank you for your ready, though pain- 
fill compliance. I now revoke those orders, 
as no longer necessary, which have done, 
thoughtlessly, so much injustice to your 
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lady. Henceforth remember, her will at 
the priory is to be what it ever has beeii 
at the castle — alaw. Nowretire.** 

As they withdrew, pleasure beamed on 
every feee. 

Lady Arminia, caressing the earl — 
^Now I again behold my Either; and 
when I take advantage of such generous 
tenderness, then not only the house* 
hold, but your own heart, disown — dis- 
honour me!" then, sinking on her knee, 
continued — *^ And now, dear my lord, one 
petition more, most near my heart, I ven- 
ture to prefer. Oh, spum not your Armi- 
nia as she speaks ! to every wish of yours 
I will cheerfully conform, but that of be- 
ing Charles Stuart's wife. Oh, my lord, 
the hour you enforce that command, fond 
as my young heart is of life, and sacred as 
I hold it as a divine gift, I have solemnly 
sworn to expose it to the most fearful 
events in nature rather than submit. 
Over the remains of my honoured mother 
I made this vow ; and, forgive your Ar- 
minia^s weakness, but her lovely form, 
though of inanimate marUie, seemed to 
smile approbation on me." 
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^ ilise,SDy diild, mid disimss your fears ; 
your h^fmie89 aetaates every movement 
of my faeart» though they appear strange 
to you ; your own wishes skall go hand in 
hand with mine. Fear not again compuU 
sion; your smiles rejoice my heart, and 
time alone will convince you how just are 
all my views." 

Dinner now served^ Anninia's indigna* 
tion appeased, and spirits revived, by the 
^ectionate assurances of the esal, dbe sat 
to it with a thankful and composed frame 
of mind. 

' The earl had adopted a new mode fo 
wind her to his wSl ; he was sincere when 
lie ssdd her happiness actuated his move* 
m^its; he loved his ditld as ardently a$ 
ever, but persuaded, however unambitious 
ber young romantic heart was at the pre* 
sent paiod, that hour would arrive when 
she would feel its pow;erfiil force ; and he 
hdd it his duty to provide for that day, 
when she would pxmdly make him a wel- 
come inmate, more convinced of it from 
this day's experience, in which he fancied 
she manifested a trait of his own disposi* 
tion« As for a doubt of the ev^tual sue* 
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cess of tlie Pretender's part^, his hood- 
^ked reason neyer admitted ; had he pro- 
posed to grandeur, age, deformity, or worth* 
lessness, he would have admitted she had 
Kason in her obstinate refusal ; but when 
to an hereditary diadem were annexed 
youth, manly grace, good sense^ courtly 
manners, acknowledged amiability of dia* 
racter, and a heart devoted to her diarms, 
he could think her perversity the efiect 
only d[ a romantic spirit, not a little 
strengthened, he thought, by that fasdnat-* 
ihg witch of Haipy*s Vale. 

He reraained det^mined to secure her 
happiness in his tvell-chosen friend, but 
feared, were his resc^ution at present tho* 
Rmghly known to her, the authority he 
had eiMlQwed her with might be a means 
of her ^soaping his vi^knce ; he ]^anned 
b ^enoe « soheme be thought she eould 
not frustrate. He had written to Stuait 
since his amval sA (^ jutoiy, teffing him 
— ""' For '^ h^Xbei security of their phoMi^ 
he should hpxtg his little romantic siil^eet 
io the seat of. waff, where ^e would be w^ 
guarded from wiUnn ^and from wtthout^* 
thtt J0II the ev«iiuig |ire vious to (^ gene^ 
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ral engagement^ the marriage should take 
place, when, with n strong escort, slie 
should be guarded to a distance, where her 
person should be in safiHy» read; to join 
their, fliglitv or be led triumphant mistress 
of these realms.^ Such was the happiness 
ambition wove, adding — ** As his highness 
had offered the house he had engaged for 
himself near CuUoden, to be likewise his 
iresidence, under the present view of thingi^ 
he should accept his offer for himself and 
daughter.** 

The short period given for military lei* 
sure was filled by the earl in forwarding 
jthe improvements at the priory, the su- 
perbness of which greatly excited appre- 
hensions in Arminia's breast, that in a few 
days were strengthened by overhearing, as 
l$he sauntered with her book, through a 
thick copse, the earl's conversation with 
his steward 

'' I charge you, above all things, inters 
cept her letters to the castle; indeed^, let 
no letter escape, for to' every quarter they 
|nay be equally opposed to my views, for I 
shrewdly suspect, as I have met her often of 
late in tears, and at all times withnreserve 
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not congenial to her ehltracter, that she 
meditates an elopement. Dear, silly girl, 
not to see whwe her true happiness tends^ 
or not to trust her fidthful guardian with 
it! You have bow all the particulars 
relative to the suite of apaitmei^ designed 
for her and my royal friend'' 

" I have, my lord?* 

" Well then, keep in mind what I have 
said ; but be especially attentive to letters 
to the castle. That officious Hamilton 
shall not step between me and my child's 
pbedi^iee again ; he may govern his own 
piece of vale-bred excellence as he will^ 
but mine shall not be under his influence 
any more ; as for my beautiful, stublxmi 
Arminia, I'll risk her preferring to be a 
corpse to a bridf ." 

" Why, in truth, my k«d, her ladyship 
will shew an extraordinary taste, should 
$he not prefer the arms of a handsome 
young prince to a winding-sheet.'* 

More shocked and grieved than can b^ 
expressed, she hastened from the spot,^ 
nought Peggyt and told her what she had 
heaid, saying — ** Now my lord's cruel per- 
severance and artful mode of conduct wiU 
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put me on what he so guards against; I will 
quit Hie prioiy, and that speedily. Pur- 
cbBse me a Highkndei^s dress ; get it fiom 
one of the vassals' scms, who may be aboat 
my ^^e, stid as I have no time to look for 
a fidtbfiil attendant^ I will proceed fd<me 
to the first tow«, so cBsguised, where I 
may proems horses to speed my flight/* 

^ What, my lady, alane?" 

" Yes, Peggy; you know I have no 
idle terrors.** 

** Nor I now, my lady ; Ise gang wi* ye.** 

^ No, my good girl; you must remain 
to aid my escape ; when my flight is dis- 
coviered, the e^ will dismks you in arage; 
you must dien msdte to the cattle; here is 
i purse fw <ihe puipose, and I will prepare 
letters to inform the marcUoness cf the sad 
neoesaty I am under of oommending you 
to ber protecticm ; but should my fiillier 
jM9t*disauss you> give the letters toa kind, 
and bid him ddivw tliem to Furgerson ; 
I will ettvelop Hiem to him, m case su<^ a 
iJief shocdd prove necessary.** 

^ Ak! weel, my lady, I&e obey youip 
wmomi$i hut ye^ na gangakoe ; these 
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is in the prioiy ane o' the fighting men, 
wha mad' na' his escape wi' the prince ; he 
is as ru'fu' as your ladyship, and does 
naithing but orp and greet after his dear 
wifiy and bonny bainis ; he loo's na' the 
prince, na* the prince's cause ; I ken weel 
he wi* tak' a' care o' you." 

** Well, my good girl, be secret in what 
you do, and obtain his services for me, if 
possible." 

Peggy left her lady while she prepared 
the letters for her, and one for the earl ; 
which done, she repaired to the dining- 
room, comparatively composed; but din- 
ner was scarcely over, ere she found all 
her plans, ripe for action, blown like an air- 
bubble into nothing, for the earl ordered 
the travelling carriage to be ready in an 
hour, with the detaichment of the troops 
he had with him — " You,*' addressing his 
daughter, " will hold yourself ready, my 
love; your wardrobe has been prepared by 
my orders, and is on its way to the camp 
by the baggage-waggon." 

She bowed assent^ not during to raise 
her eyes or speak, lest she should betray 
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the a^tation of her mind, now oonviiW 
eed she could adduce no argument that 
would turn him from his purpose. 

As soon as she could quit the table, she 
again repaired to h^r room, to vent the 
bitter feelings of her disappointment; she 
found Peggy waiting for her — ^** Are you 
4o go with me, Peggy, for I suppose you 
have heard my lord and I quit the priory 
almost immediately ?^ 

No, my lady, I manna attend you.** 
I am not altogether sorry for that, as 
you can convey those letters to the castle, 
which speak of my proposed plans, and 
you can say how they have be^i frustrat- 
ed ; Heaven now only knows what will be 
my fate,** 

** Dinna be sae ru*fu*, my dear lady ; a' 
things wi* gae weel ; yet this Johnny has 
A leel heart of liis ain ; his last words were 
in a whisper, as he was ordered to march 
with the waggon; not half-an-hour after we 
had settled matters, he came up to me 
and said — * It sal gang hard,, lassie, but Ise 
carry your lady off now ; bid her gie a 
sharp look out «for that centinel wha will 
wear a black patch across his kft brow» 
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iaid he it is wha will serve her wi* his ain 
life.* Sae now» lady» be cheacfu', and fight 
the eail wT his aiii weapom.* 

** Unhappily I see the necessity of so 
doing, yet much I doubt the possibility of 
escaping this dreadftil blow to my peace; 
for if, in avoiding this dreaded evil of be- 
coming Charles Stuart's wife, I raise a be- 
loved fiither^s settled hate against me, my 
early sun of life will have set in dreary 
mist and darkness.** 

** Ah na, the eail loo*s ye, spite of a* 
his cruelty." 

Time flew — she had not said half she 
wished to her maid, when a summons from 
the earl obliged her to attend him. With 
a heavy heart ^lie gisive him her hand to 
the dtrtiage, bitt pqssef^ed siifiicieht com- 
mand of countenance not to betr^iy her 
feetings ; and the earl became elate to find' 
ber spirits under the influence of sudi sweet 
harmony. ^ - 

On their arrival, 8he'>was a little duu 
grined to flnd herself tl^e guest of her tor* 
mentor; but reflecting, that under any 
other roof in that neighbourhood she would 

~ G2 
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Amidst the turbulence of thought^ lady 
Arminia could not refrain a smile at this 
poetic epistle ; she again opened the win- 
dow, in hope to catch the attention of the 
centinel, who, without looking round, cried 
— " Whiss." In a second she saw him sa- 
lute an officer ; he then turned — " I cou'd 
na' * spak then ; but will you be ready by 
the middle of the eighth watch ?** 

** Yes,** was her reply. 

*' Enough ; dose the winnock — a guard 



comes.** 



While M'Lean, her ladyship's womian, 
was preparing her for dinner, she asked 
leave to be absent that evening, as there 
was to be some sitting up at Haffet's Green, 
Permission was gladly given, as it saved 
her trouble to think how best to secure 
her privacy at the appointed hour. 

During dinner she complained of not 
being well, nor was it an untruth ; her 
agitated mind stdie from her cheek the 
vivid rose^ and her almost-untasted viands 
strengthened the assertion. She soon left 
the drawing-room, requesting she might 
not be disturbed till McLean returned 
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Itome, as rest aloQe would relieve this ne^i^ 
vous afTection. 

On entering her chamber slie locked thcT 
door, wrote a lett^, and then, with a va^ 
riety of feelings, waited the eighth watch. 
It came, and a gentle tap was heard against 
the window ; it announced her deliverer. 

A pretty young girl threw in a bundl6 
before her; then stepping from the ladder, 
said — ^" Weel, lassie, I ha* speeld in safety ; 
may as gude luck betide you ! here are 
some claiths belonging to the gips, a' sweet 
and clean, for I laved them mysal in 
Hafiet's pool, and a party of gips, a' leel 
and true, wait to bear you awa ; as for the 
servants of this house, I ha' secured then( 
on the green; the gang of gips have divide^, 
into two parties; ane maks a feast to draw 
the attecition of the fidk in general^ and the 
other wi* gang wi' you in safety ; sae wile 
you dress, tal me what I sal do?" 

Arminia was aboirt to thank the rustic 
stranger, when the girl cried — ** Na* waste 
o' words, lassie, but spak on. I ken'd I 
manna see a servant, sae I ha' In'ought a 
bannock and a shave of cheese." 

** Why, child, you would not stop to 
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^icounter the earf s and prince regent's re- 
sentment ?" 

" Oh yes, lassie ! I ha' but begun my 
task; I sal enjoy the fun; and Ise gie 
them a gude chase too; they sha' na' forget 
little Fan the gip ; sae I'll to bed, though 
I sha' na' sleep for gazing around me ; or 
shall I dress in this bra' plaid ? oh, I shou'd 
mak' a bonny lassie; and Ise een marry 
my laird mysal, gin he plea^ ; he ^vinna' 
find me sae churlish." 

** Marry him, in Welcome, child; but 
if you are redolved to stay, take this 
letter, and before j'^ou leave the house, put 
in into the earl's hand. Now, I pray you, 
go f bed ; when my woman returns home, 
jpretend to be asleep, for your accent would 
betray me in a moment ; hide your own 
clothes ; dress in these, if you like them» 
in the morning, aihd use the contents of 
this purse with discretion." 

On saying this her ladyship descended 
the ladder, when the soldier, disguised as a 
pedlar, taking her trembling hand under 
his ajTM, mingled immediately with the 
group of gipsies, who, mounting their fair 
charge on one of their donkeys, proceeded 
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many miles, through woodlands and bye- 
ways, tiU midnight 

Fanny went to bed, as advised, and 
succeeded in deceiving McLean, who, find-; 
ing hef asleep, crept softly out of the room, 
and waited, as usual, the ring of her lady '^ 
bell in the morning. . . 



CHAPTER VII. 



** To tlseC) frat edge of Pentland liel^bc^ 
Where iawiis tind fairies tak« deiig-kt, 
Aud revei a' the livelong nighty 
O'er glens and br<ies, 
A bard that lias the second sight, 
< Thy fortaiie spaes." 

In the morning M*Lean waited the usual 
summons to her lady's chamber ; but find- 
ing the hour elapsed, and recollecting . her 
ladyship went unwell to bed, crept w(t- 
^jMto the ^oom, when, to her great surr 
prise, sbe was dressed^ and looking out 
of the . window,;, to which- Fanny had re- 
paired on hearing a footstep—" Has your 

a 3 
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ladyship rung this morning? I did not 
hear a bell." 

** I ken it weel.'* 

" Bless me," thought McLean, ** my. 
lady affects a strange accent this morning. 
Will your ladyship take your breakfast 
in your own room, or with my lord and 
the prince, who wait to know your plea- 
sure ?" 

" I sal breakfast wi* the prince ; I never 
had sic an honour before," turning briskly 
round as she spoke, and settling her dress, 
which was that Arminia had given her. 

McLean shrieked, and ran out of the 
room, the girl following, and overtook her 
on entering the breakfasf-parlour — ^** My 
lord, my W^ the de'il has got into my 
lady's clothes, and she is not there !" 
. •^ifh^e — ^where ?" said the earL 

*f I cannot find her." 

•* Where have you sought her ? she i& 
in the library, the tausic-room, the plan- 
tation ; inquire of the centine!,** rii^giiig as 
|ie spake. On a servant ehtenng— ^dbet a 
dozen fellows run over thepleasure-grounds; 
fed the woman search every room in the 
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^use, and seek the guard that was ap« 
pointed to attend her ladyship this nxorn* 
ing." 

Stuart, und€r strong forebodings, turned 
to the windGTWyand rested hlshead against it. 

Fanny, half starved for her breakfast^ 
had made tcv the table, seized on a hot 
cake, and was half choked with a stifled 
laugh and new bread . together,, said tor 
M'Lean — *' The deil's in you, I trow, that 
dinna ken your ain lady." 

The prince and earl, who had not no* 
ticed heir before, turned qukkly tound,^ 
and stared at her. 

" Now dinna' glaister sae ; y onr tea wi* 
be quite cauld i winna ye sit ta break£ast[?* 
may be great folk stand ta meals,'* rising 
from her chair, . and taking her cup of 
coffee* 

The earl smiled—" I see through the. 
whole trick now — ^Arminia'^ new prot^^e,. 
are you not ?^ 

" I dinna ken that fine word, my lord.*^ 

" My daughter haa given you that dress,» 
and told you to eoine down to me;f' 

" An ye ha' guessed weel ; she gjied me. 
these things yestreenJ' 
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" Come to your breakfast, prince,'* said 
the earl, seating himself; ** she'll be here 
|>Tesently; deprived of Omna's society, she 
has found out this little merry-looking 
thing for a pet ; she cannot live without 
one.'* 

M'Lean, in her surprise, had taken the 
^rl for quite black, instead of a bright olive 
brown ; she was remarkably pretty, a pair 
of piercing black eye?, whose roguishness^ 
insensibly attracted attention, a small aqui- 
line nose, a full ruby lip, a round turned 
chin with an attractive dimple in it, while 
a lesser one archly played at the comer of 
her mouth ; the delicacy of her features, 
the playfulness of their expression, with 
the naivete of her air, heightened by 
the delight she felt at her fine plumage^ 
and by the fun she should find in the rage 
of the old man for his daughter, raised an 
assemblage of charms more striking than 
can be described. 

Stuart remained thoughtful. 

" Come, come, you woe-begone lover, 
do not let this trick of here discompose- 
your lordship." 



StftATHBOOtE. 18^ 

^ A trick indeed, and a gude one too^ 
my noble chief.'' 

** Who are you, diild ?" asked the earl. 

^ I hardly ken/' looking at her dress i 
^ the lassie ^ed me a' this goud and siller 
to ^" shaking a purse. 

At that moment M*Lean re-entered- 
^ My lady is not in the house, nor has not 
been seen by the centinels to-day .*• 

*• Are the men returned from the plea* 
sure-groteid ?*• said the earl, pow greatly 
alarmed* 

Stuart again pacing the room with iti^ 
creased agitation, he now saw a final blow 
to his best hopes ; a man entered--** Her 
ladyship is not in the pleasure-grounds^ 
»m1 one of the sdidiers was missed at the 
morning muster." 

The earl stamped — *' Can lio one tell 
me who this little witch is, and how she 
came here ? Child, tell me all about lady 
Arminia atMi yourself?* 

** As for lady Arminia, I dinna ken sic- 
a person ; I ken who I am, and sae I'U 
tal you." 

** I cafe not who you are ; do you know- 
5iny thing of my daughter?" 
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. " Yes; but gif you glour, I'll nae spak'^ 
a word.'* 

*' Cometh^]^ child, go €»/' m a softened 
tone* 

^ Older a detadimeDt of hotse,'' said 
Stuart; "^ I will head them/" 
. " Order twe^" said the earl; ^ we will 
take diflfermt road^; while they are coming 
up» we will interrogate this wenchv — ^Now, 
child?" 

**^ Why first thev inither was prett}^ 
Mo^y of Haffef s Green, who, liking the 
li£^ of the gips, nu'd awa! and Baade fither 
main angry. Ane year at Edinburgh, a. 
handsome laird made loo- ta her, and she,; 
a youi^ g^l^t, e'en as young as- mysa]„ 
tiboiight nae harm; sae had a wean, and 
that be I, and I be fifteen: mither, for 
ttiat, was t^umed «ut fra' the gips; she 
ken'd na how ta gang back to fither; sae- 
she Kyed a muckle while oa what this bra* 
chief gied her, and when she had spant a! 
bat a ring and a pocket case^ fither gied 
her to loO' him, she took me,, a wee tot, in< 
her arms, and ganged a' the way to his. 
hame; but he wadna' see her nor me; sae 
she e'en got courage, and came to Haffefs. 
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Green. Fither was still angiy ; but yetna- 
tiire spak' for mither and her bairn ; sae t 
ha' lived wi' he till now, only the war ha' 
carried him to Stirling Castle; I am as 
like mitlier as twa baubees ; only the yeU 
low wears off a little ilka year.'" 

While Fanny spoke, the earl never 
ceased to gaze on her; this enfrenzied 
Stuart, w^ho seized the girl by the arm so 
fiercely, that it made her cry out — ^* Nae, 
dinna giApe sae hard." 

•* Wretch, sorceress^ what i& become of 
the lady ?" 

** Ye winna let me tell."^ 

^ Dismiss this silly wench, and let ns to^ 
horse -r-we know nqt what evU will be&Il 
her." 

" Nae evil wi' befa' her; she is^ wkh 
trusty and sturdy folk." 
. " Your highness must remember," said 
Strathbogie^ ** this little witch was iu)t 
sent here for nothing; ishe may give ua 
some clue ; speak, here is money for you ; 
you miist know of her flight." 

" Aye in truths for I helped her out of 
the winnock i she gang'd yestreen wi' the 
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gips, and mither and mither^s husband be 
with her ; now dinna be flegg'd, for they 
wi* ha' muckle kindness for her.** 

" Turned gipsy T 

'* Nae, nae, she only gangs with them a 
wee bit ; and gif ye loo her, and nae force 
her to marry, she will com6 back again.'* 

'* Where have they taken her?** de- 
manded the &ther and Stuart 

^* That they did na' tell me, and sine yd 
canna' guess where, I sal tal all I ken* 
Yestreen, ere the sun had gained half his 
round, a laddie said — * Lassie, wi' you do a 
kind action for a peer lady, wha's fither 
would make her marry ane she canna' loo ; 
ahe wad be glad to rin awa* -/ sae I spak 
to mither; she ta'd the gips, and they 
divided into three groups, and ane swore 
to tak' her under their care ; sae ane group 
went west, ane went south, and ane went 
east *, but whether she is gane east, west, 
oi* south, ye baith ken as weel as I : an 
now that ye are sairiy flegg'd for your 
cruelty, TU gie you a letter, as soon as I 
can get it out of my pouch.'' 

Strathbogie was on thorns while she was 
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fumbling for it, and Stuart, who thought 
she knew more, said—-" Strip the wenchp 
and flog the truth out of her." 

" Ah ! weel, gif ye flog as lang as ye 
ha' whip, ye canna get mair but .this/* 
giving the letter, ** fra' Fanny Ardmore." 

" Fanny Ardmore !" reiterated the earl, 
as he broke the seal of the letter ; ** Fanny 
Ardmore shall be this ungrateful girVs 
curse." 

" Na, na ; Fanny wi' rather beg a bless* 
ing o'er her. She is a bra' lassie " 

*' Let all the house look to that young 
thing. Let her not out of your sight a 
moment," gazing at her. " I have no 
doubts now/* 

" Peer, are you mad, to waste your 
thoughts on this thing, when your child 
should engross them all ?'* 

" Prince, it is for my child I would have 
that girl taken care of. Be kind to her,** 
said he, as he turned to read Arminia's 
letter, which was as follows : — 



" MY LORD AND FATHEK, 

" The step I have now taken, 
greatly derogatory to my feelings and my 



principles, is the only and last resource to 
preserve me from that wretchedness your 
mistaken idea of what would form my 
happiness must have entailed upon me. 
Allow me, my lord, to understand what is 
most congenial to my own heart. The 
love of more splendour, or more exalted 
rank, than that I hold by birthright, findif 
not a place in my unambitious soul. I ne- 
ver could discover that happiness rested 
on externals, nor can power, or the append- 
ages of grandeur, add to my comforts. I 
tremble at your resentment ; I sink almost 
into annihilation, as, to my mind's eye, yoii 
peruse this. Oh, my father ! my beloved 
father ! I would have appealed again and 
again, and for ever, to your tenderness, had 
I not been fatally convinced you no lon- 
ger felt an interest for my happiness, if in- 
terfering with this unhappy project, which 
my strong foreboding spirit pronounces 
will be replete with bitter anguish. Why 
have you broken your promise, that I 
should find protection at the castle during 
the remainder of your military career ? in- 
stead of which, y(M have exposed me to 
the rude clamour of the seat of war. I§ 
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this- consistent with that invariable tender* 
ness, till now manifested in all your ao- 
ticHis ? Yet I would not have expressed 
a fear or anxious thought on the subject, 
as relative to myself, had it been fw your 
personal comfort ; but when it was to ex* 
pose me hourly to the persecution of your 
friend, who, to unite myself to, would be 
the highest profanation of every inherent 
and acquired principle, contemplating 
this, what can I think is become of .that 
parental solicitude that was wont to mark 
your every thought toward me? Nor is 
this alone my proof. Call, my lord, to re- 
collection the last conversation you held 
with your secretary in the copse. Thick- 
shaded, I heard daggers to my peace. Ne- 
ver till then did I think your love for Ar- 
minia existed but as Ae could a^EancBze 
your already noble name. 

*^ Oh, sir! that moment, when I &und 
you scrupled not to sacrifice my peace, my 
principles, and risk, with a cruel iroBy^ my 
life or sei>ses to the fulfilment of your am- 
bitious views, that moment, and never till 
then, did I feel myself absolved from filial 
obedience. In this particukr instance^ in 



140 iSTftATHBOCftS. 

ell that interferes not with higher duties^ 
I am still anxious to evince my just sense 
of what I owe you, as your grateful, aflfec- 
tionate chiM. Painfully convinced that I 
am no longer the object of true paternal 
tenderness, I will expose myself to any evil, 
irather than consent to that you would 
bring upon me. When I shall be so far re- 
moved from you that your utmost stretch of 
power cannot overtake me, I shall sue for 
pardon ; now, in this first paroxysm of bit- 
ter anguish, I can only, with streaming 
eyes, subscribe myself, ydur half frantic 

Abminia.'* 



On. reading this tlie earl stamped, and 
was about to tear it, when Stuart snatched 
it from him, and vaulted into his saddle. 
Strathbogie cast once more a scrutinizing 
eye on Fanny, then renewed his charge to 
the attendants, with orders that she should 
have every respectful attention paid her, 
mounted his horse, and joined the pursuit. 

Fanny, struck with astonishment at the 
earl's injunctions, scarcely knew whether 
to obey or not Alter some private rea- 
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soning with herself^ she said to M*Lean— 
** Ken ye my lahrd's meaning, lassie ?" * 

" Not I, indeed," she replied, with a toss 
of her head ; " but gin my lord ha' ta'en 
fancy to you, he has a swarthy taste" 

" Nay, be civil, lassie; an you have a 
mind,: I sal stay, else I rin awa', and leave 
the chief to glour, and say unoou things 
to you. I sal gie nae trouble gin I stay, 
for grandfither taught me to obey a* wha 
w^ greater a^d older than my sal ; sae now,^ 
gie your .hand and be gude-tempared." 

On this, sauntering from room to room^ 
she at last found some books, and havmg 
a taste for reading, made herself very con-, 
tented during the absence of the earl. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 



^»l#^^»#l»»*^«»*^^#'^^*>» 



* Ob Fear ! I know thee hj mj throbbing henrt ; 

Thy vihhVing power inspired encb noamful line; 
Thoogh gmtle pity ckioi'd her mingfed part. 

Yet all the thunder of the scene is thine^** 

The guides of the fair fugitive- led he)r 
some miles through woodlands and by^ 
ways till midnight, when the agitation of 
her mind jidding to the body's weakness, 
she expressed a widi that if they thought 
themselves sufficiently seduded from the 
eye of traveOers, they would stay their 
progress, 

^ thdr assuring hear they were far dis- 
tant firom any high or even frequented 
road, she bade them pitch thdrtent, as 
slie found hor strength failed. On finding 
a convenient spot, they began to erect a 
shelter for the night, when, a little further 
on#they discovered cme, and a fidntglimmer- 
ing li^t shewed of what a cobweb texture 
it was composed. 
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Her ladyship said, in a whisper — '* See» 
we shall be observed.'* 

« Fear not, lady ; I," replied one of the 
women, " wiU go, under pretence of get- 
ting a light, and see wlia they be.** 

On her return firom the neighbouring 
tent, she said — " Dinna fear, they be but 
tvva females, ane of which is greatly aged, 
and twa bainis, a Shetland pony, and vehicle, 
between a cart and a hand-barrow. Their 
comforts are very sma*, and are unaccus- 
tonoed to travel, and, gif ye ha* na fear, we 
will bid our men move their miserable 
Tagged tent near ours, and we can shelter 
them a wee bit ; for gif we were near them, 
they might mak* merry wi' us, for it is as 
cauld a neet as ony I ha* ken*d in the 
spring.** 

" Do so,** replied Arminia, " for your 
simple merriment helps to draw me from 
my cares.*' 

The good-natured ffpsy ran back to the 
female travellers to propose their moving, 
hut the younger one replied — " I thank 
yere gude will, but sine auld, mither and 
hainis are weel protected, I care na* for my 
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tal,** looking somewhat mistnistfully as 
she spoke. 

This determined the group to take down 
their haH-raised tent, and cany it up higher 
to the poor woman's, and gave them, to 
tvince their friendly disposition towards 
them, some of their provisions. This done, 
they raised a small one for lady Arminia, 
at the upper end, witliin their large one. 

Thus, doubly sheltered from the air, and 
a watch being held by two of the men, 
armed with carabines, relieved every two 
hours, she began to think herself secure, 
and, mueh fatigued, retired to rest ; but 
busy thought pictured her angry, her dis- 
tressed fatl^r, in her broken slumbers ; and 
she arose, by six in the morning, little re- 
frefshed, when she found a sumptuous 
lareakfast prepared for her, for every deli- 
cacy that could be procured Moggy had 
provided for her comfort on her road. 

As she stepped from the outer t^dt to 
inhale the refreshing odours of the morn- 
ing, she saw one of the gipsy lads driving 
a eow across a meadow, and a woman of 
tbeirtribie^ meeting it; she stayed her while 



she took as much milk as would serv^ f hei r 
partyv then turned her back to rejoin her 
companions ; amused at this fi>ee and ea^ 
way of procuring their "wishes, raised a 
smile on her psAlid countenance. 

On sitting down to bredcfast, she saw 
the female travellers were added to their 
patty, whom, to her surprise, she found 
were the family of her kind-hearted centi" 
nel. On inquiring what could tempt them 
to travel — " Hard necessity," replied the 
young woman. *' Our dear Johnny was 
forced frae his pier, but happy hamei by n 
party of prince Charles's, and we ha' been 
daily in hope of seeing Aim synsine ; for 
the next neet a stranger, a laird I be sure, 
by the fine pi«^^ he gied me, though he 
was dres^'^ ^ke a pier mon, an* almost 
deed ^^' ^^^^ an' hunger, promised me, 
^ he was ganging to the camp, to seek our 
Johnny, and get his release, to reward us 
for his charity, as he was pleased to ca* it, 
though he paid weel for what he had, but 
he cou'd na' find him, I trow; sae we lived 
m hope till a' his siller was spent, and then> 
finding we must starve, I fastened pier 

VOL. IV, H 
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Creeper to the cart, put auld deaf grand- 
mither and bairns into it, and wak'd by its 
side, intending to gang to the camp. Yes- 
treen we tint our way, and was sairly 
flegg'd to think on% when this kind lassie 
brought us at neet amutchken of whiskey. 
I spied my ain Johnny coming up to us 
wi' a bannock, cauld beef and a few spald- 
ings. Here, Johimy, is the fine purse the 
gude stranger gied us. It was filled with 
goud and siller ; but that is a' spent." 

Lady Arminia burst into tears; the 
group gazed astonished, though one and all 
seemed fearful of asking questions. Ar- 
minia recognised the purse, which her fair 
fingers had wrouglit-. and her heart receiv- 
ed an additional pang in reflecting that 
her father could be sq insensivieof his pro- 
mise to that poor, but hospitable ivoman, 
whose grateful reception of him in hij^ ;\'^^ 
tress, he had to her recounted with grate- 
ful pathos. Perceiving every tongue was 
silent, suspecting the cause, she bid them 
not let her sorrow^ throw a damp on their 
rustic mirth and good-humour, adding— 
« It indeed draws me insensibly from my- 
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sdi^ rendering my fatigue and apprehen- 
sion lighter." 

On thi^ the song, tlie laugh, the love- 
tales, went on as usual, as they sbruck their 
tents, and proceeded again on their jour- 
ney. 

Eventually she determined to go to 
Braekannan Castle, but not till sufficient 
time had elapsed to give the earl an op- 
portunity of seeking her there in vain ; 
they therefore wandered about the woods 
and mountains, foreign to the route they 
were at length to take. 

As they were about to move their tents^ 
early on their third day's ramble, they saw 
a party of horse coming down the hill, when 
the soldier pronounced it was the earl. 
The women caught her ladyship up in 
their arms, and without heeding any things 
rushed into the interior of the wood by 
which they had pitched, and secreting 
her in a pot-house, kept a good look-out 
through the openings of the wood, to see 
if they were pursued. The men kept their 
ground with Jenny and her grandmoth^, 
the two children having been carried into 

h2 
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the wood tt wen as the lady. Eadi nuai 
armed famiself with a long stafl^ and his 
carlnne ready on the defensive, should 
fhey be attacked* 

• TheeEu^on.comnigapto them, demand* 
ed the lady they had home away fiom his 
hoase. 

They replied — '^ You see our women,'' 
pointing to Jenny and her grandmother; 
•* we have no lady hone.* 

While the earl by threats and bribes was 
prevailing with them to restore her, or say 
where she might be found, one of his at- 
tendants said — ** My noble chieC ycm man 
is John M'Laurie the deserter*" 

" Then," replied the errl, " I know she 
is with this group ; fire on them, and secure 
the deserter." 

The gipsies now presented their carbines, 
which prevented the pistols of the earl and 
train fiom taking any eflfect, and wounded 
some of his men, and killed a hcH:se. 

On this the soldier turned and said — 
^ Indeed we do not come to wasteour tme 
northern blid upon vagabond gipsies ; wq'11 
save it to dethnme the usurper of oar 
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princci regent's rights," and rode off, leav- 
ing the earl with only ten men. 

*Soon a slight skirmish ensued, in which 
the earl received a slight wound in the 
hand, as he struck a gipsy lifeless to the 
ground with his broadsword, the only one 
that fell of their party, though the earl had 
seven killed, and the other three wounded ; 
in v^ they opposed their untutored cou- 
rage, for while the youths recharged the 
carbines, they parried with their staffs the 
^Toke of the broadsword. 

The earl then had recoiurse to large offers 
of reward, when Jenny, who had busied 
herself in bindmg the wounds of the com* 
batants, came up to do the same good office 
for the earl, and exclaimed — "Oh Johnny, 
Johnny, this is the very man wha' sheltered 
himsal in our pier hovel,'' now tearing her 
grandmother's apron, as she had her own» 
for the purpose ; " ah," added she, " ire 
betide the mon wha' lats ingratitude be his 
heart's nearest nibour ! tho' you gie'd me 
gou'd and siller, you gie'd me nae my 
Johnny, as ye promiseda." 

The earl^ looking on her, asked M'Lau- 
fie if he was her husband ? 
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The man bowed — *' Fool, fool that I am !* 
striking his forehead ; " I am ever, of late, 
forming scourges for myself. — Young man, 
you are sought for as a deserter ; you know 
my power ; and if you will deliver up my 
daught^*, I will ensure your safety, and 
largely recompense you for my late forget- 
fulnesp.'* 

" Nae, nae, general, your promise canna 
win me ; as for your bonny daughter, gif 
I was willing to gie her up, these sturdy 
lads ha' sworn to defend her wi' their lives^ 
and carry her where ever she wills ; an' 
these are a sort of fbwk wha' spare nae their 
blid to ha'd their promise gude. A* the 
comfcM-t, general, I can gie you is, they lia^ 
muckle respect for her ; and as soon as she 
is ta'en to a place of rest and safety, ane 
of these sturdy feHows sal bring you a let- 
ter fra her ain fair hand ; sae turn ye hame- 
ward, general, for you will get nae gude 
here ; for see, seven of "your followers are 
cauld already, and the remaining three 
sairly wounded." 

In vain his offers — in vain he sued. 

Three of the gipsies came forward, car- 
bine in hand— »'^ Come, chieftain, parley 
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nae langer ; we shall be your guard till our 
men have removed the body of our brave 
comrade, who is slain, and proceed gently 
forward with our wounded ; when they are 
far awa', we shall leave you to pursue your 
own plans/' 

Thus circumstanced, the earl had no al- 
tCTnative ; but while a tumult of sensa- 
tions, not to be described, agitated his 
breast, he suffered himself and the three re- 
maining attendants to be guarded up the 
hill they had of late descended in certain tri- 
umph, on the sight of the horde at its base. 
Had lady Arminia's terror for her fatlier's 
safety overcome her resolution, she could 
not have retracted, so.rapid were the move- 
ments of the women; nor would they reply 
to her shrieks or prayers, until they had, 
borne her to a place of security. Her ter- 
ror became excessive on the firing; nor 
could they infuse a ray of comfort into her 
affiighted soul, though they eagerly as- 
sured her the earl's life would be the pecu- 
liar care of the whole horde; that his follow- 
ers would alone be their aim; nor would 
the earl have been injured^ but seeing a fa- 



v^urite hihd in danger, he rushed fbrwatd, 
and revenged his death by cutting down 
his opponent . By this incident a ball, 
nearly spent, grazed and bioiized the fleshy 
part of the shoulder. 

When the horde assembled at the hovel, 
whither they had borne lady Arminia, 
they found her sunk in sorrow ; and though, 
on the conviction that her father^s person^ 
ijVas safe, she poured out her son-owing 
thanks to the Father of Mercies, pressing 
the greensward with her trembling knees,, 
her sensitive mind was torn with fresh ago- 
ny, on seeing how many there were among 
'them wounded, and that lives had been the 
forfeit of her rashness. Once more she was^ 
obliged to sleep beneath their rud6 but 
hospitable tent, but not so tranquilly as be- 
fore ; lives had be^ for ha* saeriflced, an4 
fiiey, their bereaved fiiends; and the 
woundedj claimed her tears. Prayers and 
painful sensations filled the hours of rest. 
Thus agitated and oppressed, she arose 
without tasting the refreshment of steep« 

In the ite^ming, they sought a convenl^ 
art place tointer thei» dead. The whok 



.^^ 
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-horde attended the corpse, the lady Airoinia 
following first, a true mourner for his ill- 
timed fate. 

The obsequies performed, and the 
mounded much revived, they moved on- 
ward ; and now, fearless c^ further moles- 
tation, they sought the gseat road, with in- 
tent to nuJce immediately for Brackannan 
Castle. 

Toward the dose of day they were 
akrmed by the sound of many horsemen ; 
her ladyship's alarm became excessive ; two 
of the horde went therefore to reconnoitre, 
whilst the rest halted till their return. The 
information they returned with was, that 
a large troop of the royalists, headed by lord 
Montreal, were then passing. 

At this intelligence her ladyshq^ breathe 
ed anew ; taking her pendl, she wrote— 
^ Arminia's aching heart greets her cousin 
Montreal ; she flies from persecution ; and 
if not incompatible with his duty, would 
throw herself on his protection, being de^ 
fiious of release from the hazardous and 
already too-fatal enterprise of the genennuK 
horde, who had conducted her so far on 
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her route to the castle of her imde. The 
hearer waits to answer any questions Ho- 
ratio may wish to ask." 

Lord Montreal had, by letters from his 
mother and sister, learned all that had 
passed at the castle. The thought of At- 
minia's becoming the wife of another was 
agony to his self-restricted pride ; and that 
Charles Stuart should bear the prize, the 
unwilling prisje, was little shortof distraction. 
From the wonderful change in family cir* 
cumstances, he no longer held his former 
resolution as binding ; he had waited only 
till the fate of arms should be decided at 
Culloden, to make known his heart's first 
best wish ; but strong were his apprehen- 
sions, lest his beloved Arminia should be 
unable to st^nd against the earl's authority. 

On reading her ladyship's billet, he had no 
doubtson thecause of lier flight: transported 
with joy at the prospect of conducting her 
himself to the protecting arms of the mar- 
chioness, he gave the command, of the 
troops to his next officer, while he sought 
the nearest town, in order to procure a 
carriage, by which he might conduct his 
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strolling cousin from her faithful protectors 
to an asylum of ease and comfort. 

She flew to meet him as he alighted 
from the carriage, when turning to the 
honest groupe, she thanked them in the 
most gracious and affectionate manner; and 
they, on their part, delivered her into the 
care of her friend, with loud and repeated 
shouts of joy. 

Lady Arminia, as she took each hy the 
hand, renewed her thanks, begging them to 
await her arrival as near the castle as pos- 
sible, when she v»rould more fully express 
the sense she had of their extraordinary 
kindness. Montreal followed her example, 
by writing, in pencil, to the marchioness, 
his request that the party might have such' 
accommodations as were consistent with 
their way of life, for a few days, when he 
should have the happiness of seeing her, 
and then would explain the cause of so 
strange a request; adding, that to their 
zeal and valour he owed more than life. 

The horde proceeded on their way, sing- 
ing and making merry with the contents of 
the purse that had been given them, one 
poor widow excepted, who had stifled her 
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grief fbr her slain husband, that their amis' 
trious charge should not have more to op* 
press her tihan she found already hung on 
her mind. This generous forbearance of 
the honest woman made her grief more 
violent) when she began to iivdulge tbe 
sorrow that oppressed her. 

On their arrival at Birackannan Cairide, 
they delivered the billet. The marchioness 
was no less surprised at the style than at 
the request, evincing to her mind that 
some sudden as well as extraordinary event 
had taken place ; had it not been so, i^t was 
encKugh that her Horatio had made the k« 
quest ; and should the uncertain movements 
of war protract his arrival for mooths, these 
people should have her protection and care; 
and summoning Donald, she requested hioi 
to see every thing done for them that was 
most conducive to their comfort 

Lord Montreal proceeded to i. 

with his fair cousin, but now no longer the 
cool, dispassionate, self-restricted lover, his 
whole soul burnt with ardour; and the 
speaking eye, the trembling hand, excited 
a variety of tints cm the angelic face df Ids 
&ir compinam, while^ Seat the. &st time, 
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he revealed the secret ardour of his long* 
concealed passion, which,but for this strange 
rencounter, be bad still preserved in his 
own bosom, till tranquility andpeaee should 
again bless his country. 

We have seen this noble youth strug- 
gling against a deep-rooted attachment for 
this amiable and lovely object, in the first 
instance, because he felt it derogatory to 
his honour, under such accumulated in- 
juries; and when no ko^iger thus influenced, 
from the unforeseen tod happy revolution 
of domestic occurrences, a prudent reflec- 
tion constrained him to silence ; knowing 
the uncertainty of war, he would not risk 
awakening in her breast whom he adwed 
a tender sentiment, while a probability ex- 
isted of its being for ever blighted ; but 
ti[n»3 situated, how was silence longer to be 
preserved? be bad rested his strength of re- 
solution on absence — ^he had commsoided, 
not subdued, the most ardent passion that 
ever purity inspired. 

The tears that ehased each othef down 
Arminla's lovely cheek had a twofold 
spring..^or her anguished, incensed &tfaer, 
iaA&i the bitter r^cet she had unwilling. 
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\y caused to others from her flight— nay; 
even Stuart received the tender meed of 
her compassion; she esteemed him ; his une- 
quivocal affection for her, and manly virtues, 
that graced an elegant exterior, could not 
but exdte her inta:-est. 

Horatio understood her feelings, and 
stole her sorrows from her by his tender 
and manly edaircissement of his heart's de- 
votion to her. Lady Arminia affected no 
surprise, no prudish airs; a modest transport 
filled her pure bosom ; nor did she disavow 
it; and though she was not happy, she was 
soothed ; the beacon was lit, and notwith- 
standing the ^torm was piteous that hung 
over her, it pointed to that haven of rest 
her soul had secretly sighed for. 

The muster- roll was beating, as they en- 
tered the town where his detachment of 
troops were to rest that night and the fol- 
lowing day, it being Sunday. Liord Eg- 
. lintoun was the first to greet them, for 
hearing where Montreal's troop was to be, 
he crossed the country with his friend 
jiskew, to pass that day with hiw, that 
was to give rest to both their regiments ; 
but love, adaiowledged and accepted, only 
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excited in Montreal's breast thegreater dread 
of separation from his Arminia; nor had he 
to learn the marquis's resolution of not up- 
holding his niece in any act derogatory to 
her filial reverence; to take her to the 
castle, therefore, to obtain his sanction for 
an immediate marriage, as the only mean^ 
that could not only secure her his, but ef- 
fectually shield her from the dread of being 
again within the power of the earl, to ex- 
ercise his ambitious authority over her, 
would but frustrate his hopes, and leave 
her still exposed to his infuriate rage ; he 
strongly argued this point, and set forth, 
in most lively colours, her being again 
subject to the ambitious, or rather blind in- 
fatuation of her father ; she trembled, bcit 
resolved not to act in a clandestine manner. 

Horatio was sad, and Dudley learnt the 
cause, on which he took an opportunity of 
speaking to her alone ; he was himself a 
lover, and persuasion hung on his lip ; still 
a sense of duty enabled her to withstand 
the rhetoric employed. 

It now became the general topic, when 
they assembled at dinner. Horace pleaded 
his cause with all the energy of an agonized 
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loiter; Dudley seconded his friend bjr 
4Bveiy probable occurrence that was likely 
to ensue: and Askew, who, to use the 
viscount's term, was a deep plodding fel- 
low, weighed the subject on each side, ere 
he ventured an opinion \ at l^igth reflection 
gave the question in favour of Montreal* 

" Uninfluenced," said Askew, " by any 
motive, save the voice of reason, I can 
find no path of safety but in her ladyship 
sealing her own doom ; and it is my de- 
•dded opinion, that ere you reach the castle, 
you own just cause for apprehension^ and 
,that the lord Strathbogie's ill-judged am- 
ibitious views should be frustrated by your 
appointing another guardian of your peace 
and honour;" * 

Arminia trembled, raised her tearful 
eye to heaven, and was silent ; she forgot 
not her promise to her uncle, sand felt that 
j9uch a procedure was highly inioucal to 
that purity and openness of character that 
had obtained her the love and coi^dence 
ofherfiiends. 

Askew and Dudley retired^ when Mon- 
treal again enforced the necessity of such 
H^st^p; but.sihe remained inflexible ; and 
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tihey renewed their journey oi^ the foU 
lowing morning, with various sentiments 
of dread and hope. As they were passing 
through a town a. few miles from the castle, 
it was said that a party of the rebel troops 
had been seen to pass through, with tlie 
prince regent at their head,^ who had in* 
quired after a party of gipsies. 

This again struck such terror into 
the mind of Arminia, that * she became 
almost lifeless; here all resolution failed 
her^, and ere the conclusion of their jour- 
ney, which a couple of hours would effect, 
the destined bride of the Pretender's son 
became the wife of his gallant foe. 

Persecuted as her ladyship, had been, the 
ebaraeter she had to deal with, in the per* 
son of her father, and the doubtful state 
of security she was in, must be admitted 
as palliatiyes for her precipitance ; yet let 
not the young reader of this event look on 
it as a fair example ; few, if any, can evex 
be in similar circumstances; therefore, while 
their candour induces them to justify her 
ladyship, let them be aware how they 
bring a parent's malediction on themselves; 
it carries so ponderous a wei^t with it. 
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that it seldom fails to crush those on whom 
it falls. 

Eglintoun and Askew, who had so far 
accompanied them on the road, took their 
leave of the bride and their friend, to strike 
into a cross road, that would enable them to 
oome up with their regiments before the 
dose of day. 

On the arrival of Montreal and his lady 
at the castle, every face was irradiated, with 
joy ; each bosom swelled to offer the first 
welcome, save the trembling Arminia, 
who, conscious she should meet her uncle's 
just censure, felt, with all the force an in« 
genuous soul was capable of; her breach of 
promise ; and thus sensibly affected must 
be the truly- virtuous mind, in even the 
least deviation from right. Oh, beware, 
ye young, ye thoughtless! know, from 
the experience of those who have made 
the purchase with pain and sorrow, that 
happiness cannot be obtained on false 
principles. Amiable as was Arminia, yet 
she had erred, and in that step had lost 
that sweet self-complacency that had ever 
upheld her in the hour of trial. 

Montreal,perceiving thepassing thoughts 
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in his Arminia's bosom, thought it most 
^visable to throw themselves on the cle- 
mency of the marquis ; therefore, drawing 
his father aside, bringing forward all the 
palliatives possible for their conduct, he 
acquainted him with his marriage. 

Stung with disappointment, the marquis 
was dumb, while his awe-impressive coun- 
tenance, fixed on his son, held him as si- 
lent as his father. Not that Brackannan 
disapproved his choice, for Armtnia filled 
up that place in his affections which his ill- 
fated sister had held ; but this violation of 
the earl's authority pained him, to whom 
he acted with the most scrupulous delicacy. 
It was much easier for Brackannan to for- 
give his wrongs than forget his early and 
strong attachment, and most ardently he 
wished to draw his mind back to that up- 
right and just way of thinking that mark- 
ed his earlier years, from which that fiend 
ambition had seduced him. 

** Montreal, I am deceived in you," at 
length replied the marquis ; " I was led to 
believe you ennobled your nobility, by an 
open, candid, generous ccmduct ; but you 
have, in one moment, revenged the wrongs 
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intended you, not performed, by this rash, 
clandestine act, which may rob your unde 
of peace for ever. I speak, sir, with the 
lively sentiment of a father; if the earl 
was wrong in his appointed protector for 
his child, you were not the person to have 
punished him ; it should have been left to 
a higher power." 

. " And what, my lord, but a higher 
power led me, at such a momentous crisis 
of my Arminia's hard fate, to rescue her 
from the grasp of inordinate ambition? you 
could not have detained her from her &« 
iher, and here he would have sought her ; 
na place could have secured her from his 
ill-regulated authority,'' 

Brackannan turned from him, and on 
re-entering the drawing-room, he addressed 
the marchioness with a serious dignity no 
one supported with more grandeur — " Cle- 
mentina, I have, with heartfelt regret, to 
present to you, in this, our once-loved 
niece, whoise exemplary conduct I had 
hoped ever to have contemplated with ad- 
miration, lady Montreal." 

Arminia, diilled by his manner, sunk 
on her knee — ^^ Oh„ my unde^ my &ther^ 
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has the cruelty of one still so dear, driven 
me to a step tliat deprives me of a friend, 
a relative, in whom my heart had treasur- 
ed such fond expectancies? Pity and for- 
give your Annabella*s orphan.* 

The marquis turned from her, to hide 
emotions he wished her not to see, white 
lady Brackannan raised her ; and as she 
reedved her stifled sighs in her bosom, site 
replied — ^^ Alas, my Hamilton! had 6ur 
dear lady Montreal been left to the dictates 
of her own affectionate and duteous senti- 
ments, she had never drawn a ftown from 
her father's brow ; but assailed, assaulted 
as she has been, you must pardon me, my 
lord, in receivmg the dear offending gurl 
to my bosom as my Horatio's wife." 

** This, madam," replied lord Brackannan, 
" is an unfortunate example for your own 
daughter ; where is the test of virtue, if it 
meet not trial ? where is its residence, if it 
withstand it not? that is a vain, weak 
principle, that sits down satisfied with praise 
for nominal graces ; they must be active, 
and to be so, must tneet opposition. You 
have a daughter, my Clementina, and I 
expected'from you shewouH have derived 
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dignity and firmness in every laudable 
path; but this encouragement sanctions 
her to pursue the bent of her inclination, 

. however inimical to prudence or parental 
discretion. A slight apology will restore 

. her to favour, and to the fidl power of her 

: own self-complacency." 

" I admit your reasoning, uiy loved lord, 
but circumstances must be weighed, and 

judgment must be given according to 

, their importance." 

Oriana hung, with an angelic softness, on 
the arm of her father, and, with a supplica- 
tory tone, the brilliant tear trembling on 
its fringed bank, said — " Be it far from 
me, my dear lord, to boast peculiar strength 
of resolution under some unforeseen cir- 
cumstances ; but of this I am assured, I ne- 
ver shall have such an ordeal to pass 
through, as my sweet sister has undergone. 
Indeed, ray lord, you. little know Strath- 
bogie yet ; I have seen him in the pleni- 
tude of power, when unawed by fatal 
truths. Then was he grand — awefuUy 
grand, as the terrific ocean, when its con- 
vulsion swells to mountain's height, threat- 
ening to eng\ilpU the little world tluit 
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floats upon its surface. Think you, my 
lord, feminine gentleness can, unsupported, 
stand beneath the terrors such boisterous 
dignity conveys ? Indeed, dear sir, I have 
seen Arminia tremble at a glance, though 
not cast at lier." 

Montreal maintained a respectful silence, 
while, with tender assiduity, he strove to 
encourage his oppressed bride, who yet had 
not dared to raise her head from the bosom 
of the marchioness. 

Now lady Eglintoun became the advo- 
cate of her fair friend. " I feel, my lord 
marquis, ui this dear girl's welfare, too 
warm an interest to remain longer silent. 
From her infancy I have contemplated 
the native dignity of her mind, the sweet 
simplicity that marked her conduct, the 
virtuous principles that actuated each 
movement, with the affectionate, filial re- 
verence she has borne her father. I allow 
a parent has a just right to negative or pro- 
pose what, in their wisdom or ^.mbition, 
they may deem advantageous, or deroga- 
*^V to right ; yet tyranny is no more the 
prerogaiVf e of a parent, than it is delegated 
to kings. Coiibld^r, if §he had hel4 her 
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<]ibedieiice to this, my Ill-judging kimimtii, 
what would have been her sacrifice. Her 
teioporal peace, in being subjected to a xnata, 
however highly she may «i5teem !his moral 
•diaradter, yet one herbeart couldvuever asa- 
milate with, her principles in religion^ook 
by his attachment to the Romish ohurcfa, 
' and her country relinquish!^ ; for who 
cannot, who will impartially T^ect, beet be 
convinced that, notwithstanding a few vic- 
tories have marked the outset of ithis 
youifig adventurer, in the event the Icing 
must maintain his ground. Then had 'the 
orphan of your loved sister been little bet- 
ter than a splendid vagabond. Think 3^011, 
would Anmabella have yielded her child to 
the arms of a pretender, or risked her be- 
coming an apostate to the faith of her an- 
cient house? and does not their mutual 
choice rdSect honour on each other?" 

*' Enough j d6ar pleader,** said the mar- 
t}uis, gently drawing her from the arms ef 
liis wife into his own ; •* though nothing 
•can convince me that she has not vidUttp-^ 
her faith and filial duty, I admit ^^«^ « 
much to be advanced in exten***^^** erf" her 
conduct Here^ my <*«d, Kve as ycmr 



dear mother h^ done," preying her to 
his bosom. ** Look down, my loved s£ster, 
if possible, and ratify this union of diir chil- 
dren," uniting her hand in that of Mont- 
real's. ** Heaven bless you both ! Reoeive 
her, my son, as the first and best gift a fe- 
tter cm. bestow. May joy and mutual 
enmlatiori to virtue fill your youthful days, 
and honour, peace, and piety, crown' your 
grey hairs ! One cdily request I have to 
miki respecting this event is silence. 
However culpable the earl has beer), rtill 
are his fei&lings saci^ as a fatlier. To 
avow this maifiage would be a glaring vio- 
lation' of them, as' t^ere would be no sup- 
pressing the testimonies of joy which the 
united clans would express on this occa- 
sion; therefore; my Artninia, let the val^ 
of Glehijioitis be your establishment till 
your fiitheifs sentiments are known, and 
tfe castle of MoAtredl can be refitted for 
your reception.'* 

" Your lordship's proposal," rq^lied 
Mbntred, ^ meets my wish, as my Armi* 
nia will then be under the tender solici- 
tude of my beloved mothw and dister," 

VOL. IV. I 
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1^7 Montreal's joy was not expressed in 
words.' Her friends by turns reeeired her 
in thdr arms, kissing the tear away that 
flowed fixMD her ex|Hes8ive blue eyes, till 
her father, in all the dignity of offended 
and disappointed pride, rose to her mind ; 
then, throwing herself into the arms c^ 
Montreal, she sdd — " Alas, my Horatio ! 
how will the earl receive thisintelligaice?" 
She awhile remained absorbed in de^ 
reflection ; then, addressing the lady vis- 
countess — " Dear lady, be you my imme- 
diate protectress still, during the ptuniul 
absence of my lord Montreal, whose dul^ 
will to-morrow call him fi^sm me. To 
your kind care my loved father committed 
me during his military career; let him now 
see, when reason r^ulated his chcace, his 
Armirmi ever bowed obedient to it ; and, 
indeed, I shnll have need otsiH thelove 
and soothing tenderness of thes^ my four- 
fokl friends, in the dreadflil ba-eavemoit* 
my heart must for some time endure ; for, 
let the tide of af&irs take which side they 
TV ill, niy heart must bleed." 
After a sliort pause, in which she gave 
ir feelings suflicient vent to rouse her to 
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active duty, her thoughts turned on her 
late conductors, who, havmg arrived, had 
made a little encampment on fhe plain, 
dose to the western tower of the castle, by 
the order and assistance of Donald, where, 
on the following momingj* previous to lord 
Montreal's departure, accompanied by him 
and thefamily,she visited them,desiringeach 
would make choice for themselves of what 
would be most congenial to their wishesl 
When each individual, on inquiry, learnt 
her ladyship was to Abide there, and that 
tiidr encampment ovci^ked the vale in 
which she was to reside, ^ef requested j^« 
mission to remain there 1^ the end of the 
war, that they might $tiU have the satis- 
faction of protecting their lady » till the earl 
should be reconcSed to h^. 

The marquis, smiling, assured them 
they had his free permission, and that as 
many as wished to leave a wandering lite 
should be received into the dan, on such 
intimation. John M'l^iurie and his &«' 
mSly were, without hesitation, received in- 
to the dan of Montreal, the steward having 
orders to appropriate a comfortable house,^ 
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and a sufficient portion of land, for their 
rise near the castle, to which they were to 
conveyed as soon as possible. 



CHAPTER IX. 



^ Thy truth then be thj dower ; for, bj the sacMd i&diance 
of the sun, the mysteries of Hecate^andthe night — by all 
tlie o])eration of the orbs, from whom we do exist and 
cease to be, here I diselaim my paternal carei propinqirity, 
land property of blood ;'tiftd9 as a stranger to riiy heart 
and me, hold thee from this for ever. ^TheTbafblrou^ 
Scyihian, or he who makes his generation messes to gorge 
his appetite, shall, to my bosom, be as well-neighboured, 
pitied, and relieved, as thou, my sometkne daaghter/ 



,yr 



The earl's brow i^s cfouded ; a fidrce me« 
hnoholy, that scarcely impfied perfect sa- 
nity^ marked his look and depbrtfmdnt ^ 
he entd:^ the house cm fain return wilb 
his wounded fdHowa^. Charles Stuart^ 
who was himself but jtist arrived fiHim hia 
vestem route^ readill suoeess. IMsincliiied 
to speadi, he threw his Katlfess fbmi cm* the 
eoucb^ and heaved^ardeeff'sighi 
« Prince, yoUr tx^ops left me with a 
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handftil of my orm vassals* who are aM 
killed bui three, wtd they fie«f uBy woimdf 

^ Indeedt my Iwd ! and no tidings of 
your lovely daughter? I encountered a 
tderaUe party, who, m a padiic manner^ 
allowed each face to be examined, and bag.' 
.gage seardhed, disclaiming any knowledgeof 
sucha transaction; adding, if any of their bre- 
thren had undertaken to protect her, they 
would do so, to the life of their last man.'' 

^ I doufat thmn not," said the earl. '^ I 
bare experienced their rude courage.; but 
their temerity shall be punidied. I am 
returned but to reinforce myaelf. As I 
rose yesterday morning on the summit of 
a hill, at its base I saw a group of people 
preparing to strike their tents, that ap* 
peared three in number. Dispersing my 
men, that suspicion might not hasten their 
proceedings, I changed my crested bonnet 
for a simple one, and made good speed 
down its declivity; but some, among whom 
was the deserter, were on the look-out, 
and, on sight of me, I saw the women run 
precipitately into a t^ick copse, which I 
knew led to a spacious wood. I turned 
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the head of my horse to make to it, but 
the knaves were too deep for me ; for, ar- 
ranging themselves in Rouble ranks against 
the accessible part of the copse — ^my men 
by this time were within sight — they 
fired their pistols without effect ; and each 
to a man of the horde discharged their 
carabines in return. While their boys were 
reloading them, we rode up sword in hand; 
but they, expert and prompt, defended 
themselves with their bludgeons. I have 
left seven of my brave fellows dead on the 
plain. How many they hpve lost I know 
not. One sturdy fellow I felled myself, 
at which time I felt a half-spent ball whiz 
by me, which slightly bruised my shoul- 
der; but, when next we meet, nor man, 
woman, or child, shall escape my ven- 
geance. They acknowledged she was 
vnth them, but neither threat or bribe 
could gain her from them." 

Fanny, who was standing by them, 
burst into tears, saymg — " Now I pray 
you, great sir, be nae so full of wrath 
against a leel-hearted people, but be angry 
wi* poor silly IFanny, for muckle evil ha' 
I done ; but dinna Idll my pier mither, ni 
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ftiither^s husband. Indeed, great sir,"* fall- 
ing on her knees, " they winna' harm your 
daughter; they wi' ha' muckle kindness 
for her. and e^ long you will hear where 
she is gone. Now pray nettle na' yovirsal. 
Let me, poor pddy Fan Ardmore, be pu- 
nished, wha* did a' in fun. Spak, prince, 
to this great, angry laird, nor let him t9.k 
the soldiers wf him again.** 

" Fanny, get up, child ; I ought not to 
feel resentment against you ; but tell me, 
my tender-hearted girl, where they mean 
to take my Arminia?" 

^^ Nae, nae, in simple truth I dinna ken, 
nor ken'd them e'en themsals ; they swore, 
after their usual manner, to take the lassie 
whithersoever she would gang.** 

Stuart now represented to the earl the 
felly of further pursuit ; that the general 
cause could poorly sustkin such wanton 
loss of blood, adding^ — ** Brackannan, I 
hear, has armed his clans, and means to 
give them to the conduct of his son on 
the important day. This will be a power- 
fill reinforcement to the arms of the usur- 
per. You, my lord, have my thanks for 
^oor past services to my royal father. I 
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now lea,ve you free to choose your mast^ ;* 
ferhere I swear, by my best hopes c^.su^^ 
cess in this ^eat cause, never more to mo-> 
lest your lovely dau^iter's peace. Her^ 
happiness, if it cannot be treasured in my 
breast, shall not be intruded on hy my of-^ 
fensive ^uit. , I love the. beaut^ul Armi-^ 
nia, loid cainnot make her wretched. Thus^- 
my lord, I free her ao4 you/* tearing the 
contract as he spoke ; '* but whether you 
join my cause again or not, I aatr^t you. 
pmrsi^ her no farthar. Tins girl, <m your, 
arrival, was telling me' that she means, as 
Eoon a3 she feels herself in safety, to write 
to you; and. when the decisive blow i». 
atruck that makes car mars my fortunes^, 
she will ag^ tbtow herself at your feet; 
to Bvoid me ss her oiAj aim* , Give me. 
your word, my lord, you wift »Qt mc^le^ 
her in her retreat* 

Fanny, transported with Stuart, Imd 
crept to him, and was on her knee$, ble$s>« 
ing his generous heart as he apoke. Tk^ 
ead looked on Stu^ with .disjappoi^ted. 
astonishment. ^^ And can you be a loyer». 
and so cool ?" 

** The fire, peei^ is within^ and sickem 
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on my heart Great will be the struggle 
I have self imposed, but Arminia's happi- 
ness; will aid me in the oonquest" 

" Resolved, prince regent ! are ycni in- 
deed resolved ? What will' the chevalier 
say to this broken contract ?'* 

** So resolved, my lord, tliat were I thi» 
moment seated on England^s throne, and 
the dear fugitive before me, I would not 
exert my royal authority contrary to her 
free will. As for the chevaEer, my faJher, 
he is just — he is feeling ; he will re^et its 
&ilure, but not result it, even in thought 
Here are letters from him in pur absence,' 
in which he infc»rms me the troops he had 
embarked Me now^ cai the <?onfines of Scot- 
land, which will make a vast augm^itation 
of my troops. To-moiTO%v I lead my men 
to Fort Augustus; from thence I shall pro- 
ceed to CuUoden, where all things are iii 
readiness for my reception ; there to wait 
the arrival of the enemy, who take a cir- 
cuitous direction to that place : and now, 
my lord, am I to look on you in future as 
a friend or an enemy ?" 

The earl struck his fcwehead. " Oh Ar- 

1 3 • 
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minia! ungrateful girl! w^hat, what a sa* 
crifice !'• 

Stuart looked on him with a contemp- 
tuous pity, as in great perturbation he 
paced the room. At length he repeated — 
" Who are you for, my lord ? I am anx- 
ious to know my strength.'' 

The earl turned, and, with a hollow and 
almost stifled voice — '^ For who, prince 
regent!— for chevalier St George. Your ge- 
nerous, your noble nature bmds me to 
your cause; yet I must seek my child; 
therefore will not go to Fort Augustus with 
yoii, but at Culloden will meet you, else I 
may never fold her to nay breast again. 
A I for this ^oor girl, I know not what to 
do with her. She is my child, and I wish 
n^4to"|)art ifith her." 

' Fanny flew to him. — ** An wi* your 
own peer Fanny Ardmore. My mither 
never ta*d me my fither*8 name." 

" Yes, child, 1 have wronged you." 

With transport sparkling in her beauti- 
ful eyes, she said—-'* An that bcmny lassie is 
tnyane sister; sine it is so, great sir, gif you 
gang to And her, let your Fanny gang too. 
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^d dinna* tak \vi' you the soldier laddies» 
&r I will sooth and tyst her to come bade.*' 

The earl, taking her hand, and smiling 
as he looked at her, said — ^^ To-morrow, 
Fanny, will be a new day, and we will think 
what is best to do ; but henceforward, as you 
are to look on yoursdf as an earl's daugh- 
ter, until I can procure piasters for you, 
you must pay attention to tiie different 
vxodes of speech you hear, and endeavour to 
form your own by it, and you will not fail, 
in time, to acquire a more polished mode of 
speech ^d manners." 

*VOh, sir ! I ha' muckle to learn, but I 
will try to mak you loo me.** 
. The girl's joy at this news could only 
be equalled by her native simplicity, un- 
tutored but in the simple rudiments of 
learning. Her manners, wild and uncul- 
tivated, she yet possessed a mind deyated 
beycmd the narrow limits of her former rank 
in life ; but, ever emulous of knowledge, 
such information as books on travels and 
history could qonvey, unassisted but by 
hsr own reflections, she had acquired no 
ijDoonsiderable knowledge of for her years. 
There was a native sweetness and bar- 
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mxmj of dispositicMi manifest in all she did- 
or said, and her heart was open, generous, 
and affectionate* The earl had a large 
i^are of penetration, and, though his know- 
ledge of this young creature was very, 
flUgfat, he foresaw but little difBcuIty in 
giving a polish to her exterior, which was 
by nature pretty, and not ungraceful ; and 
though the formation of her mind wouldc 
be more arduous, he hoped much from the 
acuteness and pretty turn of ideas his ob- 
served in her. Indeed there was an excel- 
lent groundwork for the endeavour. 

He was resolved not to send her from 
him, lest by any means she should fall 
into her old association again. He there- 
fore determined to appoint her certain stu- 
dies, and devoted as much of his time to 
her as his military duties would permit, 
which would lay but little claim to his 
hours till the enemy should arrive. 

The morning brought news of the new- 
ly-arrived troops, who were marching 
across the country to join the prince re- 
gent Stuart therefore delayed his intended 
march to Fort Augustus, to receive this 
new augmentation, ^trathbogie, still bent 
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on renewing liis seaidi, for the loss of Ar*^ 
minia greatly agitated him; he eoukl 
not bring his mind to believe her under 
safe convoy, nor recx>ndle himself to the 
rude, coarse manners and acoommodations 
these people could affi)rd her, even admit- 
ting they obeyed her in the safe convoy of 
her person : nor was his high pride a little 
wounded at being overpowered by these 
savage vagrants. Burning with resent* 
ment, grieved, and disappointed, he listen* 
ed not to the remonstrances of Stuart, and 
was on the point of renewing his search^ 
when the servant, delivering a letter to the 
earl, said — " 'Tis from my young lady, sir.*^ 
" How know you that ?*" replied Stuarts 
" The courier, and please your highnesGift 
who rode off full speed on its delivery, said so.> 
Strathbogie seized the letter, but drop^ 
ped it from his nerveless hand ere he could 
open it, Ailer some moments' agitation^ 
he broke the seal. On the perusal he 
stamped, and cursed the hour he became a 
father, saying — *< Prince, this, my some- 
ttme daughter, on whom I lavished so 
much fondness, is married," and threw his 
full length on the ground. Stuart waH 
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speechless. He had resolved to resign herir 
yet a latent ray of beamy hope, contrary 
to conviction, would tremblingly whisper, 
perhaps the struggle might not be for ever ; 
but here he saw a denseness oversh^ow 
this feeble ray, not to be dispersed. He 
dasped his hands, covered his face, and 
leant a^nst the window, regardless of all 
around him. 

Fanny sprang to the earl, to entreat him 
to rise. He spoke not, moved not. She 
thought him dead, and by her shrieks 
Itxrought severed servants to the room. 

** Oh, sir, you sairly fleg your poor 
Fanny ; I beseech you spak, gif ye be nae 
deed." He raised his eyes witli a deep 
groan. ** Alas ! alas ! if sister is married, 
ye canna unmarry her again. Let reason 
and afl^ction plead fi>r her i sine she could 
na' loe the prince, it was nae crime to loe 
anither ; and sure I am, sic a pretty crea- 
ture would na disgrace hersal or you/' 

She then went to Stuart — " Do, dear 
]:Nrince, spak ; may be he will listen to you. 
It is only compassion, and a deep sense of 
pity the earl feels for me; me loe, there- 
fore. He heeds na' what I say. 






The earl raised his head, and, in a soft* 
ened tone, said—" Fanny, come hither ; 
give me that letter — I will read it again." 

Presenting it to him, she knelt to sup* 
port his half-raised body, as he murmured 
its ccmtents. 



EVER-HONOURED, EVER-ADOREI) FATHER, 

** Yes, heaven and earth is wit- 
ness to this truth. My couch, wet with 
my teats of fearful apprehension of your 
dreaded resentment, speaks my sleepleiss 
nights, and the tender solicitude of my be- 
loved friend loses its charm. How shall I 
speak the rest — ^how wound your ear, and 
not my own peace ? That is^ impossible. 
There were but two evils for me to choose. 
Not one comfort — ^no blessings awaited 
your forlorn Arminia, nor will there be 
any till my offended lord turns the melan* 
choly tide of things by his forgiveness. A 
temporary misery was in flight— ^«n eter- 
nal one in the arms of your friend. The 
step your authority forced me to take was 
yery fer from my thoughts when I eloped. 
The fatal encounter you had with the 
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trusty hwde terirified — agonized me^ hst 
you should treble your force, and new mi- 
series should ensue; but when I found 
we were on the very point of encounter- 
ing Chaiies Stuart and his men^ I resolved 
to terminate the contest by an act irrevoc- 
able. I am a wife ; and when my loved 
&ther wills it, I shall be a happy one ; but 
tUl that blest moment, not even the sooth- 
ing tendaness of my chosen lord, nor the 
dear lady to whose care your aSeeiAon some 
time past oMisigned me, can mitigate the 
anguish of my bosom. With her I am in 
safety, but not in peace, until my lord and 
father bids me throw myself at his feet. 

" All I have to c^er in extenuation of 
my conduct you too well know ; to say 
more would be to cast unsalutary reflec* 
tions, inimical to duty and affection, which 
still reigns in my breast as potently as, 
^ver. Unqualified as I am at present to 
make a request to your lordship, yet jus- 
tice, gratitude, and a kind of intuitive af- 
fection, constrain me to speak of that dear- 
^rl, whose philanthropic spirit induced her 
to risk much herself to aid my flighfc 
Moggy Sinclair, of the gipsy tribe, infbrmisi 
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me that her daughter, of whom I now 
speak, is your lordship's child ; to prove 
this assertion^ she has put into my hand a 
letter, evidently written by your lordship, 
wherein you desire the unborn infant, if a 
son, should be baptized Ardmore, in order 
to claim your count^iance and friendship 
in his riper years ; but, proving a daugh^ 
ter, she named her Frances Aidmore^ not 

• 

without hope it might have some influotice 
over you. She gave nie this ring, which 
I endose for Fanny, as your lordship pro-i 
mised, onthe sight of that bauble, to protect 
the child who wore it. Providence ha& 
cast my Jiumble Fsmny on your lordship's, 
mercy. My bosom glows for the dear 
girl with mc»ie than common warmth; and. 
Qould any thing at this period raise a smile, 
of satisfaction on my depressed feature^ it 
would be to see your lordship turn a pity- 
ing eye on your unoffending child. Make, 
fbr h^ an ample provision, and then the 
soimwing Armmia wiU not feel herself 
quite an outcast from her fatiier^s bosom r 
if this request is complied with, hope stitt 
fiattei^and supports me, that you, my once 
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fond &ther, will pky and forgive your af- 
flicted, i^ectionate 

•* Armikia " 



** Yes, sorceress, whose bewitching soift- 
ness hangs about ray heart, spite of your 
headstrong disobedience, what . in charity 
you ask, I will bestow with the hand of 
munificence. Your every other expecta^ 
tion shall be crushed, I will shew you 
that Hugh Ardmore can learn to hate his 
once-idolized Arminia. Ungrateful girl! 
the eye of pity you demand for her sliall 
look on her with tenderest love. All that 
was once your own she . shall possess. 
Base, mean, degenerate wretch ! could a 
breath annihilate you, I would issue it forth 
this moment" 

He paused. Fanny, absorbed in tears^ 
hung on the ann of the sofa, secretly re- 
gl-etting she had aided her escape. After 
awhile, in which total silence reigned, he 
again broke forth. — " And must Arminia 
never more wait on my smile, nor sooth 
my aching head — my anxious heart, that 
object once so dear, so tenderly beloved ? 
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But It ^ill aU come home to her ; she shall 
feel how hitter it is to rouse Strathbogie*s 
hate. Curse on the entailment ! that cannot 
he cut off; that rich paternal inheritance 
must be hers. Well, be it so ; I invoke 
plenty to flow upon her as a curse. Let 
that I cannot: deprive her of become her 
bitterest foe." 

Thus did grief and fancied hatred en^ 
gross his every thought. Stuart, who had 
been petrified at the account of Arminia's 
marriage, was roused by the repeated excla- 
mations of the earl. Turning towards him 
— ** Peer, is this delirium, or is it possible 
that you can cast such perfection from 
you ? Curse her not, vain ambition's tool ! 
'tis I should curse and rave ; mine is aloss 
irrevocable ; yet bless her, Heaven ! pour 
down thy balmy comforts on her angelic 
spirit!" casting a look of contemptuous pity 
on him. 

" Oh presumptuous man, how impotent 
are all thy ways! Little does the grovelling 
comprehend the rich refinements of the vir- 
tuous heart. Can gilded dross add riches 
to the mental man,^ or its loss disrcAe the 
peaceful breast ^f the rich ore that purity 
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bestows? Come, Innocenee^ ihou gentle 
goddess! jrobe4 in asbeistos, pure as isthyself, 
infuse into my breast thy sweet sarenity ! 
thy unoimsQious dignity ! and with tby 
simpk, unaffected voice^ still the rough 
tamults<)fthes^ jarring passions! andPiety, 
thou ddest bom^of Heaven ! beam on nay 
soul thy mild refulgence ! teach, oh teach 
me tQ resign tHis object, mare-- than self- 
adored, and sighing own thou canst do aU 
things well!'' 

When the torrent of the eaii's invective 
was abated, he gave the letter into the 
band of his friend, saying — *' I will punisk 
this ingrate, and make atonement to xny 
long-n^ected Fanny,"* drawing her on the 
SO&, where he had thrown himself. 

Stuart eagerly ran his eye over it, to find 
her signature, but found no clue to direct 
him to the person of her choice, saying 
within himself—" How shall I leam the 
name of this hs^py man, that should he 
prove an enemy in the fidd, I may turn 
my sword edgekss against him ? Ah, ex- 
cellent Arminia ! you know not how dearly 
I prize your happiness !" 

Her ladyship studiously avoided her 
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title and immediate plaoe of residence, that 
no peculiar rage might raise her father's 
arm on the approaching engagement 
against her loved Montreal 

This circumstance greatly disturbed Stu- 
art The only consolation he felt was the 
thought of the busy scene the line of duty 
&ad marked out for him, and blessed the 
approaching day, when his soul, being reus* 
ed to action, would aid him to forget the 
treasure he had lost. 

Here Stuart shewed himself a hero; and 
be his fate in war what it might, he was 
still a conqueror. 

Fanny's ndivete was not easily awed by 
the greatness of her father, or the' self-made 
itegent ; it would repeatedly manifest it- 
self, and sometimes drew the earl frhiBi the 
de^ gloom Arminia's marriage had thftfwn 
him in. One day, with her aecustdmed 
hilariiby, she said^'' Wi' the bonny lasae, 
.Ahninia^ ca*' me sister, sine ye ca' me you? 
daughter?" 

"^Nta&e her not^^' repfiedi;he earl; '* d» 
ft marriedMttid I havediscarded hev; vmA 
Ukely yott wilii nev«P see- bei^" 
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^ Ah, Heaven's beni8on&* on ha*! wIijT 
notr 

*^ Did I not say she was marfied, and I 
have discarded her?'* 

"^ Mickle luck betide her then! I loo'd 
her as soon as I cast my twa eeh upon her; 
ye manna be sae angry wi' her ; it is nae 
Christian like. Do mak' it up wi' her, and 
ca' her hame ; she wi' be e'en right glad 
to oome baek.'' 

" I forbid you, Fanny, on pain of my 
dispkasune, to speak of her any more; I 
have thrown her from my heart, and so 
must you," 

^' Wed but, my lord, that is mair than 
I can do.** 

''You may from your speedb, child. I 
have disinherited her ; you are to have her 
fortune — at least all 1 can deprive her of. 

Fanny stared at him with surprise, and 
wiping away the moiisture that suffiised 
her bri^t eyes, replied — " I ken it to be 
a hard one then ; I had rather work to 
maintain my peer auld grandfither than 
bealQi^'s daughter on sic teems. Gifl 
ha* thought coming into this house was to 



STAATHBOGIE. 191 

take her tocher awa', ony one should 
have helped her out of the wuinock for me; 
and gin ye ha' not enough, my lord, for 
her and me,e*en lat me gang back to poorr 
tith an peace; gin being a fine lassie fashes 
ane sae, Td sooner be peer Fanny Ard- 
more a' my days." 

" Silence, you littie fool P sternly repli« 
ed the earl, and quitted the room. 

Thegoodnessof this girl's heart was alibel 
<Mlhis own ; and perceiving he could notawe 
her into silmee, he desired M'Lean would 
leason her out of the folly in offering con* 
traduction to his will, when, on the expos- 
tulation of this woman, she said — *^ Weel, 
he is a crabbed auld carle ; but syne he is 
my fither, I shall tak mair care to obey 
him.'' 

On the contrary, Stuart, more pleased 
with her day by day, encoun^ed her to 
think of her sister with affection, and bade 
her, while she carefully obeyed her father, 
to study his humour^ and sooth him when* 
ever opportunity occurred, as the surest 
means of at length bringing the amiable 
Arminia to his parental bosom. He could 
not but admire the artless simplicity of this 
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child of nature; and during this cessation 
of arms, he assisted the earl in the forma- 
tion of this young areature's mind, with no 
small satisfaction to himself, and benefit to 
his own spirits. 

Strathbogie was not disappointed in his 
expectations of this girl ; he found her men- 
tal powers improve, and her manners; po- 
lish quicker than he could expect. At her 
age the. ideas begin rapidly to expand, and 
form themselves into a fixed character. He 
had written to several friends for a proper 
person to entrust her with, but without 
jeffect ; and when the arlny was obliged to 
prodeed onwafd to CuUoden, he took her 
to the destined spot, of encampment, in- 
• stead of sending her to Ardmore IVioiy. 
He loved her, spite of his pride, and thought 
he did so more strongly than was true ; 
for while he sighed, and a heavy gloom 
hung on his brow, he fancied he had 
thrown Arminiafi-ocfi his tender solicitude, 
and had enthroned Fanny in his heart. 
But his sleep left him — ^his pursuits amil^ 
ed him not, and his health seemed giving 
way to the perturbation of his noiind. Often 
lie would havei^ken of her to Stuart, but 
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his pride forbade him ; a smile never beam- 
ed on his countenance, but when he mark- 
ed some new idea, or improved air, of his 
new-found daughter; yet on Fanny he 
never lavished those fond endearments he 
had wont to do on his Arminia. 

Stuart understood his feelings, and se- 
cretly enjoyed his punishment, for as a war- 
rior only could he esteem Strathbogie; 
there was a craftiness in his politics offen- 
sive to the generous candour of this young 
man. 

Thus had Arminia been forgotten, in a 
house which but lately owned her its 
greatest ornament, but for the artless Miss 
Ardmore, who sometimes forgetting her 
father's indignant frown, would name her, 
though it obliged her to fly his presence, to 
escape looks which almost petrifiedher. The 
exaltation of Fanny did not make her slight 
her mother or grandfather ; she constantly 
wrote to both, expressive of the earl's care 
and solicitude of her ; she felt grateful to 
him, and nothing displeased her in his con- 
duct but his resentment to her sweet sis- 
ter. His character she could not form an 
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opinion of beyond bis powers of hatred and 
kindness ; all beside was too complex fop 
inexperience like hers. To her mother she 
wrote a wish that she knew where that 
bonny lassie was, for then she would write 
and coax her to return, and sue for pardon^ 
assured the " crabbed earl could not with- 
stand ane glance of j^er speaking een, they 
-prould be sure to majc' her peace.** 

Lady IVIontreal* to whom Moggy shew- 
ed these letters, felt most fordbly her fiu 
ther's indignation at her name ; yet fond 
tkopie flattered her ti^at stijll she wr^ dear to 
bim,' since l\e bad paid i^^nie regsurd to he^ 
request fpr her jiittle gipsy friend ; near was 
Miss Ardmore's simple s^vpYral of affection- 
i^te concern ; un^l^eresting ; it dre^ from 
ber pensive brow a smile of tencjef gEati^ 
tude. Ifcr ladyship had appointed one of 
the hprcie to be the courier to the camp, 
i^i qrder to bring her every species of in- 
diligence ; dnd by this nieans she com* 
ir)€9iqed a correspondence with Miss Aid- 
iriore. Tl^ps she became acquainted with 
oil thaJt intj^estqd her relative to her fether, 
and estabUsibed in the bosom of the sisters 
a reciprocal affectiop* Every letter from 
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Fanny convinced Arminia of the goodness 
of that girVs heart, the clearness of her un- 
derstanding, and of the rapid progress she 
made in the culture of her mind. 

As Miss Ahimore was hanging on the 
arm of the earl, walking pensively through 
the camp, she was ahout to hreak the si- 
lence that haid reigned for some minutes^ 
by asking some questions relative to the 
movements of sonie of the troops, when she 
perceived a tear steal down the chee?k of 
^trathbogie. She reclined her face on his 
filioulder, and pressing the arin hers was 
linked in to her bosom, said—" Ah, my 
dear fither, that tear of tenderness is for my 
sister; naethirig but her sbri*6Ws cbuld bVw* 
come your nobl6, manly spirit — indeed^ 
my fither, she is sairlyflegg'd about you.** 

" She ceased to love me When she left 

5 ■ ' . ■ ' ■ / 

me." 

" Nae, nae, dear sir, she loes you ten- 
derly, and bids me watch you neet and day. 
You winna lat me spak' of her, or I would 
have ta'd you mony a thing she sky s.** 

" How know you what i^e' says T with 
surprise interrogated her father. 

*• Now this is glide of you to let me 
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speak of her ; I sal loe you as weel as she^ 
does, gin you will be so kind ; I ha' mony 
letters fiae her dear hand.** 

" Secret ones, are they not, Faiiny ?*' 

" Nae, indeed, my lord, you may see 
them a', and in them you wi' find how 
strongly she exhorts me to. be unremitting 
in my duteous attention on you " 

" So, Frances, your love fcr this disobedi- 
ent fugijtiye has influence your conduct 
towards me.** 

** I do indeed loe my sister tenderly, and 
you a wee bit; but a deep scpise erf my 
duty and gratitude.has be^ the true spring 
of my actions, or I had rirfd awa' too wjien 
you look sae glouring at me.* 

. " Well, my dear child, drop the subject; 
and if you do not provoke me very mvch^ 
I will not look angry again," strokmg her 
hand that hung in his arm. 

The earl's entire thoughts w«e, at the 
moment . Miss Ardmore begau to speak, 
centered on his Arminia; all the fcmd lather 
had sprung to his breast, ^ he ruminated 
on the near approaching day that might 
close his career for ever, and his child, 
till now so dear, unpressed to his bosom, 
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unblessed by his paternal voice. Com- 
punction embittered reflection, and owned 
she had only asserted those native rights 
which he had vainly hoped to have snatch- 
ed from her: but his offended and morti- 
fied pride would shortly have overcome 
those feelings, had not Miss Ardniore 
seized the happy moment to name her. 
He listened, not displeased, and felt, not- 
withstanding the sweet simplicity and obe- 
dient compKance of this' his new-found 
child had won strongly on his heart, yet 
liis Arminia filled the first place there. 

On theit return home, Fanny lost no 
time in laying the packet of letters fix)m 
her sister before him; as he leant pensively 
on the table, she bent to kiss the hand that 
supported his head, and retired to heir stu- 
dies. 

The peer looked on the packet, sighed^ 
atid put them in his pocket. 

From this period ail minds tvere greatly 
a^tated for the event df the grand daty 
that was to decide the fate of the houses of 
Hanover and Stuart. The self-made re- 
gent heard the royal duke had recommen- 
ced his march from -Aberdeen tow^ds 
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Naim^ where he proposed but to refresh \ns 
troops, and then xnajce all |)jradent expedi- 
tion^ to prevent fuirther inroads from the 
Pretender^s party on his harassed country- 
men^ haying leamt^ with indignant sorrow, 
the buminir of Fort Augustus. 
. Charles and Strathbogie were now ac- 
tively employed in maks^ig all iiecessaiy 
arrangements for the reception of the ene- 
my onCiiUoden Muir, being the appointed 
spot for the termination ci this pah^I con- 
test , 
^ po the eve of the fifteenth of April;, the 
^arl entered the apartments of Miss .Ard- 
more, and embracing her,, remained silent 
a few miniotes. !|Iis feelings, ev^r ppwer- 
ful, agitated his frame as he pressed her 
doser to his bosom ; at length he said— ^ 
ff My child, |o-xnorrow wiU be ?p eyentful 
day — ^to-morrow sinks ypur^fj^ther to.xisp 
no more, or ranks him next the throne. 
I ]^ad hoped, my Fyances^. from the inquj|- 
ries of my numerous friends, som^ of them 
would have found for meadin^creetwoman 
of information, with wJhom I could have 
placed you, far from the scene of terror 
and confusion which must necessarily take 



|)Iace. But evcfry mind is, aiid has Ib'een so 
occupied with its individual interest, that 
what was unconnected with it has passed 
into oblivion, as soon as thought gave it 
birth ; I regret the circumstance alone, riot 
casting any blame on thdi- tardy friend- 
ships. Remain here, my l^ood girl ; Ish^ 
leave with you a trusty liind, who, if I 
fen. will bear you in safety to" the victori- 
ous party^ for I have many noble friends 
oh either side, wlio v&\ see you righted ac- 
cording to my written wish. If victory 
crown our hopes, I shall be myself the 
bearer of the glad tidings.'* 

Miss Ardmore, penetrated with the pa- 
ternal care he now evinced for her future 
welfare, and awe-struck at the terrors of 
the ensuing day, sunk on Ker knees, and iii 
a stifled sob, sighed alotid — ^'^ Alas! my 
poor sister!" 

The eari started, and turned away his 
head. 

Frances, fearful he would leave her, seiz- 
ed his hand — ** Forgive, my dear fither, 
your Fanny, and let me tliank you for all 
your goodness tome. From this moment 
I will seek a throne of mercy for your pre- 
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servation; there will I put up a' my heart, 
for so I ken will my dear sorrowing——" 

Here she trembled, not daring to pro- 
nounce the name of sister, lest his last look 
should pierce her through with anger. 

The earl understood her. Forcibly 
struck at her ' affection, for one so little 
known, as well as her humble obedience to 
himself, he raised her from the ground, 

her the packet of letters- — " As, my love, 
I believe you prize these papers, I will not 
keep them from you; but tell me, dear 
child, are these all 1"^ 

" Yes, my \oftAr 

^ None in which she speaks the name 
and quality of him for whom she has re- 
nounced her father and his prince ?" 

*' I dinna ken either his: name or rank; 
indeed, my fither, I dinna ; she only says, 
; hers is a threefold cause of terror, for on 
that fatal day, her loved lord, her idolized 
father, and the son c^ her most esteemed 
friend, wi- be at once engaged ; and you 
see she adds, * on whatever side victory 
decides, her bosom's doomed to bleed — ^a 
husband or a father vanquished*" 
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** Vanquished!" cried the earl, passing 
his hand over his forehead ; " I wish I 
knew him, that I might*— shun him«" 

Miss Ardmore threw her arms round his 
neck — " Ah, that you might protect him, 
I ken, was what you meant ; there's a' the 
fither in that noble heart, and Heaven's be- 
nison be wi' you for the thought !'* 

The earl kissed her seversd times, and 
blessing her bewitching softness, rushed 
from her apartment; he could not stand the 
penetration of his little girl. She saw that 
which disappointed ambition would not 
let him acknowledge to himself. 

Miss Ardmore kept her promise to the 
earl; her agitation would not let her go to 
rest; she therefore sought relief to her feel- 
ings in devotional duties. Alternately she 
prayed for her father's safety, then for the 
life of Anninia's husband. Party spirit 
she knew nothing of; her young thoughts 
had never turned to political subjects; 
therefore which side should prove victori- 
ous was not the point she had in view. 
That stupendous Deity, who governs aU 
thbgs^ she knew would decide aright ; 

K 8 
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faerfiuppHcatiofus were for those dearly cos-^ 
xiected witii hi^. A little hduxe daybreak^ 
her exhausted ^qpdrits aoiigfat rest ;. and 
throwing her weary limbs (m the couch, she 
feu into a gentle sliiniber^ until distant 
firing awoke her. Starting appalled, sb^ 
sprang firom tl>e oouch^ and 1^ the cham- 
ber. 

^ Where are you going, madam ?' said 
a voice, as she luslted through the halL ^^I 
must not let you out (£ my sight ;: it was 
the earl's last orders^ as* he mounted hisr 
charger.^' 

** Obey him then,. sfkA fofhw me,** dart- 
ing into the Qelds in a moment. 

In vain her attendant's expostulation; 
slie heaifd, or heeded not, till she had en- 
tered her father's tent. Here ker alaim: 
became excessive ; the firing wasr miuch 
stronger, and imagination filled her reten* 
tive ear with the groans of the wounded-^ 
*^ Here,'^ said shei, *^ I shall he^r the sad 
fate of them a' — ^here I shall dress my & 
therms wounds, &>r nane w? do it sae ten^ 
derfy as his ehild.'^ 

Tiie attendant now stkove ta msfif^ her 
with personal fear in vein ; she saw no dan- 
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ger but that to wKieh her father was ex- 
posed, aihd the bitter anguiish of her dear 
Arnainiiu Her only answers to his entreat 
teis teere, •* They will kill him— he will 
die — atid I wi^ obtain from him in his last 
foments a blessing for his absent child I 
Ah, my poor sister I I wi* convey it to yott 
with the breath of Section "' 

Thus occupied in thought, she remained 
in the tent until the shrill trumpet and th^ 
lioubling drum prodtltildied aloud a victory 
complete ; knd herte we iVill le&ve her, t6 
take a survey of BrackaflDan Castle and the 
Glen. 

Froha the day forS Mbntreal left his 
teSde tJb rietum to itiilitary duty, the mar* 
quis had divine sfervice peribtmed daily irt 
the respfefetive chapels of thfe Castle and the 
Glen ; fi^ amtrfig the improv^ttients Hora- 
tio Bfrakle, his inbthet forgot hot to have a 
chapel, or oratory, erected in the grounds^ 
^hich wa6 regularly sferved by a minister 
Dotiald provided Irom a distant town ; 
and i& thi& was built remote from the cot'^ 
iage> its inhabitants had been as free from 
Qttrusiott since^ m be^re it& eteetioB. 
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During tlus period of painful doubt to 
their struggling country, the marquis or- 
dered, throughout aU his demesnes, three 
fasts to be observed, for success ta the royal 
arms, and for the life of his dear son* Nor 
did the pious ^nthusiasiti rest here; the 
holy contagion spread, for neighbouring 
chieftains followed so laudable an examplo; 
The last f^tst was observed on the grand 
decisive day. 

Kemote fix)m the scene of action, their 
moments were undisturbed ; and such had 
been the Christian experience of this fa- 
mily, that their firm reKance was placed on 
the ttielxiies of an overnding Providence, 
so that their hearts fidnted not at the kn- 
pending danger of those most dear to them. 
Nor was the guilty earl forgotten in this 
day's service ; both publidy and privately, 
his name was presented before the^ Thrcaie 
of Grace for mercy and protection. 

When the family met at the stated sea* 
sons of the day,, d^ection marked none of 
their countenances, lady Montreal's ex- 
cepted; a certain evil must arise to her, let 
the day turn on which side it would i her 
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prayer therefore was for strength to sup- 
port, ^with pious fortitude, the sad tidings 
that "were sure to meet her ear. 

In this pious and resigned frame we 
may deem them truly enviable. Not so 
the terror-struck Fanny. When she ad- 
dressed herself to prayer, or for a moment 
was deep wrapped in meditation, sudden- 
ly she was roused by the many*tongued 
instruments of death, that echoed loud and 
awful to her boding heart. At length 
the decisive blow was struck ; the rebels 
fled ; their base allies remaining inactrv'^e. 
At length panic-struck, yielded to royal 
arms^ without one single effort to' support 
their flying comrades. 

As Stuart and Sti^thbogie fled, they re- 
peatedly changed caps with the dying and 
the dead, as time could best admit, by 
which, no sooner were they discovered, 
than lost again by this artifice. 

Montresd, coming up with the earl as he 
pursued Charles Stuart, a prize all were 
anxious to present to their sovereign, bade 
him haste to his tent ; but the earl look« 
ed not, nor replied ; the voice was known, 
.^nd a glance from his adviser's eye brought 
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Till the past to his reco!lectio»; lie iii6W 
it to fee tlie gallant Mordafrt, atid knew h^ 
affinity to Brackannan^s house. lie i^hud* 
^red ; I0 have fallen sword in hand Would 
have been glorious ; but tobe a pHsotoier^ii4 
Mordant's prisoner, his guilty atid indig- 
nant spirit eeuld not brook. Wrapped in 
honor, he would have fled fsAt his b^ti 
tent, but for a ^edlar^ seizing hrs ami,an4 
diragging hfen towards It, whisq^ered — ^^* In- 
fcere — inhere/* Scaix?ely sensible, he tiire* 
iiimself on the couch* 

Fasnny, believing him dying, fclasped hife 
neck, and shrieking, called aloud fox* a sur-^ 
geon to dress his woutids, yet adding—^ 
« Speak, my lord. I seena' blid; Hteavea 
forefeiid you shouM be wounded f yet hovr 
pale ! Speak, my poor father ! speak t6 
your Fanny's entreatied^ and bid rne sfend 
your blessing to my distressed sister !" 

Her solicitude roused him ; afed taking 
her in his arms^ drew a pictui^ from his^ 
bosom of lady Mcmtreal,. and kisiking alter* 
hately that and Miss Ardmore, he said— » 
"• Go, my excellent girl ! go to her y6ur* 
self, my love ; teli her I blessed her in m j? 
agony of despair. Oh, support her gentle^ 



nfttmie^ gradous Hear^m ! ^Lsk her to for-^ 
ghrerae! say &te lias aTenged her and her 
ii^ved motker in ber fkttier^c overthrow, for 
I mimt dtiier pursae the fertunesof the man 
I fought for, in a ibreign cUme^ a heggared 
wanderer, or yield me a prisoner to an in^- 
Mlt«d monarch . Ge^ my Frances; bid Ar-^ 
mtnia proteet you. This 'pesper, which in 
bitterness I signed, thus I destroy it,^ teaf- 
iDg to fragm^lits a feMed paper he drew 
from his desk ; ** I can depeind 6n her n(v 
\Ae nature to enaiUe you to Hve as be- 
comes the daughter of the oncci high-cresfc- 
ed Strathbogie; iii berTirtues see|: an asy- 
lum — I can no longer proteet myself" 

Fanny, oveFpowered by sobs; sunk oA 
her knees;, while the man who had dragged 
teiSi within tlie tent had by this time 
taken off his pecBar's habit, and casting it 
over the earl, said — "Haste, put it on;; 
!6rackannan laid me watch you on the 
event of the day^ aad guide you to the 
'Glen e£ Morris, which is open for your re* 
*eptioft. Come, my lord,, there is no timfr 
for parley.'* 

Fanny now recovering her voice, said— «» 
* Dear my fither, let me share your dan- 



tQI the past to his reooO^vi/stomed to luxu- 
it to fee tlje gdlant Mrj^ cheer where an- 
affiinity to Brstcl^aSir/io act ; I ha' wwked 
dered; 10 have fr'^ and should I not do 

have been glor /^ ?" 
Mofdanf s "^^d, you lose time." 
nant spir jr'j^^ed not the friendly admo- 
honor, /f^d, but the pathetic entreaties 
tent, ' y^^tt^^^ child ; she brought back to 
^li*a< /^l^^ ^^^^ Arminia in all her anxious 
kf ^'tud^ ^'^^ h^^ — " Two such hearts as 
f ^ and my Arminia's seldom fall to the 
^.0fa good man* I, alas ! have no claim 
^ either; your sight would be hateful to 
'^e, if I did not even yet love virtue in 
others, though I banished the lovely maid 
^om my own bosom; now I am more 
humbled in the contemplation of,h§rin 
you, my children^ than even by my sad 
fortunes." 

At this moment lord Mcmtreal entered; 
liaving los^t Stuart in the group of fugi> 
^tives, he hastened his return^ to hear if the 
^aii was safe^ and exclaimed on seeii^ him, 
" What ! not gone, my lord I the life of Ar- 
minia's father is sacred to Montreal ; I pray 
jou hasten away under the convoy <rf i\m 
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liind, who has the marquis's CH^ers how 
best to cover yout retreat. My Anriinia 
and yours is with lady Eglintoun, at the 
cottage .in the Glen, who anxiously long 
to receive you, where, in the centre of a 
thick copse, stands a little hermitage these 
hands ^ected, where you will be sheltered 
from the most curious search.*^ 

" Young man," feebly gasped the over- 
powered earl, " is this pledge of friendship 
from the hand of Brackannan and his son ? 
— ^Just, oh thou Supreme Ruler, are thy 
wise edietSi, merciful in thy vengeance !-— 
Montreal, my blessing to thee is little 
worth ; I stand too strongly criminated in 
youir sight, and in my own, to offer the 
free dictates of a grateful spirit ; but say, 
in your person do I behold the husband of 
Arminia ?'' 

Montreal bowed, 

** Ob, my lord, comfort her, love her f 
she is worthy all your tenderness ; solace 
lier labouring bosom, for her guilty fallen 
father." 

^ Gk), my lord, with all speed, and be 
yourself her solace ; to bid her smile, and 

f ^ 
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you not in safety, wotda Be as vam as fcr 
stem the torrent in it« niost rapid force.* 

Fanny now rose, and caught the hand 
of Itoratio, saying — *\ You are the very 
iangel I was praying for, to conifort fny 
poor fitter/' 

While Horace looked at the girf with 
astonishment, the eaii drew Fanny withiii 
Jiis arms, saying — " Montreal^ all that a 
father's foh(&iess can wish ceRtre in yoii 
and my loved children j and I entreat 
you'll take to your join! protection this 
unoffending, this more than orphart child, 
untaught, but innocent and affectionate ? 
tell my Arminia I give her unportioned 
to her care, but her liberal heart will not 
let her remain long so — ^farewell, thou 
liobie, most exalted youth ; and you, my 
poor Fanny, found in a perik>us hour,. 
God keep and bless you f if I escape to» 
the Glen, we shall meet again ; if not— oh 
Ihorror, horror r 

On this he darted from the tent, the 
vassal with hiin, and were instantly out of 
sight Miss Ardmore, in wild distress, 
would have followed; but Montreal re- 
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mmdii^g her the earl had committed her 
to his care, in order to convey her to Ar- 
minii^ led her away in silence, 
. Nature's powerful pleadings worked in 
the young mind of this sweet child as 
strongly as if lively affection had drawn 
forth hdr spyrows; nor could the gentle 
speech of Montreal chase firora her sad 
heut the regret that Strathhogie would 
not let her share his distresses, still con* 
yinced she could make a cot or hovel com- 
fortahle. 

There had been hut little to attach her 
to the earl, and even that, by his severTty 
of expression against lady Montreal, would 
have lost its effect, had riot a something-^ 

from the moment she learned he was hier 

-I • _^ > ^ • ' . ■ 

father, mOTepcfwerfuUy attracted her do- 
cile nature : nor shall a wonder at this arise 
in the reader's mind^ when we reflect that 
the youths, in this northern division of the 
Icingdom, are early trained to strong ha- 
bits of piety, in whatever rank they move ; 
and where shall be found so firm a basis to 
filial obedience? Nor was Miss Ardmore 
witliout this rich acquirement, which add- 
ed strength to the many natural beauties 
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in her half-formed character. She saw with 
astonishment that high towering spirit, 
which in the morning broke forth as a 
tempest unawed by surrounding dangers, 
ere evening thus subdued ; but noW a 
mighty chief commanding, numbers, and 
how a wandering outcast, nor home, nor 
friendly shed, to rest ih (Safety his harassed 
spirits, or his trembling limbs ; amidst her 
naivete and Unlettered senste, she had 
never been without reflection, and, in her 
new situation, she found wide scope for it, 
which caused the crystal spring to over- 
flow, and swell with convulsive sobs her 
feeling heart, as she hung regardless on the 
' arm of Horatio, her only thought still rest- 
ing on the earl, who humbled by misfor- 
tunes, and amazed at the elevated con- 
duct of Brackannan's house, once mol-e felt 
as a man and as a Christian. Ambition, 
awe-struck, snapped his cords asunder, 
while gigantic pride, that till now held 
such full empire on his soul, abashed, with 
a deep sigh issued from his swelling breast^ 
never to enter more. 
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^ Like the lily that once was mistiness of the fields 
I'll bang my head find di^." 

As lord Eglintoun was borne off the field, 
wounded, he was conveyed to lord Mont- 
real's tent, as the nearest place of rest, 
where his friend Edward joined him, just 
as his lordship entered with his lovely- 
brunette — " Dudley, how fares it with 
you? what, sick at h^art, man, at the 
sight of blood ? .come, lool^ not so piteous- 
ly ; we shall have many a tight skirmish 
together, never fear, in some unthought-of 
contention, and jointly, as now, pluck the 
laurel from our country's foe," 

The viscount, in his depalring love, se- 
cretly hoped his wound might prove mor- 
tal; faint with loss of bjood, he said— 
" Horatio, I feel pnly for my valued mo- 
ther; her grief willbe excessive; com- 
mend my duty to her ; her sorrow is more 
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go to the Glen of Morris ; there is the lady 
dowager, who is with my Arminia; and this 
my little charge, which I commit to your 
care, wijl soon light up health on that woe- 
begone countenance. But really, Dudley, it 
will spare your mother an anxious, as well 
as you a painful journey, and by present- 
ing this child of nature to the arms of a 
iriend and sister in the person oflady Mont- 
real, you will confer a favour on all ; she 
was intrusted to my care by her father^ as 
he fled from his tent ; where she has been 
hid so many years, I have yet to learn, as 
also your name, sweet mourner.** 

" Ah, my lord 1 it is a nif rf'^name ; it 
had been weel if I had nae ken'dPit ; but I 
am called Frances Ardmore.* 

•* Well, lady Frances." 

" Hold, my lord," a crimson blush suf- 
fusing her face ; " I have no daim to sic 
an honourable title; dinna jeer me, I pray; 
•tis true I am earl Strathbogie*s daughter, 
yet only Frances or Fanny Ardmore." 

" Well, dear child, no matter ; while 
you retain that sweet, ingenuous simplicity, 
you will be dear to me and lady Montreal. 
Allow these friends to conduct you to hei^ 
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a camp is an insecure place for a young 
female, and my duty will detain me for a 
time near the royal general. Your joint 
assertions of my safety will silence the anx- 
ieties of my family, to whom, as soon as a 
higher, but less pleasing duty will permit, 
I shall fly to embrace, with all the ardour 
of a son and husband." 

Edward Askew, who had maintained an 
almost incessant gaze at Mis^ Ardmore, 
now dropped his eyes, as conscious of the 
folly he had been guilty of. Attracted by 
her brilliant, tawny comple^cion, the lustra 
oi ^ ^oe*black eyes, which through her 
tears beamed mild simplicity, the prettily- 
tumed Fuby lips, the regularly-polished 
ivofy that ahcme betwe^i them, her elegant 
oval, terminated by an impressive dimple, 
w)t^ a deUcately-f^nned aqui^ne nose, so 
sweetly l^aqnocizij^ each oiher, they be^t 
uf^ng^Hy a victorious march on the heart 
of the gaUant captain ; but her name spoke 
his presumption, ^^d' in an iijistant called 
his thoughts to order, and turning to JDud* 
ky^ said — ** I think Montreal advises 
ijghtly; >ve will ^t off inunediately ; and 
as yp^ st^te isenders you incapable of t^e 

VOL. IV. I- 
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care of the lady, if Miss Ardmore,** bow- 
ing,. " will confide in my solidtude for ber 
comfort and safety, I shall be proiid'of 
such a trust." 

" I thank you, sir; and though I am 
willing to be under your protection, I can- 
not feel comfort while my poor fither k&as 
na* where to find it.** 

Montreal had been enough of the lover, 
though no bold enterprises marked his 
love-sick hours, not to trftce its seizure on 
the heart of his brother soldier ; and feeling 
all that esteem that one man of honour can 
for another, was pleased with his protec- 
tion of his beautifiil jpro/^^(^. 

Here the soldiers bode adieu to each 
other; Montreal to the royal duke's pavi- 
lion, and the trio to the Vale of Morris, 
where their reception fix)m those well- 
known characters may easily be coiiceived; 
yet short as was their journey, and their 
movements slow, it evidently irritated the 
viscounf s wounds, producing considerable 
fever. 

Lady Eglintoun*s piety had taught her 
to regulate her feelings ; and though, as a 
mother, she lamented her son's 8u£&riDg5> 
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she WHS still grateful for his life^ hoping 
all tilings good from that providential 
hand, that had to so late a period of life 
conducted her ways with so much com- 
parative felicity, and a holy resigniation 
to all dispensations, enabled her to attend 
to the sick chamber with composure* 

Miss Ardmore met, from lady Montreal, 
the warmest reception sisterly affection 
could give ; they mingled tears for the uh- 
cartain fate and- wounded feelings of the 
earl ; the yet-uncultivatfed virtues and na- 
tive grace shone so conspicuously in this 
young rustic, as td cement the whole far 
mily in the bonds of friendship to her ;'Sb# 
was affectionate, inn6cent, and modest! 
her former pert volubility had received a 
necessaa'y check from the earl's hauteur; 
but she owed to the susceptibility of her 
own heart, and to the acuteuess of her 
judgment, that playful gaiety, that unof- 
fendir^ vivacity, tliat spirited every word 
and action ; the strange concatenation of 
events which had militated in her favour 
during the few past weeks, led her to deep 
reflection; that reason which before had 
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been obscured by giddy playfulness, now 
began to shine with no smaJl lustre ; her 
early day of life threatened to illustrai;e the 
poet's beautiful couplet of — 

*' Full many a flower is born to blush unseen. 
And waste its sweetuess on the desert air.*' 

But in this instance fortune, to use a 
worldling's phrase, had proved more fe- 
vourable ; she but blossomed in obscurity 
to shed her fragrance on a, more genial isoil. 

The lady Oriana gave every affectionate 
encouragement to attract her friendship, 
and took delight in sharing with lady Mont- 
jeal the pleasing task of improving her 
teeming mind, though shortly the revered 
tutor of Arminia, beKeving it would be 
grateful to her, proposed taking the charge 
of her education on himself. 

Fanny, unconscious of any thing in heif- 
self to attract so many exalted strangers, 
was unaffectedly grateful for such unex- 
pected kindness, attributing it to their pe- 
culiar generosity of character, as well as to 
the reflected lustre which she drew &cm 
her father and sister.: She had not passed 
unadmired on HaBfefs Green; even in that 
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retired scene she had tasted flattery, but 
only remembered it with a bhish, on re- 
flecting what had called it forth— habits 
and ideas perfectly inimical to the sphere 
in which she at present moved, and which 
her enlightened judgment now condemn* 
ed. 

She forgot not that in her former resi- 
dence she Was the reigning belle ; but in 
the beauty and accomplishment of her 
sister and Oriana^she beheld such true claims 
to the epithet, that all rising vanity was 
checked by the contrast she perpetually 
was drawing; yet amidst the allurements of 
her new scene, peculiarly fascinating to so 
young a character, she sighed, and often 
left this circle of friends, to hide the invoh 
hmtary tear which stole down her olive 
cheek, or hide it in the ever-ready bosom 
ofOriana, 

Her gipsy mother had taught her to revere 
the sacred napie of father, and she had be- 
held this father in a moment most interest- 
ing, when calamity had disrobed him of 
engendered pride, heard him acknowledge 
the justice of his fate, beheld him do jus- 
tice to an injured child, and, with paternal 
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anxiety, heard him recommend herself to 
that child's protection; those were the 
claimants on her feeling bosom that sent 
forth the silent tear to relieve its anguish ; 
in this Miss Ardmore had justsipped the cup 
of bitterness— she had still to drink more 
copiously of it ; but the few drops she had 
tasted proved the texture of her rustic 
mind . No day elapsed without appointing 
her mother to meet her in some part of the 
wood or glen, evincing, by her humble 
and duteous solicitude for her comfort^ 
that the splendour with which she was eiu 
vironed was too weak to dazzle her stronr 
ger mind. 

The daily surrender of the rebel arms 
confirmed the entire and complete victory 
of duke William, and gave to the marquis 
a satisfaction not to be described, as his 
disbanded vassals returned confirming pub- 
lic report, and extolling the conduct of 
their brave young leader. This gave 
Brackannan all the rapture a father and 
a patriot could receive ; he had projected 
leading his clan in person, but the united 
entreaties of his family to the contrary, and 
finding his constitution, from his many 
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years mental sufTering, not sufficiently ix>- 
bust, he put them under the command of 
his son and representative, who, present- 
ing them to his sovereign ,in his father's 
name, were graciously received, which 
completed the conquest he had before 
made of the king's high esteem and friend^ 
ship. 

Brackannan noW only waited the return 
of his son to see his family once more eiv- 
joying calm delight, and visit the metro- 
polis, in order to congratulate his sovereign 
on his victorious arms, and intercede for 
his brother and stillJoved friend. It was 
not for the marquis to forget early attach- 
ments, or chexii^ the remembrance of p^5t 
injuries ; his great and dignified soul com- 
prehended not such sentiments ; but va- 
rious occurrences had yet to break on this 
anxious chief and his illustrious family ; the 
viscount Eglintoun and his most excellent 
mother were the first to break on their re- 
pose. 

Owing to his journey, and the perturba- 
tion of his love-diseased mind, his wounds 
became alarmingly dangerous ; and when^ 
through the vigour of youth, the disease 
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yielded to medical aid> a deep and settled 
hypocondria threatened to succeed. The 
dowager lady saw, with aching heart, her 
house's, her age's prop in a more alarming 
state than the yawning grave could present; 
she trembled, yet bowed her acquiescent 
will ; serenely calm, she shewed an anxious 
solicitude, but no overpowering w^eakness-, 
her closest duties gave strength and energy 
to her mind, when riiore active ones called 
her from it. Who, with indifference, could 
see the subdued anguish of her dignified 
«oul, and not admire the piety that effected 
it, or contemplate the young peer with 
freezing stoicism, to whose benevolent hu* 
manity this family owed the deliverance of 
one so variously allied, and so justly belov- 
ed, as the marquis was by all? 

Edward and Furgerson relieved each 
other by turns in the sick-room ; love in 
the former, and gratitude in both, emi- 
nently shone in their solicitous attendance 
on the peer, while poor Zanga called forth 
love, admiration, and compassion ; this af- 
fectionate Moor never quitted the feet of 
his deliverer's bed; prostrate on the ground, 
lie never raised his head but when his mas- 
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ter spoke, and frequently his stifled sobs con- 
vulsed his whole frame; in vain their en- 
treaties for him to take rest ; and the vis- 
count was obliged to order Tiim to take re- 
freshment in his presence. 

His only reply, when exhorted to com- 
pose himself, to quit the room, or retire 
to rest, was — " No, massa — ^no, lady; Zanga 
no live massa die — Zanga no &der to weep, 
no moder to comfort — ^massa be all to 
Zanga---he bought poor Moorish boy from 
cruel buckeramah— he heal .him stripes-— 
he make him feel himself a man— ^he send 
dear fader back to moder — make her hap- 
py— Zanga live, massa dead ! no — ^go to 
big moon, keep him company, and serve 
him still.'* ^ 

In his ardent soul grief sat unrestrained, 
no check to his oppressed feelings, nature, 
his god still, though his good and pious 
lady had not left this youth unacquainted 
with those sacred truths that set forth his 
road to his eternal hoi;pe ; but in this uu; 
looked-for calamity he did not sufficiently 
comprehend his new, so as to eradicate the 
early prejudices of his former creed. 

l8 * 
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In the breast of lady Oriana a different 
sentiment reigned ; grief and pride main- 
taii^ed so close a warfare as greatly to shake 
her delicate frame, which almost sunk be- 
neath the ' oppressive conflict. In a just 
sense of what was due to her father's deli- 
verer, she had not lost sight of the purity 
of that sentiment that prompted her to ba- 
nish from her heart a man, whose personal 
conduct to her made him unworthy a place 
in it ; yet she found it difficult to cherish 
gratitude, while she felt the imperious duty 
of rooting out' an affection which had been 
the pride of her Jbeart. 

His present dangerous state roused her 
imagined-expiring affection^ and alarmed 
hei: pride; she blushed to acknowledge 
what she thought derogatory to her purity 
of ideas ; and to love such a character as 
Eglintoun, was highly culpable. She felt 
also that he had obeyed her mandate in its 
most extended degree ; she had promised 
him her friendship, bjH he had never 
sought that — no, ,jK>t even requested a 
friendly visit *in all his i^ckness ; did he 
think her so uQgrateful to a loved parent's 
benefactor, or so unfeeling, that even ill- 
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nefss could not induce her to pay him one 
visit ? 

She would have given all her young 
fancy had harped on, to let him see her free 
pardon and lively sense of her obligat&>n 
to him in Brack^^nan's person beam frons 
her expressive eye—" He has been more 
successful," she would say to herself, " than 
I have ; in the battlers heat he-ibund that 
indifference wliich I have soug-ht in vain •, 
and can.it be possible," still reasoning with 
herselC " that a few weefca should produce 
such an. entire change of sentiment, for an 
object in whose favour he had so oflen 
sworn that love had stamped his seal? No,, 
be was as inconstant as he was depraved ; 
he could receive the fKendly attentions of 
the whole family,, and even, inquire for 
each by name, if not. daily visitants,, her- 
self excepted. Is this consistent with the 
' puce-ardent Dudley? or is- it for Brackan- 
Jian's daughter to seek an iirfiervlew unso-^ 
licited? ought her native dignity to yield, 
when not a sigh has breathed out Oriana's 
nanie?-" 

; Thus would her heart pour out its bitter 
plaint witliin ita narrow boundary. Missj 
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Ardmore was most at liberty of all the la- 
dies of the family, consequently became 
more frequently the companion of lady 
Oriana, who took delight, if that sentiment 
could find a place m her bosom under pre- 
sent existing circumstances, in Fanny's so- 
ciety ; she had a fund of rustic anecdotes, 
which, relating with humour, often he^ 
guiled her ladyship of a smile. 

Oriana, knowing Fanny was a|i entire 
stranger to her late attachrrient for the vis- 
count, felt herself more at liberty to make 
inquiries of her than she thought prudent 
to d6 of any other part of the fatnily, lest 
they should descry her heart's hidden se- 
cret. Thus, by a mistaken prudence, the 
little hypocrite deluded her friends, and 
impaired her health ; the rose had fled he^ 
cheek, and she was gradually becdming 
but a shade of her former self; her anxious 
friends spoke of the change tv^ith fond soli- 
citude, but always relieved by the 'gaiety 
of her replies, and deeply occupied at the 
Glen, she was suffered to drink deep at 
the fountain-head of her malady. 

Not so deceived by Dudley's silence was 
lady Eglintoun ; she saw the barbed arrow 
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work its insidious way to life's vital um 
with anguish : anxiously waiting from the 
marquis and family some introduction to 
the subject, jwhich she saw drink up the 
sense, if not the life ctf her beloved soo, 
she at length resolved she would touch on 
the subject herself, when one morning, on 
the marchioness's arrival, being more than 
usually agitated, she a^bressed her thus^— 
^' Our dear Qriana's silence and cold reserve 
on the ditstressmg situation of my son, suiu 
prises as much as it wounds me ; it is to 
her unrelenting, her high-wrought resent- 
ment, that I am thus anguished; my 
Dudley's life hangs on her smile, or what 
is still more dear to me, his reason ; I own 
I had hoped better from her gentleness." * 

The marchioness wais about to speak. 

^ Your pardon, dear Clementina; I admit 
your daughter has just cause for resents 
ment, yet it caiinot alter my feelings as a 
mother; once she loved him; and I no 
sooner discovered it than I felt my youth 
renewed in the prospect of seeing her mjr 
Dudley's wife ; and though he deserved to 
lose her confidence for a time, her manifest 
indifference is not.less afflictive to me." 
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^ My. deal- lady," replied the marchioness, 
** Hamilton's silence and ray own, on a 
subject that so greatly interests us all, has 
proceeded firon^ a painful conviction, that 
oar dear girl, from a nice sense of propriety, 
has reasoned herself inta this conduct, 
though I know her compliant gentleness 
so well, that if she thought you wished 
her to visit the visqaunt, she would not be 
backward in so doing ; the thought occur- 
red to my k>rd and self in our ramble thi$ 
mornings that by L^(^ng ber to him, it 
might revive the latent spark of affection in 
her bosom, which, believe me, my dear 
friend^ is not by nature relentless/' 

**^ Probably," Replied the dowager lady^ 
wiping a tear from her eye, ere she proceedr 
ed, ** the: marquis may have other views/* 

" No, indeed ; to bo one would my Ha- 
milton so freely give his darling girl as to 
his deliverer ; it was- but this morning he 
proposed talking to lier on the subject." 

The viscountess smiled — " Not,, dear 
Clementina,^ to influence her — not « so, I 
beg ; learn the real state of her heart, but 
do not direct it. I believe, to preserve my 
son, she would, in the greatness of her nar 



STUATHBOGIE. 231 

ture, make the sacrifice; but I would fol- 
low him to the grave, as soon a» attend 
him to the altar on such terms ; I would 
have my Dudley lord of his wife's affec- 
tions, not of her cold obedience. To see 
him live happy is my aim. Hot to behold 
in him mere vegetating life,' or see him 
plunge into excesses, through the want of 
that mutual agreement which should sub- 
sist in marriage.** , 

Miss Ardmore^ who was present a;t this 
conversation, paying peculiar attention to 
what passed, exdaimed — ** Oriana in love f 
I thought her a. stoio^-rHow, dear lady^ 
what wi* you gie me for a secret ?^* throw- 
ing her arms round the dowager, kissing 
her cheek — "Had I been owHaffet's Greeny 
I had ken*d a' this long aforetime; but 
ilka thing taks sic a turn amongst you 
great folk„ that I rid na' at^ a- times what 
is meant ; but rest .assured, lady Oriana is 
nae so indifferent ; when I spak* of his lord-, 
ship, she makes a thousand inquiries over 
ando^er again ; and the tear which I ween- 
ed had been humanity's tribute, I ken 
now to have been of a safter nature. 
Yf^treen I asked her why she pever visit- 
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ed the Glen ; she replied — * You ken eti- 
quette admits nae me ; I canna' gang to 
his lordship's chamber sine I ha' na' been 
invited.' — ^ And why not/ I asked in my 
simplicity; ^ your ladyship kens i visit 
him.' — * Tru^ Fanny/ replied the littl* 
hypoerite; * but you miEtk' ane of the fe* 
mily, and pelrhaps he has made* it his re- 
quest ; your sparkling een and lively sal-» 
Ueis cheer the gloom of a sidk room.' 
I saw a bliT^ tinge her pale ^heek, but 
I never dreamed th^lt love laid the co^ 
louring oh ; and ihis morning she gied me 
a sad fright while in the ipark, sqpaking 
of What the physidans had said afoi^time, 
that if the next month did na' release 
him, he might linger through the sum^ 
ttier ; for bis malady lay aboon the reach of 
medicine, and should his youdith bring 
him through that period, he would be- 
come sunken. I saw her raise her dowi^ 
een to the lift, and « ghastly paleness over- 
iSpread her pretty face ; her arm trembled 
exceedingly within mine, ees I led her to a 
seat, saying—* Dear Fanny, I have walked 
too fer; I am quite exhausted/ and 1 
thought it a' true. As soon as ^jhe^was 
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a Utile refreshed, we returned to the castle ; 
on reaching the hall, she said — ^Excuse me, 
dear Ardmore ; hut as I have an opfiressive 
headache, I will thank you to return to the 
den, for I propose lying down/ I obey- 
ed, and now, my ladies, think you, is this 
little hypocrite indifferait to lord Eglin- 
toun." 

A ray of pleasure lit up the dejected 
features of the dowager lady, and pressing 
the hand of Miss Ardmore, thanked her 
for the relief she had given to her aching 
heart. 

The marchioness addtesSfing herself to 
lady Montreal—" My dear Arminia, ae- 
company me to the castle ; an eclaircisse- 
ment must take place immediately ; the 
dear girl, from an overstrained sense ofpro- 
priety, has suffered a cankerworm to prey 
on her health, and, iti thus sedulously de- 
ceiving us, is in dangei" of billing a victim 
to her self-restricted feelings ; while you, 
my dear madam," to lady Eglintoun, " will 
prepare Dudley for a visitor ; it will not 
require much rhetoric to persuade a girl 
in love, that to follow the impulse of her 
own fancy will become a duty/* 
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On this the ladies Brackannan and M(fn* 
treal sought the castle, and the viscountess 
the chamber of a son^ who had just 
awoke from a refreshing slumber. On 
perceiving an unusual cheerfulness on his 
mother's countenance > as she entered, he 
asked her if any extraordinary good news 
had arrived, that she wore such an enliven- 
ing aspect? adding, it would' gi-eatly add 
to his comfort to see her anxiety lessen on 
bis accoimt» as the only wish hd had for 
life was to chase sorrow from her vener- 
able bosom. 

Her ladyship smiling* said — ^^ Yes, Dud- 
ley, I have very good news ; try if you can 
guess it/' 

" Not I, madam ; my thoughts are not 
sufficiently abstracted to think on any sulv 
ject but one ; if it gratifies you, my dear 
mother, it comforts me, but its nature 13 
of no moment." 

" Nay, nay, that is a damper at once, 
Dudley ; you may at least try to guess it.'' 

" Well then, what shall I say ? Oh, oih: 
dear Montreal is returned, and joy pei- 
vades the Glen and Castle." 

" No, guess again; that would give me 
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much pleasure, but this affords me con- 
siderably greater, and brings to our do- 
mestic circle this day a welcome visitor.** 

His lordship sighed — »" I am at a stand, 
madam f then pausing awhile, added, " ah, 
I have it now — Strathbogie has receiyed 
the royal pardon, and this day emerges 
from his secret haunts.** 

" Alas ! not so, Dudley ; that would be 
grateful news indeed !" She paused, lost 
for a time in the-v contemplation of her 
kinsman's fall ; but casting her eye on her 
son, whose languid countenance roused 
her every feeUng, resumed her smile— 
" Well, I will give you another and 'infal^ 
lible clue, for I perceive the exertion is 
too much for you.'* 

" Indeed, madam, it is very painful to 
think that my powers of obedience are 
at so low a standard ; let me he^, there- 
fore, what it is, if it is your pleasure I 
should know it, for my head is very weak.'* 

" Can you then, Dudley, prepare your 
mind to receive a fair visitor, who has 
largely participated in your sufferings, and 
whose pure mind has nursed her sorrow in 
secret ?" 
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The viscount looked doubfingly for a 
few seconds, his pale face alternately flushHr 
ed with hope and fear ; at length he said — 
'* Ah, dear madam ! beguile me not; there 
is but one whose presence could animate 
this dtoopmg frame, and from her I have 
not merited any tender solicitude.^ 

" Heaven's sovereign, my son, requites 
not his servants' according to their deserts ; 
for were it so, who coidd stand before ' his 
wrathful frown? No, by various mercies 
he allures the rebel to accept of pardoning 
lover and if the lady Oriana^ at awfbl, 
iiumble distance, imitates such bright ex- 
ample, are you not willing to accept her 
proffered kindness ?" 

Eglintoun was greatly agitated as his 
toother proceeded, and fell back on the 
sofa, faintly exclaiming—** Is it possible ! 
does her just resentment yield?" 

** Yes, Dudley," replied t3ie dowager, 
** the marchioness and lady Montreal are 
now gone to fetch her ; will you be calm, 
and see her when she arrives ?" 

" See her ! see my Oriana ! oh, pray that 
my reason forsake me not! to see her 
lovely eyes beam on me with their wonted 
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sweetness, to hear the music of her voice, 
to gaze with rapture on her unrepelled, 
will overpower my weak reason." 

" Be cahn, my son, or you wiH protract 
this happiness ; lie down awhile ; that will 
compose your agitated mind and recruit 
your spirits, if you obtain but half an 
hour's repose." 

The peer stretched his languid frame on 
the sofa, in obedience to his mother^s re- 
quest; and as Zanga threw a light cover- 
ing over him, said — ** Ah, massa, here be 
joy ! here be life for massa and Zanga too T 

In vain the viscount ^ught sleep; buoy- 
ant hope forbade the drowsy god to lay 
his leaden sceptre o'er his brow ; and while 
the lady mother read, to keep him silenf, 
sweet musings filled his &ncy. 
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CHAPTER I. 

^ VaiDy fratdess wish ! still, stiU the vigorous fisima 
Bursts like an earthquake through my shattered frame ; 
Spite of the joys that truth and virtue prove, 
I feel but thee, and breathe not but to love.*' 

As the chariot- wheels rolled through the 
inner courtyard, the marquis, who had 
seen it at a distance, received a hand of 
each as they alighted, whispering, as he led 
them with a slow and light step — ** Our 
dear girl is not well — I was about to send 
for you. I have been watching her slum- 
bers since my return home, and find her 
sleep greatly disturbed.*' 

*^ fie not alarmed, my Hamilton ; I think 
Armlnia and myself aiiall soon dispel ^our 
apprehension. We have a little ijiJe tQ 

Toi;.. v, B 
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unfold, otherwise your report of her would 
excite our anxiety." 

• When they had reached her ladyship's 
dressing-room, where she lay reposed on a 
couch, the marchioness repeated Miss Ard- 
niore's narration of her young friend's words 
and actions ; and while they were consult- 
ing on the most effectual way of obtaining 
her undisguised sentiments,- she sprang on 
her feet with a loud shriek — •" Oh, hold ! 
hold ! do not annihilate me quite !" Braek- 
anhan caught her in his arms. On this she 
awoke, and added — " Thank Heaven, it 
was but a dream!" Turning her head, 
still apprehensive of the reality of what her 
sleeping fancy pictured, and perceiving 
lady Montreal, whose weak nerves had 
been alarmed into tears by her shriek, she 
clasped her hands in an agony — " Alas ! 
poor Eglintoun, he is then dead ! Afmi- 

nia, say how — when '' and sank on her 

father's shoulder. 

" Not so," replied her mother ; " the vis- 
count is as he has been for some d&ys past. 
But why, my love, this extreme agitation ?" 

'' Oh the dream ! the dream ! it haunts 
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my imagination still!" shuddering, and 
hiding her face in her father's bosom. 

" What was tliis terrific dream ? come, 
rouse, and tell me," said the marquis. 

** I dreamed, my lord, that you had lost 
your wonted tenderness few your Oriana, 
and was enforcing my union with one I 
had never seen till then ; and as my reluc- 
tant hand you joined in his, who appeared 
not human, of most hideous and gigantic 
aspect, in complete armour, Dudley's shade, 
for it looked not life, darted from my 
grahdfether's monument, demanding me 
as his, when the enraged bridegroom poised 
a javelin, ready to dart it on the spectre, 
who caught me within his marble arms, at 
which, with horror, I awoke." 

The marcliioness said, with a reserved 
look—" It should seem, Oriana, that the 
viscount was much in your thoughts ere 
you slept, that he should so forcibly occi\' 
py your slumbering fancy." 

Oriana blushed. The marquis replacing 
W on the couch, and seating himself by 
her, observed— •* I had rather you had re- 
plied to your mother's question in words, 

B 8 
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than by your blushes, which indicate a 
something unworthy in thought or action. 
This is much unlike your accustomed can- 
dour." 

Her colour rose still higher, and she tre- 
mulously said — " Your pardon, my dear 
lord ; and you, madam, forgive my unwill- 
ing fault, and by it encourage me to con- 
fess myself guilty in a twofold sense ; for 
I have istruggled greatly against this pre- 
ference for Dudley, yet find myself un- 
gual to the conflict ^ Her voice failed. 

" Proceed,'* said the marquis, a£fecting 
not to perceive her embarrassment. 

'* Go on, my love,'' said the marchioness. 

Oriana, still pausing to obtain a little 
fielf-command, then continued — " First, to 
enable me to maintain that just resent- 
ment insult had given birth to, I most ear- 
nestly wished* that to any hand but Eg- 
lintouxi's my valued father had owed his 
deliverance; but for that, I could have 
thought of him with the -utmost indiffer- 
ence, which I had most solemnly promised 
myself to do, and which time would have 
effected ; but when the truth, with all its 
potency, forced from my niggard breast tbe 
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gratitude so due, I fouAd my former weak- 
ness all return ; and when I beheld my 
honoured father, in him I saw the exalted 
Dudley, as my fond fancy had at first be- 
lieved him, incapable of voluntary error." 
On this, she covered her face, to conceal the 
confusion this confession had produced. 

" It is good that you have seen the er- 
rors into which you have fallen, child," re- 
plied her father ; *^ but you do not tho- 
roughly comprehend them yet. Certainly, 
to k)ve a profligate is derogatory to deli- 
cacy — to innate virtue; the- person maVf 
but the mind cannot be chaste under such 
a prepossession. I was charmed to find> 
when, under a deep sense of gratitude, I 
presented my deliverer to my indebted fa- 
naly for their acknowledgments, that wliile 
you poured your just tribute to his exalted 
humanity, you forgot not what was due to 
your own great name and purer self, which 
proved to me you held the self-degraded 
peer in a right point of view ; but you erred, 
when, to effect what a just pride had 
prompted, you strove to debase that hea- 
ven-bom principle — ^gratitude, instead of 
laying your arduous task at the foot of a 
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Throne of Grace, from whence only you 
could have eipeeted strength ; you, a poor 
finite creature, have been making the deed 
your own ; no wonder you failed of suc^ 
cess ; and again you erred in that close 
concealment of your sentiments from such 
a mother as yours ; she should have been 
your bosooi-friend, and not your own weak 
reason." 

*' True, true : my beloved father, I have 
been very culpable; and now that I have 
no longer this unworthy concealment to 
struggle with, your generous forgiveness 
wiU help to raise my soul above its nar- 
row self. You, sir, shall school me to for^ 
get how very dear the viscount has been 
to me.'* 

The marquis pressed her hand, and the 
mother kissed away the pearly drop that 
hung on her pallid cheek; while lady 
Montreal observed, that had they not 
found her so ill, it was intended she should 
have returned with them to the Glen ; the 
lady dowager, anxiobs to see her, had 
deemed her absence somewhat unkind. 

" Has Eglintoun wished it ?" demanded 
Oriana, with energy. 



^ 
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•* ]y|ost wxiou&ly so." 

L^y Oriana^ rising — " Tlxen, sister, let 
us gOT-^I am not ill— r-it was but ^ slight 
vapoWs" her fsfie flushu^, and her fii;ie 
eyes beacning new life as she spoke, till the 
niarqiiis caught h^ eye, on which her qoun" 
teaance again fell, and saidU-^'' Alas ! my 
father^ what was your inconsistent child 
about to do ? Guide, dirf^ct me — ^you &ee 
n^y insuffi(^^icy for so gr^t 9 task/' 
TucHung to her sister — ^ Dear Arn^inia, 
coBimieud my afiectionate esteepi to our 
dear lady ^Egliutoun,, and you, n^ mother,. 
s?nd what ^cuse you think proper." 

Anninia asked, smiling — <' And what 
to the poor expectant Diudley ?'' 

'^ Say, dear sister, my grateful heart seeka 
his speedy recovery by ea^est prayer 
May I ventre to say as much ?" looking 
altema,tely ^t the marquis and h^ mother^ 

** Yes,'* reined the marchioness; " nor 
do we withhold our consent to your visit- 
ing the Glen now, or whenever you feel 
so disposed; remember lady Montreal 
told you we came expressly to take you 
there;* 
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Oriana looked^ and shook her head--' 
'^ Ah, dear madam, will the sight of his 
languid frame be calculated to efiace those 
ifientiments I have engaged to banish ?" 

" True, my child," taking her in his 
arms ; " but you may go, notwithstanding 
your great and approved resolves,** said her 
father. " The young man I presented for 
your grateful 'thanks certainly was not 
such as Brackannan's daughter ought to 
have accepted ; but the young man I now 
permit you to see, and exert your influ- 
ence over, as the best specific for his re*, 
turn to health, is the very man I hope to 
call my son.** 

Oriana bent her astonished eye by turns 
on all. When regaining herself, she said 
— *^ How, my lord, stands this enigma ? 
forgiveness is enjoined, therefore a duty, 
nor is it a hard one, in my opinion ; but 
may such a flagrant ofiender receive coun- 
tenance from me, and my fair name re- 
main unsullied?" 

The marchioness drew her into her 
arms — " Oh, my Oriana, I love that purity 
which suggests what it trembles to have 
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confirmed ; but know, my love, a penitent 
is no longer an offender ; you will see that 
Dudley is a perfect changeling.^' 

The marquis rejoined — " Those seeds of 
piety and moral rectitude, which were hap- 
pily inculcated in lord Eglintoun's youth, 
now break out afresh, and I contemplate 
with delight his new character,. or rather 
his renewed principles of integrity and ho* 
nour. The gross errors that his late un- 
worthy tutor suffered, or rather led him 
into, warped a lively, enthudastic mind, 
and obscured, but could not efface, the 
grand oufline Providence had marked him 
by. Confounded at his late scepticism,, 
and abashed at the evil habits those fake 
principles led him into, he renounces those^ 
and his. late associates, that held such vile 
dominion over him. I entertain the full- 
est confidence of his return to those ami-' 
able habits, on the best and surest ground^ 
which alone can make a man happy iiir 
himself, valuable to his family, and useful 
in society. Such is the portraiture my 
mind draws of the viscount ; and if it is 
such as you approve, you are at full liberty 
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to dct a$ inclination directs ; if I thought 
worse of him, my Oriana, not all my gra* 
titude would let me risk your future peace 
under his guidance.'' 

, Qriana, overpowered by such unexpect- 
ed sentiments in favour of her lover, threw 
her arms round the marquis in silence; 
while lady Brackannan yielded her assent 
to that o£ the marquis, observing, that 
during his lordship's few weeks confine- 
ment at the Glen, she was satisfied that his 
attachment to her daughter was no ephe* 
meral passion, but rationally founded on 
the mental, more than external endow- 
ments she possessed. 

On this, Oriana replied — *^ Dear ma- 
dam, dear my lord, what can your bank- 
rupt daughter say? Teach me how to 
repay such kind, such endearing proofs of 
parental love—be still my guides — ^be my 
loved Mentors still, lest, in the tide of joy, 
my poor heart feels I make shipwreck of 
gratitude, and forget to whom, next to 
Heaven, I am so greatly beholden for all 
my enjoyments and endowments ; it must 
be to your tender solicitude and experience, 
an conjunction with dear lady Eglintoun's, 
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tliat mast keep the balance true, or I shall 
]K>t be able to guide the helm of reason." 

A short hoyr j(rom this conveyed the 
jfartie quarri to the Glen. The lady mou- 
ther announced their arrival to her son» 
when almost immediately the marqius led 
in his daughter. On their entrances the 
vi$eoupt JTOsei svipported by the arm of 
A^kew. At sight of his emaciated figure^ 
OriAn^ recoiled-*— the marble-hrf asted speo^ 
tre v^as recalled to her imagination, and 
es^Yight h^r father's prm, to support her 
trembling step^ as she advanced. 

" You see n»e altered, madam,*^ said the 
invalid ; " but bankrupt in hope as I have 
been, can it surprise you ?" 

*^ It gives me mor^ concern, my lord,, 
than surprise," replied her ladyship^ who 
was now placed by the viscountess at, his 
side on the sofa. ** J am come, my lordr 
to fulfil my l^te promise of proffered friend- 
ship, if it has npt beep too dearly purchased."^ 

The viscount pressed her hand-rrr" I)ear- 
est Oriana, am I ^ length restored to your 
ecmfide^oe ?" 

" Let me, my lord, have ^he satUffKJtion 
of Seeing your wonted beajth^ ^d spirits 
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return, and I doubt not of finding you 
worthy that confidence I am willing to re- 
pose in you ; and I hope now to be an 
equal sharer with your fiiends in your 
•ick-room," 

He bowed on her hand, as his mother 
observed — " A sick-room no longer, I 
trust. Dudley's spirits, enlivened by the 
sweet hope your presence infiises, will no 
longer withstand the means prescribed, 
which is air and exercise."" 

** Under the influence of your approving 
smiles, my excellent Oriana, I shall be 
strengthened ta exert myself — a bliss I 
have long since despaired of.*^ 

" Oh fie, my lord,'* said Fanny, archly, 
*' a soldier and despair ? but you have not 
always breathed the invigorating breezes 
of the North, I understand," casting a side- 
glance on Askew, in playful r^roach, as 
she raised her eye firom the tambour-frame; 
fcr Edward's apprehensions of what recep- 
tion his pretensions might meet with from 
the illustrious family, who had fondly in- 
«Mporated his lovely gipsy, were sure eyer 
to meet her raillery. 

There was an evident, though unco^v 
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sdoiis restraint on the part of lady Oriana, 
that threw a damp on Eglintoun's new- 
raised hopes ; he feared he owed this visit 
more to her gentle benevolence than to 
sentiments which alone could bring peace 
to his bosom. On dinner being announced^ 
as Oriana rose to leave him, he said— 
** Dear lady, when shall your Dudley be 
so favoured again ?" 

" To-morrow, my lord, if permitted, 
"ivhen I shall hope to find your strength- 
much improved.*' 

Eglintoun sighed, and repeated—" Sir 
— my lOTd, oh how unlike my Oriana's late 
friendship is this cold reserve P' 

" Does your lordship doubt my sincerity 
of proffered fnendship? then take my 
pledge,"^ extending her hand towards him^ 
which he pressed with ardour to his lips. 
'^ Now I^iope," continued her ladyship, 
" you are satisfied, since you have stamped 
your seal on it." 

" But t©-morrow, dear lady, is an age. 
*♦ May I not see you before you return ta 
flie castle?" 

' •* Yes, yes," replied the marchioness ; " I 
see, ujiless I promise she shall take her cof&e 
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ivith y<Hf, yoa are so unreasonable as to 
suffer dinner to be over before you will 
f ^le^e her to partake of it/* 

Tbe viscount, smiBiig, gave her trea^ 
mre4 hand into tbi^t of his f|i^4 S;4wwdr 
the i^iarqms having previausly earried o^ 
his little favourite F^ny, 

While |he wine was yet oxi table, their 
attention was attracted by the ifittling e^ 
)Yhe?l& down the hill that fronted the sa- 
loon. £a^h suggested ^ their expectant 
wishes led them to say, ** this is Montreal 
— this is my Horatio,'' and rose, a# if one 
^ul wimated the sever^ personages.. The 
glass folding doors were thrown open on 
the lawn, and the wife 9iid sister flew to 
obtain the first embrace. He had settled 
^very military arrangeinent and etiquette- 
with the royal general, and was returned? 
to his native vale, to embrace a^ loved fa- 
mily, though but fw a few days, as the* 
prince had appointed him to rejodn him iiv 
the metropolis, to present him m his new 
character of earl of Montreal at his save- 
reign's first levee. The happiness of tfiis. 
family appeared now to want but to ensure 
the safety of the hAunhledStrathhogie^ £Uid 
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to witness his return from the wide path 
of error and delusion in which he had so 
long trod. Montreal joined the invalid's 
party» who had obtained a cenovation of 
spirits ; and a few days discovered the su- 
perior efficacy of female influence^ where 
the whole college of physicians would have 
£aled» 
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CHAPTER II. 



■tf'.4^»«vr^«#w«r«vr^^.#^ 



••M? Mtky of life is fallen into the sea, the yellow leitf ; and 
that which should accompany old age, as honour, love, 
obedience^ troops of friends,. I must not look to have jl. 
Imt in their stead, curses, not loud,, but deep. 

During the flight of the unhappy earl, 
the above passage crossed his mmdr 
** Alas ! not only deep but loud,'^ respond- 
ed he, as moving onward in bitter retro- 
spec^on of those crimes that had laid his^ 
gloiles low. " What is tliere now in the 
empty name of Strathbogie to beep the 
public voice in awe ? There was a time 
when loyalty and firm infegrit}% the very 
essence of a British peer, swayed my will, 
and gave dignity to that authority my 
highly-abused sovereign had invested me 
with. Then the loud and foul-mouthed 
rabble roared in empty air their ignorant 
discontent; now it reaches heaven, nor 
meets repellence there, but echo gives it 
through the vaulted roof, returning it to 
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%a]-th with loud acclaim. Thus hath the 
insatiable fiend Ambition^ by his false glare, 
suppressed my reason, and unnaturalized 
my nature." 

The earl, it is to be remembered, was 
conducted, or rather followed, by a faithful 
hind of the Brackannan dan, who had or* 
ders to watch the fate of the day, and cover 
his lordship's retreat, if necessary. He 
obeyed the marquis so fully, that he, in 
order to keep his charge in view, ma- 
noeuvred so near to him as to receive a 
random shot in his shoulder ; just as the 
rebel troops, overpowered by the royalists^ 
were surrendering their arms, or seeking 
safety by flight, the earl, with his wonted 
courage, in conjunction with the self-made 
regent, maintained the combat as long as 
a man stood by them, when, finding flight 
the only surety from a shameful capture, 
manoeuvred their escape, the earl reaching 
his tent, as before described. 

The honest hind, while warm with ac* 
tion, was scarcely sensible of the injury 
received. He had drawn a chart of the 
byepaths through which he meant to lead 
his fiigitive. That night they rested a 
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few hours in a deserted stable^ at o»e time 
oeeupied by the rebel troops. Within 
the opeiiifig of a mazy wood, chilled by 
the night-air, and stiffened by inactivity, 
th^ poor fellow first coi^fiplained Qf his 
wounds, which Qccasploned 9iuch pain and 
some f^intness. 

The night wa§ raw and cold, and not a 
star's &int glimmering to cheer the gloon^ 
that pervaded from within or from with- 
out Strathbogie's humane fedings were 
now excited. Regardles^i of self^ he would 
have led the man back to a village they 
had passtedt for surgical aid» but which th^ 
hind positively refused, d/3 incompatible 
with his swom obedience to his chief; 
^* h^side^" added he to his refusal, ^ at the 
north entrance of this wood is a hut* kept 
by a friend of mine, who will t^^ a£l ear? 
of me.'* Re^^ting his inability to con- 
vey his trust to his appointed haven, he 
gave the chart into th^ earl's hands, by 
which circuitous route he 9till hoped his 
9erviees woi^d not b^ entirely useless, 
ch^^ipng him to trust to twilight and the 
night sieaaon to get him on his way. lie 
then gaye him his pouch of provisioqs^ en* 
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treating him not to be too ventureficmney 
for lady Montreal's sake. 

By break of day they Q»me within sight 
of the but spoken of, near which he would 
not allow the earl to come» observing, they 
were strong royalists, and he ^uld not 
answer for their integrity in tlie present 
state of irritation which pervaded th? 
minds of all men. Here the earl left th^ 
hind with deep regret, and many an ar^ 
dent wish for lus recovery. . 

On the evening of the thu-d day he way 
issuing from a cavity of a craggy bieldr 
where he had rested through the danger- 
ous hours of day to pursue his road> when 
he encountered Charles Stuart, emerging 
from another cavity of the sam&hill, where^ 
with a few of his followers, he had takea 
shelter from the lousy search. He in- 
formed the earl, that many of his fiiends 
had promised to join him there, as soon a3^ 
they could l»ing him news of the rein- 
forcements that had been promised; and 
added — " We have new allies, of whom I 
little dreamed, for though the overthrow 
at Culloden haa cast a gloom over the pro* 
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sent state of affairs^ yet we are not without 
great hope of ultimate success." 

Strathbogie shook his head.*—" Trust 
not to the allies of chevalier St. George; 
your young and ardent imagination, my 
lord, is soon heated by ideal views. Be 
not so deceived, I entreat you ; nor think, 
as many do, that the resources of the roy* 
alists can fail, though this victory has cost 
tbem dear, yet not so as to render another 
immediate battle impracticable. I know 
the resources of this and the neighbouring 
islands ; they contain vigorous souls, who 
yield not tamely to a heart-devoted point* 
Beside, my young friend, you may see the 
king is enthroned in the heart of his sub- 
jects. Nay, even I, who, through mad 
infatuation, have been led to wrong him, 
yet, even I love him stiii. I know and own 
bis excellence as a sovereign and a man. 
Alas! ambition has torn up affection in 
more instances than one in 'my degenerate 
breast. But to the point, if perscmal bra* 
very, or a sound knowledge of tactics, ray 
dear young prince, coidd insure success 
your highness would soon mount thethrous^ 
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«f Kngland ; but that opposed to every 
ccmtingency that makes a nation strong* 
aided by raw recruits, which must com- 
pose your next reinforcement, what can 
you hope for? Did your French allies 
stand so nobly by you as to daim your 
confidence in a future attempt ? I mean 
neither personal or national reflections. 
The French make good soldiers. I should 
be sorry to confound a nation of fine fel- 
lows with a rascally few who composed 
the piquet on your highness's left wing ; 
they deserve not the name of men ; yet 
they comprehend not the lion-like force of 
our British, especially our Caledonian 
troops, who run to close encounter. Know- 
ing their own strength, they are not to be 
restrained. You have often heard me say, 
I. placed no reUance on the foreign troops, 
but as the sound of numbers would inspi- 
rit the natives. You saw how impetu- 
ously they broke on the fine discipline of 
the French, deranged their well-adjusted 
^plans, and stagnated their powers. Let a 
friend, my lord, who loves your person, 
and admires your intrepid valour, advise 
your retiiro to the chevalier. Let himi at 
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least, fat his disappointed hopes, have the 
transport of embracing a son, whose valour 
el^ims his thsmks. Oh, let his paternal 
bosom ex\ik with joy in your safety from 
the general carnage of his brave friends in 
this mistaken enterprise !" 

Stuart listened till the earl paused, then 
with an air of astonishment — " What, does 
your high spirit flinch, my lord ? I looked 
on you as a host in your own person, nor 
till now found you discredit that opinion.'' 

Strathbogie, with a deep sigh, replied— 
** I am, my young man, a sad example of 
high towering ambition. Like the once 
great cardinal of England, my star is set, 
never to rise again. Ambition is a false 
meteor, an ignis fatuus, that has led me 
and thousands astray ; and painful is the 
reflection, that thousands yet unborn will 
fen within its fatal influence ; be not you, 
my lord, deceived by it.** 

** Nay, but, peer, does not the world 
hold ambition as a virtue ? what is there 
•great in life that can be attained without 
it ? it is the soldier's creed !" 

The ^earl looked on him with aflfection- 
ate codicem. ** Alas, Charles, of all the er- 
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rors the World holds out to youth's heated 
imagination, that of ambition proves the 
most fatal ; for the noblest virtue will soon 
overleap the boundary infinite wisdom has 
prescribed, if unrestrained by our chief 
counsellor, reason, and that under the due 
influence of religion, and none so likely as 
wild soaring ambition among the whole 
catalogue." 

" Come, come, Strathbogie, shake dff 
this frenzied fear. Rally your spirits, and 
unite yourself once more with us. My 
friends still are numerous." 

The earl looked at him for some time 
without speaking, then, laying his band 
on his shoulder — ** Yes, my good lord, I 
know you have a numerous host of friends; 
I coTTJure you, abuse them not. You have 
a fhin phalanx of shining qualities, as yet 
pure and unsullied by tfie dregs of vice ; 
these fit you for a bright ornament in sow 
cial life; think seriously, my young friend, 
tior be led away by the false meteor which 
dazzles, and will obscure your true great- 
ness.. Left me, in my justly-merited mi^e- 
ry, enjoy this solace, that from my sad ex- 
ample yotir virtues have been rescued fixm 
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that I feel myself a man ; now that I am 
enabled to act and think justly. Had I» 
in early life, cherished and maintained 
those noble qualities which ak>ne give d^- 
nity, my age had escaped so foul a stain as 
cursed aiiibiticm has wove for it. Too 
confident young man, be advised, and ere 
justice annihilates my frame, let me hear 
of your safety on the Continent.*' 

" Well, my lord,** replied Stuart, ** sinc6 
I nor my fortunes have longer influence 
irver you, receive my thanks, my father's 
thanks with mine, for the powerful sup- 
port you have given to our cause. I wiB 
not slight the advice your friendship 
offers, nor rashly quit the hope that yet 
floats in the minds of my friends ; and 
when you meet your children, say to Ar- 
minia, Stuart honours and adores her ; that 
his first prayer is, that she may be as hap- 
py as her high desert lays claim to. The 
noble Mordant, I learn, is the highly-fa- 
voured man. If distinguished valour de- 
serves such excellency, he has a right to 
your Arminia.'' 

They then exchanged adieus, each ex- 
liorting the other to secure himsdU; and 
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parted ; Stuart to meet his few remaining 
adherents, whUe the oontrite earl encoun- 
tered many difficulties, doubling and re* 
dQuUing; like an affiighted hare, to elude 
the deep-mouthed pack that hurried after. 
He found what he had expected, that a high 
price was set upon his head, so that lucre 
and real enmity left him few willing to 
preserve him, save at the Glen, wliere fond 
Section and grateful contrition led his 
fearftil feet. 

Stuart, notwithstanding his own peril- 
ous situation^ could not resist the sigh of 
compassion, mingled with admiration for 
the crest-fallen peer. His mental eye 
traced back the scenes in which he had be- 
held liis noble friend. In the field he had 
been captivated by his invincible tourage 
and airthoritative deportment, that not only 
ccfflunanded, but insensibly inspired those 
praiand him with his own ardour. In 
ixmndl, he had aimed to catch his strength 
gf argument While admiring the vast 
^Kt^at of his various rich acquirements, he 
^Begretted the speciousness which marked 
his e^eiy word .and action. His interest 

C 2 
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led him to court his friendship, yet he 
found no congeniality of soul, no solace in 
that friendship. He had inspired admi- 
ration, not esteem, in our young adven- 
turer's hreast. The guilty terrors, he had 
witnessed in him, the true cause of which 
Stuart still remained ignorant of, added 
to his sometimes tyranny over his angelic 
• child, had created a disgust that weakened 
every former prepossession. It was now 
only that the young adventurer viewed 
him as a truly great man ; now, when he 
was deprived of every external support, he 
saw with his greatness had fled his spe- 
ciousness, his ambition, and his pride, 
leaving a strong and finely-cultivated rea- 
son unmanacled and free. The contrite 
acknowledgment of ,the justice of his fate, 
with the calm, undismayed view he had 
of the end he saw of his high towering 
projects, created, for the first time, in Stu- 
art's breast, a high esteem for him. He 
still wished to have held him to his inte- 
rest, but more strongly wished his safety 
and his peace, nor ceased to labour m 
thought, how he or his Mends could aid 
his escape from his offended country, Ar- 
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tninia's sufferings for her father^s fate oft 
swelled his manly breast; nor could he 
suppress the bosom's anguish, which, spite 
of dangers, would intrude, for the irrepar- 
able loss he had sustained in that loved 
object, in whom he saw feminized the 
father's greatness, freed from his errors, to 
eclipse the dazzling brightness of her cha-- 
racter. 

On meeting the remnant of his friends, 
he found none of those hopes likely to be 
realized which his own sanguine disposi- 
tion, and their blind o-edulity, led him to 
expect No foreign reinforcements, as had 
been promised, made their appearance; 
his former adherents yielding their obe- 
dience daily to the house of Hanover, and 
many of his first leaders already in the 
Tower. Thus situated, he soon found the 
expediency of making a practical use of the 
earl's advice. Constrained now to relin- 
quish the flattering hope of future success, 
he sought to return to the chevalier, his 
father, which he could not accomplish un- 
der some months of hardship, misery, and 
danger. 
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CHAFTEU III. 



^ Tinae*s leat^thened scathe oin ne*er the past recall^ 
He ouwfird bounds, nor beeds the great man's fall.'* 

While the innocent, affectionate Fanny 
held a large share of her father's solicitude, 
yet was he particularly anxious to emhrace 
his Arminia ; for which great purpose, he 
kept in byepaths and low brushwood, in 
order to elude the foe. Yet grown hate- 
ful to himself, he anticipated with calm de^ 
light that period when he should be lodged 
in the Tower, where certainty would await 
Mm. There he would be able to com- 
mune with his own frail heart and his of- 
fended Creator ; for deep as were his crimes, 
he viewed him not as an inexorable judge. 
No ; his various attributes were full before 
him, and feeling he had nothing from 
within to establish hope, he cast himself 
solely on his mercy. He formed no idle 
chimera in bis brain, that lengthened life 
could make him less obnoxious to divine 
favour ; he had not been ignorant of gospel 
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taruths, and bad allowed their import, while 
lu9 actions stamped him their inveterate 
foe. These he now laid hold on, as the 
sheet andbor of his soul; right reason is 
a sure index to right actions, right views, 
asid right principles. This sustained him 
in the great trial which presented itself 
and made him seriously wi^ for that tern- 
pcwrary rest which would enable him to ab- 
stract bis thoughts from the world and its 
endearing ties. There was another great 
call on his contrite heart, beside what af- 
fection moved, to induce him to retard his 
Immediate surrender of himself, or shun 
the wished-fcH: captivity : in Brackamian's 
amis he longed to evince his unfeigned 
aofrow f(H: the past ; not such as wh(^ disr 
^pointed, rage and shame held frantic 
|X>ssessicm of him, when he meanly slunk 
from his ken, lest the thin val should be 
penetrated that was drawn over the secret 
recesses of his heart, where envy*s venom 
worked to see the purer mind that could 
forgive such injuries. But now contri* 
tiop, fervent and sinc^e^ actuated evay 
lihougk 
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' As the earl approached the wood cX. 
Glenmorris, he remembered Montreal 
spoke of a hermitage of his own erection. 
This he sought, not doubting but that 
what was necessary for repose had been 
placed there by his generous friends. Here 
lie hoped to lodge this night, where he 
might offer up a contrite, humble prayer 
of praise where first due. "Three weeks 
had now elapsed since the final blow to 
his vain hopes. From want of proper rest, 

« 

and long abstinence, snatching but in haste 
and sparingly, he found himself much ex- 
hausted, and viewed in thought a place (rf 
repose with much satisfaction; in the 
morning his strength and spirits would 
feel a recruit, when he would shew him- 
self to his family, the prospect of which 
helped him to proceed with greater ala- 
crity, when on a sudden a confused sound 
of voices assailed Ihs ear indistinctly— 
•* Surprising ! — day after day — ^let us stroll 
farther — ^Oh yes, 'tis certain he will take 
refuge here, for each turning of the wood 
must be well known to him — ^we will 
divide, taking the several brakes that ta^ 
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minate on the plain, where .stands a little 
hermitage." 

** Agreed,'* replied many voices at once, 

A dead silence ensued. 

" Heaven is just!" ejaculated the wan- 
derer ; " I deserve no earthly comforts^ 
and I bow submissive. To fly is fruitless. 
Turn which way I will, each pass has its 
passenger to seize me. I will walk on to 
meet them, nor longer shrink from the 
sad fate I merit. To thy protection, mer- 
ciful Heaven, I commend my darling 
girls ; sustain them under the trial they 
have to encounter for thy guilty servant's 
sake.** 

Not long had he walked, before two of 
his pursuers came up to hi^, who imme- 
diately hallooed to their companions. On 
seeing them he started back — ** Great and 
stupendous Bemg P' and fell senseless into 
the arms of Horace and Arminia. 

By the time they had seated him on a 
fantastic root of an old beech, the marquis^ 
Oriana, Miss Ardmore, Eglintoun, and 
Askew, came in sight* Fanny and Ori- 
ana were in his arms in a moment It 

cS 
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♦ was some time ere Strathbogie could com- 
mand his speech. As soon as he could 
rise from the seizure of the fair trio, whom 
he alternately caressed, he embraced 
Brackannan. — '* Exalted man ! is it possi* 
ble you can rise so high as to pardon and 
receive your penitent — ^yes, blessed b^ 
that Being from whom cometh all power ! 
your penitent brother — can you again 
place confidence in this iniquitous breast ?** 
The marquis returned the embraca— 
** Long since has my heart turned to the 
friend and brother of my earliest days. I 
knew the long-hidden treasure in Hugh 
Strathbogie's breast must at length burst 
forth. The world's glare, by various lo- 
calities, wears out in process of time; then 
the mental man shines as he should do, 
chasing the mist that soiled its casket and 
obscured its grandem*. But say, Hugh, 
do you feel sufficiently recovered to pro* 
ceed ? If so, let us not selfishly confine 
our joy here, but on to the Vale, where 
my Clementina and your excellent kins- 
woman anxiously wait our return." 

Oriana then putting one of the earPs 
arms within her's, said — " Where also 
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mj loved Maud and Donald are as anxi- 
ously waiting as ourselves to greet you«** 

The earl sighed deeply* Oriana's oo* 
lour rose. .She f^eit what she had said« 
Jlie saw her embarrassment, 9X^ said — ** J^ 
jay clnld, owe thsm^ aext to ioterpqsing 
mercy, gratitude immense for savli^ mM 
in you and in Horaca" 

. As. they procp^ed, the earl inquired 
-wbaC had hocorngfj of thiQ popt vhind^ithd 
h»d sufibred ini his iteiwiee ? * 

They infwmed him he had been con* 
veyed to the castle, and was nearly reco*- 
vered. 

Ere they reached the Vale, the marchio- 
ne^ and lady viscountess met them. The 
joy that reigned throughout this noble cir,- 
de w^ mutual — was genuine. Thou|dii 
on the , various xdiar^ters ;tariou« ^E£ecfi§ 
were very viinble».Mis9. Ai^dmoi^'s .vAvapity 
was betray^. <into ^ckiii^iorous. x^t^6^ 
Words, looks, and actions, spols^.jiierun* 
controlled feelings. The lady Oiiana's re- 
tiring mind was called from jtself^ hcf 
briilimit eye spoke volumes; while th^ 
fond^ idolizing Arminia hung on hin^ 
W[uled> wept, caressed, and wept Again, 



S6 strathbogie; 

Margaret and Donald were in the ^ir* 
trance-hall of the cottage when they ar- 
riyed. The earl extended a hand to each, 
as they made then: respectful obeisance, 
saying — ** Thanks, a thousand thanks, for 
your laudable deception ! Hamilton, these 
honest people bear strong testimony of the 
turpitude of my past life." Then address* 
ing them — " How is it, you admirable 
imitators of your most exceUent chief, that 
you can wish to see this self*aba$ed wretch> 
qind not execrate the ground that bears 
him?" . 

Donald, bowing on theh and of good fel- 
lowship extended towards him, said — 
" Gude, my lord, * lat he wha* is saikless 
cast the first stane,' ^as said by a great and 
mighty personage, wha was nae scrimpit 
of his ain precious bleed to purify the heart 
of man. In this, and in the example of 
our bra chieftain and his fair house, we 
read a lesson we were fain to leam." 

Strathbogie dasped his hands, and raised 
them in silent praise to that Being who ex- 
alts and who brings low. There was 
hardly any topic started in which the earl 
did not revert to hiB past eiroi;^. Among 



STEATHBOOIE. 87 

the many when the late battle was spoken 
of, he turned to Montreal — ** How was it, 
young man, that the guilty earl fell not 
beneath the avenging arm of the gallant 
Mordant, when unhorsed, unarmed, and 
his slain beast pouring out the liquid 
stream of life by his side? How 'scaped 
he justice then, even when the cup of his 
iniquity^ was running over?*' 

" Because, my lord," replied Montreal, 
as he took the hand of his lady, '^ this 
dear object bade me, in the battle's heat, to 
guard her father^s life, united to a loved 
mother's peremptory command that I took 
not on myself an attribute of Heaven, bid- 
ding me beware that, in the honest en- 
counter of a foe, I mistook not a private 
resentment for patriotic indignation. . It 
was this that tied Horatio's arm, and 
would have he}4 ^^n host in awe." 

" Sweet child — excellent sister !" said 
Strathbogie, " I envy not, but reverence, 
those Heaven-imbued graces that shine 
within you ; and I humbly trust the short 
date that is now allotted me will fully 
evince the sincere contrition I feel for my 
past conduct" 
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Miss Ardmore, still a stranger to every 
part of the earl's iniquity, his resentment 
foe her sister's marriage and his rebellion 
excepted, raised her inquiring eye, yet 
dared not ask what called forth such deep 
contrition. Surely mistakes in pcditics, 
bowever fatal, called not for such frequent 
bitter self-reproaches ; but seeing the silent 
tear steal down his manly cheek,^ wished, 
as she kisised it off^ that hers could sootb 
those sorrows and obliterate tho|id crimes 
she kenned not. 

The marquis, remarkably fond of this 
Httle intruder, drew her from her faHier's 
into his own arms, dedaring, had he ano- 
ther Horatio, he Would soUdt her for 
him. 

The eari, worn with fatigue, rose to re^ 
tire to the ho-mitage, winch he concluded 
was appointed for fais residence, when he 
was requested to deep that night under 
liis daughter's roof; that in the morning 
^guaards would be appointed in and about 
the wood and glen, for his ^eater freedom 
to saunter where indination shoidd di* 
rect. 

** That will be tmnecessary,'* replied hc^ 



^ for since I have foldied you all in amity 
and peace to my bosom, I shall shortly 
surrender a life, no longer valuable to m^ 
to my insulted monarch.** 

A look of astonishment and horror pass* 
ed from each to each* Arguments were 
strongly urged against such a procedure 
on every side, when the marquis avowed 
his intention of accompanying his son to 
the metropolis in three days, and despaired 
not of the royal pardon. 

The earl assured them it would be fruit* 
less. He knew the king's strong sense of 
justice too well to expect such unmerited 
mercy from him, and entreated the mar- 
quis not to expose himself to a mortifying 
refusal. 

The marchioness and lady viscountess 
used every strong and affectionate persua* 
sion, while Fanny and Oriana, on their 
knees, implored him to have mercy on 
them all ; but in vain, till the enfrenzied 
shrieks of lady Montreal, half senseless by 
his side, turned him from his purpose. 
At length he soothed her to reason and 
tranquillity, by a promise to guard his per- 
son as much as possible^ and to submit to 
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every restriction affectionate solicitude 
should prescribe; upon which they sepa- 
rated for the night with comparative com- 
posure. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



** Hark ! the land bids me tread no more upoii*t~^it it 
Stshamed to bear me. Friends, come hither ; I am so lated 
in the world; that I liave lost my way for erer." 

■ 

The earl had become ' a resident in this 
vale of sweets, and joy, though paralyzed 
with fear, beamed in every eye but his 
own. Day after day rolled on in grateful 
submission, but not with peace to his spi- 
rit ; there was a duty he felt incumbent 
on him, the only act of restitution left him, 
which the broken peace of Arminia held 
him from, without making him happy.. 
The gipsy horde were appointed as 
guards through the wood and glen, as be- 
ing less suspicious than any other cast of 
men, should the troops, in search of the 
earl and other rebel chiefs, direct their 
steps that way ; yet here Strathbogie own- 
ed he felt more secret satisfaction than he 
had ever known since first ambition stole 
on his hearty and robbed him of his reason. 
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When drawn from himself, he contem- 
plated the sweet simplicity and rich gran- 
deur with which Providence had adorned 
this retired sipot ; it recalled to his mind 
those youthful hours> when Hamilton and 
himself strolled through the woods, or by 
the margin of the lake, or climbed the jut- 
ting rock, that gave its liquid treasure to 
the wide chasm art or nature planned — 
when boyish pride led each, in playful con- 
tention, to Outvie the other, ere the world's 
allurements had assailed hb sense, and 
robbed him of those pure joys j^hat wait 
upon the guileless heart. Memory was 
faithful; he traced each change^ and owned 
%he hand of fostmng care^ and tasteful art^ 
had heightened its original beauty. 

At the expiration of Montreal's given 
absence, his &ther accompanied him to 
that court he had not graced for more 
then twenty years^ each not a little san- 
guine, which rendered absence from sucb 
endearing friends le^ painful. 

A few mornings after the departure of 
the marquis and Montreal, a messenger 
from the gipsy camp broke on the traH' 
^juiUity of the Glenmorris party. The 
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good old Sinclair was dangerously iO, and 
prayed the noble family, into which his 
dear Faniiy was now incorporated, they 
would let her come to him with her iiw> 
ther, as the sight of them would sooth his 
dying moments. 

Miss Ardmore sprang from her seat, and 
casting a beseeching look on the eaii, 
threw her arms r^ound lady Montreal^ — 
*• Alas, that dear auld fither ! my poor mi* 
ther will now feel the bitterness of her dis- 
obedience in following that horde of gips ; 
mickle ♦wi* be her sorrow. Often ha* she 
prayed that I might na' be like her, direct- 
ed by my ain mistaken sense." 

The earl understood the glance she gave 
him, smd requested Arminia to order a 
carriage fx) convey her to her grandfather's 
at Stirling Castle — " Where," continued 
the earl, " the old man forgot not the vi- 
gour of his youth, bravely standing in its 
defence against our arms." 

Fanny kissed the hand of her father, on 
q\iitting the room to prepare for her de^ 
parture. 

The viscount, though restored to com. 
parative healtii and good spirits^ had stiU 
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symptoms of decline, and anxiety floated 
in the bosoms of his friends. A change of 
air had been prescribed, and the lady mo- 
ther proposed a visit southward to the 
nbbey, in order to adjust such little irregu- 
larities as will steal into every establish- 
bient in the major domo's absence ; there- 
fore addressing herself to lady Montreal — 
" As I shall leave you, Arminia, in the 
enjoyment of your dear father's society, 
and under the daily care of the marchioness, 
I feel my presence here is not indispensi- 
bly necessary. I will accompany Dudley, 
for I know his thoughtlessness will fill me 
with much disquietude." 

Eglihtoun never relished this proposal 
Once more admitted into the friendship 6f 
lady Oriana, he could not bring himself to 
leave her society, which he now enjoyed 
unrestrained^ He now, as usual, argued 
strongly on his being . a more competent 
judge of his own strength and health than 
others could be ; and pointing to Askew, 
who, reflecting on the painful journey of 
Miss Ardmore, and feeling somewhat hke 
a lover in her absence, had not been very 
communicative, said — *^ There, madam, is 
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your man, if you think the presence of 
any one necessary at the abbey. Edward 
has always been my representative on such 
occasions ; he will do more in a day than 
your ladyship or myself in a month. If 
things are to be turned upside down, or 
inside out, no maa more" competent than 
Xed for the undertaking; and if things 
are only jostled out of form and order, 
they will, at his signal, resume their pro- 
per situations, and harmony will be the 
order of the day ; beside, look at the poor 
fellow — friendship would induce me to 
appoint him to the office; positively his 
active powers will stagnate — never have 
they lain dormant so long since I have 
known him." 

Askew laughed — ^** A good reason, Dud- 
ley, for that, you know '' 

" No, no, I pray you," interrupted the 
viscount; " keep that reason to yourself 
and have the goodness to take mine into 
the account, as an incentive to your acti- 
vity." Then addressing the lady dow- 
ager — " He will set off, madam, to-mor- 
row by break of day, to expedite your 
wishes." 
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*' Not I, indeed, Eglintoun." 

^ No !— why not, Ned?" 

** For weightier reasons than your lord- 
ship's.** 

" Pray name them, Askew.'* 

^ Because, Dudley, choice shrubs require 
frequent transplanting ; so go yourself, for 
my opinion has many sanctions, that change 
of air is indispensably necessary. I know 
you do not relish the advice ; but in offer- 
ing it, I do not consider your inclination ; 
that is not a sufficient counterpoise for the 
evil that will accrue by your indulging it." 

*' All, Ned ! despotism has too often 
marked your opinions, and actions too, 
when put in competition with my will; 
but your power is not always to bear rule; 
I hope its influence is almost over,** cast- 
ing his eye on a miniature of Oriana over 
the chimney ; " however, this shall be can- 
vassed at the castle, where I think I shall 
have odds on my side.** 

^* I doubt that much, Dudley,** replied 
his mother ; ^* but the case shall be adjud^ 
ed ; and as it is a fine morning, with the 
tcKOKof Edvfurc^s arm, I wS walk to tU 
castle.'* 
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Hold, dear mother," cried Dudley; 
I negative that motion ; no foraging par* 
lies — ^no specious arguments — ^no &lse bias 
— no corruption of opinions ; do help me 
out, Arminia; this artful pair else will cor*- 
rupt my council, delude my judge, and 
triumph in their iniquity .** 

Lady Montreal, smiling — ^^ I do not 
think this quite fair play ; and why a walk 
this fine niorning will not prove as salu- 
tary to you and me, is a paradox ; and if we 
cross by the western to^er, the road will 
be safe for my fether.** This being ac- 
ceded to, they shortly arrived at the castle. 

The earl, as counsel for the plaintiff; 
opened the case. Lady Montreal, to tlie 
astonishment of the defendant, was the 
most forward witness against him. She 
produced her documents of irregularity of 
appetite — of how many fits of ooitghing 
during their short walk — ^pains in the side, 
with many more incontestible proofs, which 
induced the jury to give their verdict in 
favour of the plaintifi^. Oil the marchio- 
ness summing up the evidence, the lady 
mother smiled — the baffled peer knit his 
boow ; buton a- whi^e^of entreaty from the 
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fair Oriana, expressive of her own great 
disquietude on. his account^ they relaxed 
into their wonted form, and he accompa* 
nied his valuable mother the next morning 
without a murmur. 

Letters from the marquis and his son 
spoke of their application to the throne 
without success ; but notwithstanding their 
not being admitted into private conference 
with his majesty afterward, there was so 
evident an air of satisfaction marked his 
countenance, when his long-lost friend and 
young favourite approached hiin, that hope 
still fluttered on the wing of expectation 
from future importunity. This short in- 
terval of absence from their friends, so ne- 
cessarily dispersed, was passed in pleasing 
arrangements for the future, diversified by 
those elegant accomplishments that had 
been wont to sooth the minds of those no< 
ble personages under affliction, or preserve 
them from ennui, when nature, freed 
from care, anxiety, or turbulence of joy, 
appeared to slumber. 

Ten days had elapsed, when the wheels 
of a carriage, resounding through the silent 
softness of the vale, announced the ap^ 
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proach of Miss Ardmore. Askew, who 

had remained with Arminia and the earl^ 

flew to receive her ; but her sad counte- 

nance spoke the sorrow of her heart ; and 

requesting to be led to her sister, she de« 

dined the society of any during that day; 

in her sympathizing bosom she shed the 

tear of regret. On the following morning 

she descended in full sable ; and on going 

up to the earl, she said — " My ain gude 

sir, pardon your Eanny, wha* grief for her 

deedparent mad' her forget her due respect 

for her living ane.'* 

Stratbbpgie pressed her to his bosom, 
saying — '* My excellent little girl, your 
fether is, highly satisfied with the attach- 
ment you shew him ; Sinclair had a prior 
daim to your duty. Should life and liber- 
ty be granted to this my devoted person, 
one of my most pleasing studies will be 
to consult your happiness, and improve 
the high gifts nature has endowed you 
with ; then will I lay before you some of 
those grand leading features of my charac* 
ter, that you and yours may shun the ruin 
VOL, Y. D 
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ihey produce. Had you the satisfaction 
to find your grandfather alive ?** 

'* Yes," replied the weeping brunette. 
" The dear auld man hearing of the deci- 
sive blow in favour of his sovereign, and 
daily receiving letters from or about my- 
iself, speaking of the encreasing kindness 
of my new friends, and of your lordship's 
safe arrival at the Glen, for though he 
knew not your person, he kend you were 
dear to me, proved too much for the Mght 
fipark that animated his enfeebled frame.' 
He survived two days after my arrival, 
during which period, he seldom failed offer- 
ing praise to the wonder-working hand of 
Providence, in thus miraculously raising 
such friends for his pier bairn, with strong 
exhortation to me never to forget that God 
who had blessed me beyond human de> 
sert ; with many sweet injunctions, that I 
will treasure in my memory as his best le- 
gacy.« 

" Do so, my sweet child,** replied her 
father, kissing her. ** Had T, Fanny, nou^ 
rished the seeds of divine grace and early 
culture, with which I had been blessed, I 
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had escaped this fatal wieck» ancl various 
crimes that now lay heavy at my heart 
I wish not, Frances, to check the working 
of your young and filial heart ; yet remem* 
ber your giand&tlier's is a happy change* 
for when a good man dies, it is a s(demn 
jay. How did was Sinclair ?" 
; ^In hisninety-thirdyear, my lord; and 
though <dd as he was, my poor afflicted 
mother upbraids herself with having wedc- 
ened his finme by theeariy grief she caused 
him; indeed she is filled with remorse fat 
her errors of youth. She sees the hand of 
a long slumbering Providaioe stretdied 
out against her ; for do you know, my kml^ 
that the <mly gip who fdl in your enooun<> 
ter with them was her husband.** The 
earl sighed de^ly ; ^^ but she wad nae let 
her grief be seen ; and the whole horde 
were silent on the subject, that it might 
na* afflict my sister, wha* was a*most over- 
come by apprehension. You see then, my 
lord, my mither has muckle cause for sor« 
row; yet while her bairn lives and loo's 
her, she will not think Providence has 
quite forsaken her best interests.^ 

D 8 
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The earl was struck by the simple state- 
ment of Moggy Sinclair's suffering ; he 
felt, if such repugnance and contrition 
wrung her comparatively-innocent bosom, 
or if the hand of Providence was stretched 
out against her, how deep should be the 
wound in his breast for such accumulation 
of crimes ; and what hadhenot to dread from 
the justly-avenging arm of Omnipotence? 
At this moment reflection was very bitter; 
and the consideration that he had been one 
of the chief instruments of divine wrath 
against her, was an additional pang. He 
bade Fanny, who clung closer 'to his heart 
every day, use all possible means to com- 
fort this afflicted woman, and to learn What 
would most contribute to her future peaee. 

** My lord, as you are so indulgent to 
your grateful Fanny, I know her wish is 
to be enabled to quit the horde, that so 
beguiled her from her duty. Grdndfither 
has left her something, and a trifle more 
idill be a competency." 

** Ydu, Frances, shall convey it to her; 
bid her mark oat her plan, and you will 
answer all her demands-^it will be more 
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grate^l from your hand than from any 
other." 

Miss Ardmore^ expressing lier gratitude 
quitted her father, to seek thq tent of 
Moggy, to sooth her mind to peace, by 
her assiduity and this pleasing informa- 
tion. 

On the return of the viscount and lady 
Eglintoun, joy lit up the countenances of 
a few, and a general satisfaction was dif- 
fused around, but not to hold its reign 
long ; for the earl was by no means so care- 
ful of his person as was hoped. His mind^ 
greatly preoccupied by his glaring oiences, 
often sought retirement, and too frequent- 
ly woiild strole imprudently beyond the 
limits of the Glen. 

The tears of Miss Ardmore were not 
dried, befisre her parents called loudly on 
them to flow afresh. Strathbogie, in the 
ardour of his soul, wrought on by deep 
contrition, uniformly visited the exterior 
of the western tower, before the workmen 
employed in its repairs commenced their 
daily labour. " Here," he would say, " it is 
my turn to watch and weep — ^here, wher? 
Hamilton, year by year, wrung by bitter 
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anguish, has endured life ; yet his suffer^^ 
ings met a sweet soother in conscious rec- 
titude, a peace-restoring friend ; while every 
pang that wounds this bosom springs from 
guilt, black as the infernal regions— deep 
as is its center. Whither shall such a 
wretch seek comfort ? — whither turn his 
guilty thoughts, but on the all-subduing 
mercy of that glorious Being, who first 
taught my conscious soul to feel awaken- 
ing terrors, as the maniac^form of my in- 
jiired friend burst on my aching sight; 
yet how I struggled against those gleams 
of light that shewed me all myself, still a 
slave to high ambition, and a foe to vir- 
tue; and thou, my Annabella, thou whose 
dove-like softness had harmonized all mom 
sters but ambition's tool, sunk beneath his 
instigated cruelty ; thy blest spirit knows 
not my penitent anguish, nor beams sweet 
healing pardon o|i me. Oh, life ! life ! hate* 
ful unto death ! yet death is terrible ! at 
this moment it glares on my guilt-racked 
soul with all its horrors !" 

Thus wrapped, early one morning gazing 
on the entrance which led to his wife's mo- 
tiument, in bitter retrospection^ hearing nor 
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j^eeing aiigbt around him, he was roused 
&om his trance, by a voice vociferating — 
•* Fly ! fly ! the Glen is surrounded by 
troops !" It was Moggy Sinclair, who at 
the same moment exchanged his hat for 
hers, and throwing a plaid round him* 
hung a basket on his arm — ** You manna 
return to-neet; this- way lies your pass — 
the only one they have not mad* them- 
selves maister of; quick ! quick ! gang in 
amangst the bracken.*' 

Unprepared at this moment to encoun* 
ter the tlireatened danger, he fled without 
speaking the road she pointed out. ' This 
friendly horde^ faithful ta their promise tci 
lady Montreal, had spied by break of day 
^ troop of horse a,nd foot — saw thein di- 
vide^ and make each road their own, bu£ 
this which led to a thick covert 
, -This honest-hearted woman, rejoiced to 
aid his escape, and happy to see him lost ia 
the thi^ brushwood. Was returning, uncon- 
scious thktliis hat which she wore exposecl 
her to danger, quite unconcerned at the ap^. 
proadi of the soldiery, who had been led* to 
that secret spot at th^ instigation of one of 
the Brackannan clan, who had harboured 
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in his breast ah implacable hatred to the 
earl, from the day. he turned his arms in 
favour of Stuart ; nor forgot that morning 
when his bold rhetoric influenced the 
united dans to lay down their arms, though 
he was the first to resume them, contrary 
to his principles, when the earl harangued 
them. Moggy was ascending the hill 
that led to the plain where their encamp- 
ment was, when a soldier's fire checked 
her progress. On the man's coming up to 
her, and finding his mistake, he demanded 
if the earl had Jiot been there that mom- 
ing? 

The affirighted and bleeding woman re- 
plied, with difficulty — ** Nae, bleedliound, 
nae ; ye are far aff the mark ; he may be 
at Ardmore Priory by this, sae gang seek 
him there.** 

The report of the musket alarmed th^ 
bord^ who immediately came to the spat, 
and well for poor Moggy, else she had 
l^reathed her last by the side of the hill, 
wtdch she in vain strove to climb. 

Poor Frances was again summoned to a 
deathbed scene. When the dying woman 
saw her, she said — " Ah, Fanny ! did I 
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iitf tell ye the avenging ai:m of Heaven was 
stretched o'er my disobedient, self-willed 
iiead? How just are a' the ways of Pro- 
vidence ! I scorned a gude fither's advice, 
and left him to his poortith and his age, to 
rin the full tilt of my yqung fancy ; and it 
was na' sma' crime that gar'd me give thee 
birth, my bairn. Now j ustice has o'ertaken 
me, for my leel-hearted Roger and I baith 
have fallen in his service wha shared my 
guilt ; yet, Fanny, I bless the hand that 
chastises, wha has* shane mair mercy than 
I ha' desCTved. First, I desire to be thanki^' 
that my auld fither lived na' to see this day, 
and secondly, that you, my ain bairn, ha' 
sic wond'rous friends raised for your sup- 
port and guidance^ Thy parents wretch- 
edness nor guilt are not entailed on thy 
innocent head : let my unco fate warn ye 
a' ways to your duty; ye ken that ye ha' a 
higher power to serve than ony here on 
earth — ^look to it weel. It .will matter not 
gin we ha' lived in a .^lace or a cottage, 
gif the heart ha' na' something mair solid to 
hope for than ony thing we possess, or can 
do,. while in this crumbling house of clay, 

d3 
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thoi;igh a dear conscience saflens a dyii^ 
bed. Ah, my child^ I ha' greatly sin'd, 
spite of mony mercies, inair than I can 
reckcHi ; yet I am na' wi'out hope, through 

^ a' that precious bleed that was shed for sic 
as me, that you and I sal meet again in 
Heaven.** 

The lungs of the poor woman being 
perflated, rendered speech difficult, that 
<»used many pauses in it. She requested 
that the nature of her death might not be 
told to the earl, as his distress was great 

' on hearing the fate of her poor Roger; 

* and should he now learn, that in her zeal 
' to serve him, the mother of his Fanny had 
^ fallen, it would grieve him mair. She 

lingered till that evening, then expired in 

the arms of her diild and Mr. Malthus, 
' who, as soon as the news reached the dm, 
V went to support his pupil, and comfort the 

dying mother. 

Miss Ardmore's sensitive mind sunk 
- under this twofold blow. Her father once 
' more a wanderer, and those dead who had 

tenderly cherished her infancy, she seemed 

* to forget she had any thing to live for ; and 



.when the sileut grief of her Arminia at- 
tracted her, her own was redoubled. 

In vain Askew strove to cheer her hope- 
less bosom. The earPs incaution was deep- 
ly lamented by all, but most keenly felt by 
lady ]\Iontreal, whose ardent, filial love 
heightened, as his penitence and danger 
encreased; but for this, the lady Oriana 
^would have shone in all ber native feveC- 
.ness. Dudley was returned in health, and 
she no longer held it as laudable heroism 
^ to affect indifference ; but her loved Ar- 
minia's sorrow was her own, that dimmed 
the lustre of those speaking eyes, that other- 
wise would have sparkled with mild ra- 
diance. Her ready smile dismissed from 
the viscounfs breast eveiy former appre- 
hensicm -^.and he waited but the hour, when 
family anxiety would be less pressing, to 
urge their union ; and ever solicitous for 
his valuable fikiid, he asked Oriana, oiie 
day as they rambled through the Glen, if 
he might cherish the hope that the day 
which would make him guardian of her- 
self would also give to Askew the lovely 
brunette ? " 'Tis evident he passionate!^ 
admires the anuable character of that young 
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girl^ as through the modest lustre of her 
sloe-black eye, love sports triumphant. I 
will see the excellent fellow's establishment 
sudi as credits the gift." 

** Yes," replied Oriana, *' of that I am 
well assured ; Horatio waits but a proper 
period to propose it to the earl, whose im- 
prudence has now rendered it very uncer- 
tain ; but should his lordship escape to the 
Continent, or otherwise his unhappy fate 
tender this design abortive, my brother 
will cheerfully consign the happiness of 
our dear Fapny to the prudent and affec- 
tionate guidance of your friend," 

This, next to the full assurance of Ori- 
ana's affection, was best calculated to give 
peace, and consequently health, to lord 
Eglintoun. Nothing now weighed on his 
mind, but a friendly solicitude for the 
fallen peer. 

The lady dowager once toore enjoyed 
that tranquillity which flows from vir- 
tue. The irjvigorating smiles of the sun 
again shed their influence over her spL 
rits, and renewed her years. She now 
hoped to press in her arms the little prat- 
tlers of her Dudleys, and bless them ere 
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she sought, in the drear vault of mortality, 
the ashes of her illustrious house. 

Askew, who had ever largely partaken 
of the griefs and joys of his noUe benefac- 
tors, alone remained comfortless. He saw 
with grief that all his tender assiduities 
could not draw Miss Ardmore from her 
sorrows, nor in the least suppress the heavy 
sigh or stem the torrent of her unavailing 
tears. 

Much agitated, one day as he walked 
in the shruhbery, he met the object of 
his meditation, who, in order to avoid his 
tender reproof, for the flow of sorrow she 
knew not how to repress, essayed to shiin 
him; but stepping q^uickly to her, he 
checked the design, saying—** I see, with a 
dismayed spirit, that Miss Ardmore listens 
not to love nor reason— she will not longer 
permit me to hope I hold a seat in that bo- 
som, that is feelingly alive to every gende 
sentiment, save that her Edward would in- 
spire. I have been presuming, and cheat- 
ed myself of happiness ; that smile that is 
ever ready to cheer each beholder, I fondly 
flattered myself was more peculiarly be- 
stowed on me ; but the daily, hourly re- 



6S STRAtHBOGIB. 

pulse» I hive of late met^ upbraid me witli 
my vanity^ I beg to apologize for my 
past intrusion, resolved no Icmger to in- 
trude myself on your griefs*" 

Fanny fixed her streaming eyes on his 
towards the dose of his speech — *^ Theun- 
kindness of sic a reproof, Askew, deserves 
nae to be answered ; you ken your avowed 
afiection is the only solace my bleeding bo- 
som can admit; but remember the yet 
warm ashes of my murdered mither, and 
the ruefu' uncertainty of my unhappy 
fither, a wanderer, wrapt in sorrow and 
. contrition, nae friend to eheer his sinking 
spirits, nae covert where to rest his aching 
head; these separately may daim, but 
collectively demand the tender flow of filial 
sorrow: dinna, therefore, Edward, deny 
the sigh of regret;^ nor the uncontrollable 
. tear, nor think it dhninishes the value I 
set on your generous attachment, fi^r th$t 
, Is indeed the haven I hope in time to rest 
in; and if, as now, I ha' strove to shun 
; your society, it was only when I felt my 
flow of grief would pain you/' 

A confession so firank, so modest, silenced 
liis obtruding fears. From this hour, be 
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thought his Fanny wore a more dieerful 
aspect, and his own native serenity returned. 
Such is the high colouring of fancy's por- 
traitures. 
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CHAPTER V. 



^ Man's sick] J soul, though toroed asd tossed for ever from 
side to side, can rest on nought but thee, here in lull 
trusty hereafter in full joj/' 

From a momentary impulse of fear, the 
earl fer a while pursued the road the un- 
fortunate Moggy had pointed out, but 
shortly stopping, asked himself — ** Why 
this terror? or why this littleness of soul? 
he who had dared to offend so highly 
should nobly dare make all such restitu- 
tion as may be his to do. My king, my 
countiy, have double claims upon me ; and 
though I have basely violated those of the 
former, it is still left me to fulfil the other; 
this life belongs to me no longer; 'tis my of- 
fended country's ; I hold it an enfiingement 
of every duty, sacred and moral, to seek its 
preservation ; the law of heaven has sanc- 
tioned the law of nations in their right to 
the lives of criminals, and I stand, in the 
highest possible degree, foremost on the 
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list. Meanly to seek personal safety is 
not only derogatory to a great soul, but 
increased rebellion against those twofold 
laws. If eternal love looks on my peni- 
tent soul with an eye r^f mercy, then wel- 
come death, and who"" f^sall dare say nay^ 
when his own gracious promise declares, 
that his most acceptable sacrifice is a bro- 
ken spirit ; * a broken and a contrite hearty 
oh God ! tfcou ^vilt not despise.' Dastard- 
ly flight 9iay elude justice awhile,, but 
esmnot procure safety, while a holy reli- 
ance on his mercy and submissive bowing 
to his will, may induce him to excite cle- 
mency in the breast of my sovereign. If not, 
til? shortness of my date neither impedes 
or makes, future happiness. Lengthened 
days, nor all the combined virtues of man, 
though concentered in this polluted breast, 
would not expiate my manifold offences ; 
I look to a higher power, and more exalted 
virtue, then sinning humanity can offer. 
Faith, in great mercy, is granted to me, 
and submission is now the only fruit by 
which that faith can be made manifest to 
man, or acceptable at the high tribunal of 
the just. The only free will act of right 
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that ma4 ambition left me is in my power; 
and is it for me longer to oppose right, in 
pursuing unlawful measures for self-secu- 
rity ? No, 'tijj a straight path before me ; 
the event is in the hand of an allwise Di- 
rector ; whichsoever he wills, that way is 
right." 

Here the earl sat him on a bank for fur- 
ther meditation, and for the first time per- 
ceived the basket on his arm. ^ He looked 
on it with surprise. On opening the lid 
he found a small supply of provisions, and 
a slip of paper, written as foUows:~- 



^ At dose of day return to the 
plain ; our chief will order the best tent for 
your repose, or we will strike and bear 
you to the mouth of the Spey ; there put 
you on board a smuggler^ cutter, who, 
now lying off there, will flee with you to 
the continent Moggy." 



" This honest creature's actions," thought 
the earl^ ^^ would be incomprehensible, did 



J 
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not my humbled spirit look to him to 
whom all things are possible. This single 
act of benevolence teaches nie how very 
short of this duty I have fallen, though I 
have distributed thousands under the name 
of charity, when crested pride perhaps influ- 
enced tlie rich donations, and half pope- 
ridden, superstitiously believed I had pur- 
chased Heaven's pardon. Now this unr- 
schooled gipsy unwittingly upbraids my 
want of common justice; she feelingly pro- 
vides for my casual wants, though but for a 
day. Ob, my obdurate heart ! that could 
deny her that supply she and her infant ha4^ 
so just a claim to ; and shall such an actioii 
be ov^looked by purity and perfection ? 
Even were that the Uackest of my crimes, 
it would sink me deep into eternal misery^. 
Yet, alas ! the aggregate as far exceeds thii; 
as day exceeds the night. Has then the 
perpetrator of such enormities any ^x>und 
of hope? Is it not as presinnptuous as 
&llacious? No, hope is a privilege, not 
only permitted but commanded. One aU 
perfect being has wrought a miracle too 
deep for finite sense to comprehend. 
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though the right hand of faith seizes the 
proffered gift, subduing every fear.** 

Thus reflecting while he eat sparingly 
of the viands, resolving to go rather in 
search of his pursuers then shun them 
longer ; yet to turn his steps again to the 
glen or gipsy camp was to defeat this his 
firm resolve. He found he was not suffi- 
ciently master of himself to risk another 
interview with his daughters. Arminia 
would again subdue his fortitude, while 
the bold and enterprising spirit of the 
horde would bear him against his will to 
« place of safety, or stand by him to their 
fest man in his defence ; the latter alter- 
native would be worse than the first. Thus 
having fully made up his mind on his fu- 
ture conduct, and heated by a sultry un- 
seasonable sun, which sometimes intrudes 
on the month of May, he sought a shady 
seat, and deeply entranced in the past, the 
present, and the future, he fell asleep. Its 
balmy influence held him long, for on 
waking he found the sun far in thfe west, 
just ready to enlighten another hemisphere. 
He arose to seek some hamlet where he 



:^ 
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might lodge that night, with the full pur- 
pose to surrender himself the next day, or 
at the first town he should come to : he 
had now wandered out of his known tract; 
'Tis true, he could have retraced his steps 
back to Glenmorris, but not to do so was 
his fixed jiesolve ; and now being in a spa- 
cious trackless country, it was difficult to 
chuse his way, uncertain if it led to any 
habitation. With the setting sun, the air. 
grew raw and cold ; sudden gusts of wind 
sprang up, and fot^told a tempestuous, 
night He looked around a desolate heathy 
nor found a hovel or pothouse, in which 
to slielter himself. At length, at same 
distance, he espied a shed, such as are 
eredted for cattle to take refuge in. Poor 
as was the bait, he seized it with avidity, 
expressing bis thankfulness for such a co- 
vert against the storm, that by tiiis time 
had made its threatening good. Here he 
supped <>n the refiise of his basket, and 
stretd[iing himself on the bare earth, en- 
rapt in hts/pkdd, couMed sleep; that the 
hoivlifig winds and pelting ndn, with ma-p 
ny a tostvbibg thought, drove that balmy 
restorative far from hsm, till . nearly breiik 
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of day, ivhen much exhausted, and the 
vrinds lowering into a gentle murmur, he 
for some hours lost hhnself and cares in 
slumber. 

Nature renovated, he wandered still 
llirougfa trackless fern, and passed anotiier 
night on this unfiriendly heath, Ihough 
under a calmer skv. Toward the middle 
of Ihe following day, he got into some 
low brushwood. He was now in a well- 
Ibiown road, though far distant from any 
neighbourhood. By this time his fotigue 
and want of sufficient nourishment had 
nearly exhausted him. His hope was to 
be enaUed to get to some stnMnrlimr cot* 
tage, far he St his sta^n^ w^ in- 
adequate to reaching any town before 
night. He got through the copse as 
speedily as his strength would permils 
though not without many a rent in his 
garment. Tlie third night lodged him as 
before under the starry canopy of heaven. 
Faint and weary, his deep was sounds but 
awoke early to feel the keenest state of 
hunger he had ever experienced^ as the 
only refredunents he had tasted the two 
last days had been the dear running 



StiaATHBOGIE.' Tl 

spring as he crossed its l)rook, and tiie 
bnantling cresses that floated beneath its 
glassy surface. When he essayed to stand, 
^giddiness constrained him to be reseated. 
A feint languor pervaded his whdie frame. 
Could his daughters at this moment have 
seen him, the tender chord that bound up 
t^e within them would have burst in bit- 
ter anguish ; but as our sorrows are merd- 
{nWy proportioned to our strength by in* 
finite wisdom, suffident was theirs in their 
Ignorance of his safety. 

Finding himself unable to proceed^ 
he bowed the knee in prayer and sup* 
plication -to that stupendous Being who 
works in wisdom, and soon felt his mind, 
if not his body, refreshed* Reflecting on 
bis late resolves to yield himself a priso- 
na*, he began to consider whether this re** 
solution had been actuated by right piin* 
dples. It now appeared a tadt spedes of 
-suicide ; he acknowledged he deserved not 
life, yet it was not his own to yield at the 
instigation of misguided reason. He now 
wdghed the subject in all its points, and 
finding no warrant from Scripture trutiia 
&r such an ^ctioni strongly diMbted if his 
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late conclusion had not been too j^QOfi* 
^ tate, arising from self-disgusti Man may 
boast of reason ; it is a great gift» an4 calls 
loudly for thankfulness; yet when opposed 
to the inscrutable ways of Providence, 
how weak its boasted strength ! how hum** 
bling to the native pride of the heart! 
i^-Strathbogie thought so, f0lt this truth, 
and raising his eyes to Heaven, implored 
that wisdom best si^^t^ to his present 
need, from him who alpne can give it 
— .^^ My life or death is i^i thy hands, thou 
glorious spring of every thought ! here I 
^ease to be anxious for the one or for the 
other; I will not therefore seek .my own 
annihilation, nor shun the punishment 
which sovereign justice may inflict; bat 
through the plenitude of thy rich mercies, 
most offended Majesty, submit, to. thy all- 
•wise decree; supporting hfe, if it be thy 
will, with holy firmness, or yield it, with 
pious resignation; and Idt.gsttefal ac- 
knowledgments find acceptance with thee^ 
ioT thy merdful fcHi)earance in Mni^hhdd- 
Ing the stroke of death, throughout my 
cmmiifold transgressions. Purge and ]^- 
«lfy, I faMe^h thee, tliat dross whidb has 
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disfigUTed thine own image! and may these^ 
my well-deserved sufferings, be sanctified 
to thy servant; and every future occmw 
xence, however afflictive, lead to my souPa 
welfkre and thy glory, thou vast Triune 
Being, before whom I bow the knee of 
my humbled spirit!" 

The earl, now greatly composed, made^ 
though weak, a more eflfectual effort to 
proceed, A few paces brought him to the 
head of a lane, at the opening of a cross 
road, where lay a leathern pouch, as bar* 
ing fallen from the belt of some passing 
traveller. He took it up and hallooed to 
its owner, should he be still within sound* 
but received no answer, save echo that 
filled the space. His halloo he repeated^ 
and waited some time, almost feaiful to 
find a claimant; but on no one appearing, 
he opened his prize with the eagerness 
ofahalf-ftmishedman: hard eggs, a spald- 
ing or two, a bannock, and a shave of 
cheese, with a small bottle of whisky^ 
<were a luxuriant repast Never, in the days 
€yf his prosperity, had the earl found the 
rich duties of his table half so grateful » 
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his present viands. Greatly refreished, and 
having still supply for another meal or 
two, he bent his steps towards a town he 
thought he could reach before night. On 
coming within sight of it, he seated him* 
self on the bankside, a little on t of the high 
road, unwilling to enter it before dark; 
and as yet the sun was not below the ho- 
rizon. 

While engaged in deep meditation, he 
was roused by horsemen, and through the 
brakes of the winding hedge, he • found 
they were soldiers. His first impulse was 
to meet them, and say — "Here end your 
labours," convinced he was the object of 
their search ; but recoUeeting he had seri- 
ously engaged neither to .seek nor shun 
his fate, rq>ressed the wish, and remained 
sitting, as they rode pa^t him. They 
looked hard at him, but his woman's hat, 
bound with a handk^chief under his chin, 
and being seatal, his tattered plaid almost 
covered his feet, that they took him for a 
female traveller. Still there were two 
more behind. On coniing up with him, 
they halted, asked him if he had seen any 
passengers ? 
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*• No," was his reply, looking at thenu 

'' Surely that is not a woman,** said* 
one. 

" I'll swear 'tis he," replied the other, 
as they rode on to their oomrades. On 
orertaking them — ^* Why that's he on the 
wayside ; turn your horses." 

When the earl saw them retracing the 
road, he rose, and moved gently onward. 

This staggered the men, concluding, had 
it been him, he would have been more pre- 
dpitate in his flight ; but his face being 
well known to the leader of the troop, he 
dismounted, and walking briskly up to 
him^ seized him by the arm. ^* Sir, in his 
majesty's name, I arrest you." 

" Ah, my friend \ pray who do you take 
me for?" 

" You are Hugh Ardmore, earl of 
Strathbogie, a rebel, and my prisoner " 

" True," rejoined the peer, undismayed ; 
^ I was going to obtain a night's refresh- 
ment in yon town, being much fetigued ; 
but whither would you lead me ?" 

** To the Tower, your honour; but as 
your lordship will have several nights to 

£2 
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remain on the road, you may make your 
own chmce where,'* 

" To secure your honour's person, but 
xtot to forget what is due to your rank^ aro 
our orders," replied a second. 

" Aye, aye, colonel Somners is the sol- 
dier for doing duty with lenity," replied 
a third. ^ Be pleased, my lord, to mount 
my charger, and I will walk at his head. 
As you find us, so I hope your honour 
will report vm to our galkmt coloneL God 
bless him, I served seven years with him 
in India, and his orders were very strict to 
attend to your lordship's comforts." 

** Your noble colonel has my thanks, 
and so shall you, my good . fellows ; but 
pray does your kind commission extend so 
far as to permit my necessary stay in this 
town while I procure more suitable appa- 
* rel ?" to whidi they assenting, fae took his 
journey by easy stages, and arrivedt in 
great tranquillity of spirits^ in the metro-^ 
pofitan city of the kingdom. 



VnUTBBOOIB. 



CHAPTER VL 



"-Con^wndne tolapuc; and IT beipMk vfBi^K^ 
bam, praj teU bim joji met Um hml^traj in beiiT«n. 
M<r Towf and prajen jet in the kiuft'*; and tilt mj >oni 
foruke me, iball crj for bletaap on bim. Uaj he live 
loa^r than I have time to tell hit ;eara 1 ever beluved 
and loving maj hit rule be land whenoldTinwiball lead 
him to his end, goodoen and ba fill up aoa m 



Colonel Somners, finding the lively in^ 
terest his friend Montreal had in Uie fate 
of the earl, procured erery indulgence for 
the prisoner possible before his antral, de> 
termining to meet him on hia amval, not 
without hope that his influence, which was 
great OTer the king, might incline him to 
clemency ; for having dosely studied the 
diaracter of his majesty, he' saw the great 
straggle of his naturally-benevolent dis- 
position, with that inflexible justice he felt 
it hjs duty to observe ; and that where he 
had once loved, he always loved, however 
prudence or necessity obliged him to with- 
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draw his countenance from the object. 
Most deservingly had the earl once been 
in possession of his royal favour ; and deep 
as was the wound from his l^e dereliction, 
yet still the pa^st was fondly remembered, 
and was not unfrequently adverted to by 

-his abused sovereign, with emotion that 
ahnost unmanned him. 

On meeting Strathbogie, as he had de- 
signed, with the most condoling spirit, 

:,hidding hhn cherish hope, the earl thanked 
him, but entreated he would not risk his 
sovereign's displeasure, by intruding his 
unworthy name and interests on his ear; 

-then requested he would inform Brackan- 
nan and Montreal of his arrival, request- 
ing their presence. 

The marquis and his son, still buoyed 
up with hope, was labouring in his behalf; 
but the entrance of the colonel, with the 
news of bis being in the Tower, all but 
petrified them. They looked on each 

-other with dismay. Horatio at length 
broke sUenee, by exclaimiing — *^ My poor 
Arminia f how will you endure this cruel 
stroke ?*' 

^ As we all shall— ^bad enough,'^ replied 
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ISrsckannan, who at this moment feh a 
pang not to be described. 

'* Come, sir, let us go to him — ^he has 
need of comfort." 

** Comfort! his friends have need of 
more, boy. Hugh Strathbogie's mind, 
even in his. childhood, was always equal to 
the exigency of the moment — that great 
man's spirit is made up to his fate ; but I 
am ready to pay this heart-rending visit.'* 

This unexpected stroke had betrayed 
the marquis into a mood &r different to 
that mild resignation that had marked 
his character under his own misfortunes. 

Montreal, perceiving how much his fa- 
ther was agitated, requested to visit the 
.earl alone. 

" No, Horace — Hugh Ardmore ever has, 
and ever will be dear to thy father's heart. 
If past events could not drive him from 
this, his early habitation," striking his bo- 
som as he spoke, ^^ how think you under 
af&iction I can neglect him? no, no — I'll 
go, and leave him only when his peace 
.shall make it necessary." . Then taking 
leave of Somners, they drove to the 
Tower. 
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On Aeir entiance he extended a Inm A 
to eadi, with a finn and phdd brow — *^ I 
«m unworthy this attention, though I be- 
lieved I should meet such indulgence fiom 
your exalted natures.'' 

The marquis fell on his neck, and Mont* 
leal wrung his hand in ^ence. 

Strathbogie understood their feelings 
and indulged thdr momentary anguish, 
while his spirit poured forth an earnest 
prayer, that all parties might be enabled 
not only to support themselves, but each 
other, in the pending tiial they were caUed 
to. 

At length words found ntt^^ance ; and 
after many interrogatories concerning lus 
seizure and arrival, Brackannan gently re- 
proved him for his little idt^tion to the 
.peace of his fiunily, in thus expos&ng him- 
'Sedf. 

''^Dear Hamilton, I^ $t 4iot been for 
those loved objects, I ' had never sought 
iiiecurity. 'Many have been the struggles 
'my spirit encountered, ere I gave myself 
'entirely into the hands of ^Providence. Be- 
^tween the aversion 'I feel to: life, and those 
jtrong ties which yet ding to my heart,-! 
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Stood on the brink Of a precipice ; l^ut that 
gracious Being, who in kind commiseration 
permitted not the frequent well-aimed hall 
to sever the thread of life, unfitted as I 
was to render up the dark statement of 
my pilgrimage, enabled me to flee ta him 
for guidance. Believe me, my dear bro* 
ther — my generous friends, if in this hour 
of disgrace I am permitted those endear- 
ing names, of which long since my foul 
deeds shoukl have disrobed me, I am 
humbled^-I am dontrite^ — bat not despair^ 
ing. Grace d[)ounds ; and to that grace I 
am indebted for my altered frame oTmxnd. 
Years cannot purify the heart of man. 
Should lengthened years be granted me-^ 
not that I expect mercy from the king^i— 
but my support is this — ^fae who has m* 
fused the breath of life in me, hath said — 
' thoi^b thy sins are as scaslet,. they shall 
be white as 9now;,' and^ he who thus spake 
is truth.'^ / 

Perceivings Montreal silent and pensive^ 
he added — ** Horatio, why look you so 
diespondiug ? you wovild not sink under 
personal nusfortunes ; let not mine subdue* 
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your Jfortitude. I have mucli to settle 
with you and the marquiS'; but you must 
indeed have more self-eommand ere I enter 
on it, lest the infection spread, which would 
unman me/' 

" Your lordship^s dignified firmness has 
qheered, though it cannot subdue the sor- 
row of my heart. I was thinking — ^par- 
don me, for I must touch a chord, the vi- 
bration of which will give you acute pain.**^ 

The earl gasped, sighed— »^" Speak on." 

*^ Alas ? I tremble lor my wife, your 
fflial, your adoring Arminia. Her gentle 
spirit, long tried by anxious sul^feriiig^ wfll 
not be able to sustiain thi$ blow.^ 

The earl grasped his hand with agonii:* 
ing thought— 7** Fear not, Horatio ; blended 
with her mother's angelic sweetness, th»-e 
is a firmness uncommon in her sex, that 
excites much hope in her feyour. I have 
written to her — I h^ve invited her and 
your valued mother to my prison; and 
what she wants in herself, that bright ex- 
ample of Christian heroism will supply. 
My little black-eyed Fanny too shall come ; 
now beyond the reach of their fascinatipg 
influence, I will hold them to my heart 
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once, once more. You, my son, shall be 
the bearer €S my invitation^ and conduct 
my children to my arms. He who in the 
fulness of his birthright deserved not their 
esteem, shall, by grace enabled, in his fall 
possess their fullest admiration. Interest 

, the most respectable Dr. Gregory, and my 
late much-valued chaplain, Malthus, to 
bear them company — ^I have great need of 
such orthodox characters ; for my some- 
time Romish principles have left on my 
mind some'points I cannot thoroughly di. 

. gest. Will you set off to-morrow ? most 
probably, ere you return, my sentence wiU 

' have passed. Short will be my trial ; for 
pleading guilty at once will spar^ the 

. court much trouble, and myself great pain.** 
The marquis shuddered, and rose to pace 

. the room, to conceal the emotion his de* 
claration had excited. 

** Oh, not so, my lord I. for all our sakes, 
throw not away your life thus^-rthe abi- 
lities (^counsel do much — ^pray give your- 

. self that fair opportiinity of success.** 
" Counsel, young man! what have , I 
do , with counsel ? shall I add deceit or 
craft to my already too heavily-laden cop.- 
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-sdiJnce? "I should' think lU of that msxfs 

' htttft who would undertake so bad a cau«e. 

'Nay, more, I forbid* any palliation of my 
dffenees r shall they smell' rank in heaven, 
and bepeifumed on* earth? • Horatio, the 
Judge Supreme cannot be deceived ; why 

' theri try to veiJ the sense of him he dele* 

^ gates his power to on earth ?'* 

** Yeti my' lord, some cfarcumstanee* that 

• has truth to^ su|^)ort the pleader, tliou^ 
' it cannot remove the act, may mitigate our 

• {sovereign's resentment. Were there no 
' seductive arguments, no ' wiles, made use 

- of from the opposing partfes— no specious^ 

• arguments of Stuart's, that beguiled you 
in a momentary weakness?" 

"Hold, McHitreal f let me bear my tes- 
" trmony , my dying testimony, to that young 

• chevalier. You have marked with admi- 
ration his martial prowess — ^I with equal 

• admiration have been a keen observer of 
"^ the dignified nobiKty of his soul, the en- 
"largeraent of.his mental powers, and the 

manly sweetness . of a well-regulated con- 
duct, highly fitting him to adorn either a 

- public or private sphere of action. Even 
my. Arminiia; dear as Lkiiow I am to -her 
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"" fond hMTt, would not throw an odium on 
i lu^ fair chanuster to save unjusHy my cul- 
^ pritilife. Be assured, no honouraUe patii 
^ opens to the mit^tion of my deep-stained 

- Me. If I meet a pardon, it must pxoeeed 
' firom my sorere^'^ £ree grace, and fay me 

most undeserved."^ 

The marquis coming fbrwa^, leaned on 

- the shoulder of his son — *' Painful as is 
the truth,' Horatio, for much would I sa- 

' erifice to have it otherwise, yet seek not 
< to tarnish this divine - emanation, which 

- grace has; implanted in Strathbc^e, in cnt* 

* der to refit the mental man for that gloiy 
" he- was (Higinally oreated to enjoy/' 

The letters were l2ien placed in the hand 
•of Montreal. 

The marquis divided his time between 
the prisoner and the king's levee. In vain 
he and his friends strove to turn his heart 

• to mercy : the offended monarch was in- 
flexible. He would often say, he could 
pardon every rebel sooner than Strathbo- 
gie— " For he wa»^ my choserr friend, and 
the ingrate >seemed to return with interest 
. my royal favour. He was my- counsellor, 

the partner of niy mosit secret thougbti 
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a man of all others throughout my whole 
dominions I reposed the most unboimded 
confidence ' in ; I knew his transcendent 
abilities justified my preference; and so 
faithful did I believe him, that I was about 
•; to entrust my people's safety Mid my grand- 
son's crown to his protectorship, from the 
alarming state of the prince his father's 
health, should his death, then much ap- 
prehended, have taken place during my 
absence on the Continent. Say then, you 

• who throng x][ky, footsteps with entreati^ 

• and petitions, is it reasonable that one sin- 
gle glow of compassion should for a mo- 
ment rise? but say,. were I inclined to own 
such weakness, which a monarch should 
be free from, where would be royal justice? 
some less criminal than the earl have al- 
ready suffered,, and shaU he be pardoned ? 
'tis impossible." 

Yet spite of those strong arguments, 
supplication; was daily made for him, until 
the angry, monarch declared, that he who 
. should prefer the suit again in the earl's 
name, was a banished man, and in three 
days from that period must leave the ku)g- 
dom. 



^^ 
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Thus silenced, Brackannan devoted the 
^hole of his time to Strathbogte, till the 
arrival of his family. 

On his informing the earl of this last re- 
solve of the king, he highly applauded his 
firmness — *^ For such should be the con* 
duct of a sovereign prince.** 

As the earl suspected, the trial took 
place within the first week of his confine- 
ment ; and as. ikcts were self-evident, the 
court soon dismissed the sutgect,. by caUing 
i>n the prisoner, to hear his sentence. 

The earl conducted himself with manly 
firmness during the whole procedure; but 
on re-entering his apartment, aH his forti- 
tude, for a short space, forsook hkn. Fall- 
ing pn the neck of the marquis, he ex- 
daimed — ** And is it come to this ! un- 
done, miserable wretch ! self^deluded, self- 
destroyed! my -children, how shall we 
meet^-haw part for ever ! — but, oh ! how 
meet the eye of an offended God ?' i 

A deep groan issued from his labouring 
breast ; then recollecting himself — '^ Whiat 
strange infatuation this, that that life rea- 
son holds in contempt, I feel a repugnance 
not to-be expressed at laying down T 4 
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Aheayy sigh from eabh broke ^n tbe 
succeeding stilJUiess. Tiie marquis mtajn^ 
able to speak — ^he stood himscff in need of 
comfort ; but pressing Mm strongly to hm 
breast, evinced the sympathy he felt r awl 
lirhai he cduM have spoken, he thought it 
better, for a few moments^' to leare him to 
the ebullitions of his own great mind. 

The earl, raising his head and dasping* 
his hands with fervour, proceeded — ** Now 
the dread fiat is gone forth, I beseech thee;, 
thou all-sustaining Power ! forsake me nist 
when most I need thy divine support, OIv 
Nature r plead not thus against reasan^r- 
against justice^' > 

His spirit once more groaned, and oon- 
Tulsive affections agitated his whole franu^r 
but it was short — ^a few moments,, in silient 
ejacuktion, produced 2^gaincomposure,.and 
he was enabled to converse with tranquil^ 
iity on his fate^ Thiis nijgfat BradkannaiK 
never left him^ 

The news of the earPs imprisomnent 
had reached the castle before the arrival of 
Montreal. In Arminia-s breast it had trans- 
fixed a deathlike silence. Pensiv^y wHdyr 
she spoke not-^-sonaw. had &»\»d the>ia^ 
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JSef of tears; her pallid cheek and boUow 
eye alone spoke the anguish she endured^ 
Miss Ardmore would sit at her feet, press* 
ing her hand in hers ; and when the ob* 
trudmg tear would no longer be repressed, 
^he hid her face in Oriana's lap^ as she sat 
weeping over the two sisters^ 

The conduct of this &milj toward the 
earl was a matter of vast speculation 
throughout the households at the glen and 
eastle, to whom every occurrence was. now 
well known ; and agreeable to their varir 
ous turns of thought and character, wai» 
animadverted on; and while they heard 
and saw with astonishment, they were ob» 
Uged to confess their conduct was such 22. 
Christianity enjoined* But Zanga, who 
yet did not understand much of gospel 
principles, that leads its disciples to return 
.'good for evil, and which strongly exhorts 
the leading miisguided man back to the 
narrow path that leads to holiness, faith^ 
-and obedience, had, cm hearing of the earl'a 
imprisonment, manifested most outrageous 
joy ; nor could the servants learn the cause 
of his extreme merriment ; but being sunv 
moned into the drawing-roomj, to receive 
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orders from the lady viscountess, he W2» 
so forcibly struck with the varied expres- 
sions of grief of the several personages, 
that on his return to his comrades, he said, 
with an air of astonishment — " Zanga no 
understand whitey man— what make him 
cry, make blacky laugh. Bad man try 
kill my feder, my moder, kill my poor 
little pickaninny-^when he go be killed 
himself, Zanga dance, sing, mad with joy; 
but you— you^— cry, you no eat, you pity, 
oh, debil ! me tto pity— me take my foot, 
stamp on him-^me sfay, * lie there, debii 
dog; never do more mischief ! oh! yon 
never go to big moon, no, never, never !' 
Defe be dat pretty lady Orian, her fine 
black eye all red with tear— dere is lady 
Brackan, she walk de room, she wting her 
hand, de tear run down her cheek — dere 
is my own lady look sad, as if my massa 
was tick — all the Kfe and fun of pretty 
•Miss Ardmore is gone, she cry, sob — cry, 
sob — ^and dere is my own dear massa, that 
bought me from hard task massa, from 
wicked Turk, he look pale, he coax one, 
he pray t'other, he very sad — oh, delxl! 
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my massa fret for good-for-nothing man-^ 
me no understand such ting.** 

He was thus working himself into a 
rage, when Furgerson checked him, by 
endeavouring to make him comprehend 
the difference of sentiments between those 
men living under the knowledge of the 
true God, and those heathen nations who 
had never heard of his law — ** You are 
acquainted," added Furgerson, ** with many 
Sculpture truths ; but a Christian will feel 
those truths in his heart as well as havie 
them in his head, which enables him to 
put what he knows into practice; now, 
Zanga, remember that lenity and a gene- 
rous forgiveness of error have turned the 
hard heart of many a criminal to a love 
and practice of virtue. Love to our neigh- 
bour is an essential principle of Christian 
duty ; you always say you love God for 
having delivered you from bondage ; but 
it is not enough that you say so — ^you 
must manifest that love, and it can be done 
in no higher degree than in keeping his 
commandments, and you know the prin- 
cipal one is, * love one another.' Now your 
master shewed he understood that law of 



his divine Master, when he bought yavt 

and I from slavery — ^that was the law of 

*k)¥e, which in that instance he fulfilled. 

To shew a tender interest for the welfere 

of our fellow-creatures, this Grod has ex- 

^acted of us, and bade us forgive those who 

trespass s^ainst us, as we wish to be for- 

rgiyen our sins. Now, though the earl has 

been a very bad iDan, yet he is sensible of 

it, and truly penitent for his ill conduct; 

he deplores his great crimes, and fervently 

and constantly prays his offended Fath^ 

f to pardon his manifold offences ^ and you 

,are not to learn, at this moment^ that God 

. has promised to be gracious, and will for- 

vgiye all who eome to him with a true con* 

' trite spirit ; and shall man, who is daily 

.offending his Maker, be inflexible against 

his fellow-sinner? that were indeed to 

* make himself more sinful than he to whom 
he denies his pardon. At a future period 
I wiQ speak to you again on this duty; 

* and I h^pe your ideas MriU be dear on a 
subject of such importance, because noiv 
you are in a country where Christianity is 

* taught, and repeatedly hearing the gospel 
. mthfully explained, you will be sinful m 
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m tenfold degree, if you do not Unbibe itt 
principles, and put them into practice^** 

*^ Well, Zanga know you are good man; 
but me no well understand yet ; when bad 
men turn very good, thai me see—- then 
me believa** 

^ But,^' said Furgerson, « if you kill the 
bad man, you deprive him of the opportu^ 
nity of beooming good. We must wish 
the bad to live, that th^ may repent, and 
pray for them, that God would turn their 
hearts.^ 

*' Oh! now me see in here,^ pointing to 
bis head^ *^ now me never wish bad man 
die again ; but me no love him— no, no— 
Zsokg^ no love bad man." 

^' You are not to love the bad actions 
^ the man ; but you must love his inte* 
rest, and promote it with all your power ; 
but do not now forget you have your la^ 
dy*a wders to execute, and by-and»by we 
will speak further on this subject,^ 

On thii^ they parted—-Zanga still not 
clear how he coidd divide the man from 
the- action, and how it was possiUe to lave 
the one and hate the other. 

In the depth of despair sat Arminii^ en* 
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circled by her dsters and the marchioness, 
when Montreal entered. Liady Brackan- 
nan rose to give her seat to her son, on 
whose bosom had been resting the head of 
the half-lifeless Arminia. 

On seeing her husband, a faint, transient 
glow sufiused her countenance — " Bear 
with me," said the mourner, as he threw 
his arms around her ; " my grief shall not 
disturb your repose — it will be as silent as 
it is deep- — ^How is my fether?" 

He is well, my love, and greatly noble." 
Where did you leave the marquis, Ho- 
ratio ?" asked lady Brackannan. 

" Where I should have been, madam, 
had not my suffering love brought me here; 
my father is with the earl" 

'^ My noUe cousin then bears himself 
with manly fortitude," said the viscoun- 
tess. 

. " With most enviable firmness, piously 
resigned. Never did Strathbogie shin^ 
even in the plenitude of power, as under 
this great trial." 

Arminia raised her fin^ blue eyes, and 
bowed her head on her folded bands in 
tliankfulness. 
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^' I have brought to you and our loved 
Trances your father*s requests," added 
Montreal, addressing his statuelike wife. 

^' Ob, tell it to me, Horatio ! let me bear 
all he says — ^all he does," 

Presenting her the letter, she looked on 
the superscription, and added — ** Read it, 
my lord — ^I cannot'* 

As Horatio perused its contents. Miss 
ArdmcH*e rose on one knee, and crossing 
her arosus ov^r her breast, breathed quick 
and short;; her expressive eyes rivetted on 
the paper ; when finished^ she started on 
her feet, and, half-breathless, said — " Will 
you go, sister? wiU you go?" 

Her ladyship's grief, from the sweet spi. 
rit of the letter, was happily changed from 
stupor to convulsive sobs, which she had 
endeavoured to stifle in the bosom of her 
husband, that rendered her incapable of 
reply. 

Fanny again interrogated her with great 
eagerness — " Will you— rwill you go ? oh ! 
speak, Arminia !" 

Lady Montreal, believing terror at the 
OiQUght urged her repeated question, gent; 
ly replied—" What ! dear Fanny, does a 
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prison hold such a temflc ai^>ect to ydur 
young muid^ that a loved &JOiie^s presence 
cannot efface it?* 

** Ohj no, my sister T repfied the half- 
firantie girl; ** I only feared your deiicate 
feeling could not support the scene— if so^ 
I would have gone alone to soofii his soli** 
tuAer 

^ Dear^ ail^dionate giri, we vnSl both 
go, and you too, Oriana— -you will not 
withhold the sweet influence you have 
over my poor Famiy's heart and mine; 
when imperious necessity calls our dear 
Horace from us to this loved suffers, you^ 
who were my sometime adopted, now in 
verity my sister, will not refuse this boon, 
— ^The earl solicits your presence, madam,'' 
extending her hand to the marchioness ; 
^ you will teach us to endure the bitter 
draught preparing.^ 

*" Yes, my love; and that there may be 
no loss of time, I will give orders finr our 
d^arture to-morrow." 

^ I also must join you," said the vis* 
emintess ; ^ for whether in the house of 
aflSiation^ orelsewhere, your sorrows wiU 
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be mine, and that sorrow more poignant, 
if separated now.*' 

On this the lady mothers retired to give 
their necessary orders for the painftil jour* 
ney, that presented no gleam of hope to 
their anxious bosoms, save that one of 
once more enfolding in their arms a friend 
once tenderly loved — now greatly de- 
plored. 

The oppressed mind of Arminia was re- 
lieved by the presence of her husband^ 
and the sweet assurance he gave her of the 
dignified composure of the fallen earl ; all 
that she once fondly tlK>ugfat her father 
waSj she now saw him in reality. His past 
errors were to his child as a heavy cloud, 
which on the neighbouring mountains dis- 
tilling its dew, evaporates to be no more 
seen, while its influence is only felt to the 
improvement of the moral system. 

*' Alas !" thought Arminia, *^ how fine 
a lesson has my unhappy father bequeath- 
ed to mankind! though thousand3 and 
tens of thousands may fall and rise again 
to virtue, yet in the general mass of man- 
kind they are lost in their insignificancy ; 

VOL. V. F 
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Tiot SO a crested chief — ^be stands on record, 
as an ensign on a hill, from generation to 
generation, to warn succeeding travellers 
of the dangerous shoals and quicksands 
they may T>e wrecked on. 

The morning rose in majestic splendour, 
and the afflicted families early hailed it 
with a blessing. They lost but little 
time at the toilet, still less in the neceSi^ 
sary refreshments of the table ; eacTi anx- 
ious to commence thdr journey, *for ten- 
der affection. Christian solicitude, and S3rni- 
pathy, alike operated on all. 

The surrounding objects, as they rofled 
on their way, recalled to Oriana's mind her 
first emancipation from her native vale, 
with all the variety of her feelings at Aat 
time, contrasted with the present — •* Scaree- 
ly a twelvemonth,'* said her ladyship to 
the viscountess,/** since you, madam, tra- 
velled this road with our dear Arminia 
and myself— then an unknown, vde-bred 
maid; how wonderful has been the change, 
and momentous the events, during this 
short period! what joys, what anguish, 
have we «ot encountered! Mysterious 
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and inscrutable are the w^ys of Pfovi- 
dence^ that loudly call for holy admira* 
tion. Then were our light hearts bi^oyed 
up by .pleasing expectaticm, while creative 
&ncy often saw beauty in deformity, gaz- 
ing on 'real beauties with enthusiastic rap- 
tvtre. How often would your condescend*- 
ing^noind stoop to level its own greatness 
to our puerile idea, or rstidve to el&vate 
ours to your own. high standard ! alas ! bow 
different thcipresent aspect of things! thoise 
iq»irit9, that were wont to floM in air^ are 
now r^ressed by painfuLreflection on the 
pasty and hea^y (presage of the future fills 
the adiing kftesat, and the deep sigh Te- 
eohoii^ on the ear, seem to cast a tliick 
vieil oyer those beauties of nature and of. 
art*so ealculated to attract and charm." 

^^ JLet as remember, Oriana," said the 
doWQiger <lady, ^' that the hour of trial, 
though rugged, is the opening path to an 
hoiu: of bliss, produoh3g a tenfold joy, if 
received and borne with submission. Per- 
Motion exists not in this 'mutable state 
of things ; yet aU things operating in con« 
junction^ pEodttce tliat per£3ction ^ich 
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is the attainable end of the finest of all 
mechanism — man ; and the fault must rest 
in his own headstrong will, if he does not 
attain it. Let us, my dear child, then, 
under every dispensation of Providejnce, 
guard, against being too much elevated 
with good, l^st we forget to praise the 
hand that ordains it ; nor under affliction 
lose sight of his mercy, who will be sought 
and entreated of, with due deference to 
his unerring wisdom ; then he looses the 
band of affliction, pours the oil of joy 
and consolation on our wounded spirits; 
for he bruises not but to make whole — 
casts down: in sorrow but to lift up in tri- 
umph. Such providences have been ex- 
empli6ed in your own short life. Cherish 
such temporal dispensations, for they are 
designed to lead to spiritual enjoyments; 
and painful as are o]ur present views of ex- 
isting circumstances, a blessing will ulti- 
mately rise out of them, though impene- 
trable to our finite vision.*' 

Here the long train of carriages stopped 
at the marquis's town residence. An avant- 
courier had called Brackannan from the 
earl earlier in the evening than usual^ and 
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he was ready to receive his beloved family 
on their arrival 

Lady Montreal, supported by the pre- 
sence of her husband, and the^ devout spi- 
rit of her honoured and loved tutor, per- 
formed her long, anxious journey with 
more self-command than had been expect- 
ed, though, from the fatigue she had en- 
dured, the marq[uis for that evening for* 
bore to speak of Strathbogie's trial, as past, 
and assumed therefore an air of ease and 
satisfaction foreign to his real feeling, re- 
serving till the morning the painful truth 
he had to unfold, as necessary previous to- 
thdr visit to the Tower. 
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CHAPTER Vir. 



^ Hop«» bjipyaut hope, 'midst life*s alternatedream, 
Sofc o*er my bosom let thjr bjight iufluence beam/' 

Tr£< morning broke on the sleepless eyes 
of Arminia without imparting the least 
portion of its gay splendour. To her the 
beauties 6r deformities of Nature were 
alike ; the gloom of a prison haunted her 
sick thoughts, fbr her loved father was an 
inhabitant of one ; that father whom» but 
a short period since, she had been wont to 
contemplate with enthusiastic admiration, 
#nd for whom the most lively filial tender* 
ness had never ceased to exist, was now 
become an object of general execration. 
The brillitacy she once saw attached to 
him wa» no more; it was like a meteor 
gliding through the air, and anon it is not 
to b^ found. 

Breakfast over> the marquis introduced 
the subject of the trial, and the dread sen- 
tence. 
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Afiss Ardmore &inted. 

Liady Montreal arose with a frenzied 
wildness= in her look and air, and seized oa 
the arm of the marquis. ** I knew it — I 
knew ^ey would not let him live. Corne^ 
eome; take me to him-; so prompt are they^ 
in cruelty, they will not let me embrace 
him.'* Seeing her. sister senseless, she 
added< — ** Enviable girl, not to live to see 
a father murdered T 

Srackannau and Dr. Gregory leading 
her to a seat, strove to sooth her apprehen-» 
sion ¥nith the poasibility that yet there 
mi^t be mercy for him; and as for the 
final blow, it would be many weeks, ere it 
could take place. 

Fanny, who had been the care of Oriana 
and the dowairer lady, reviving, spransr ta 
her sbter, 3 tiiro^ng. herLTs roLd 
her, seemed as if her feelings would agaiit 
overpower her. 

The affectionate sorrow of this young 
creature softened the wildness of Arminia'a 
gidef; they kissed and wept in each other's 
bosom^. When somewhat composed, the 
marquis, Montreal, and Dr. Gregory, eon* 
ducted the sister to the awful pile that en- 
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closed a beloved parent, the rest of the 
party deferring their visit till after the 
earl's first interview with his children. 

Mr. Malthus, immediately on his arri- 
val the preceding evening, repaired- to the 
Tower, and found the prisoner all that a 
pious minister could wish him. to be— 
placid, humble, and resigned. The thought 
of seeing his loved girls in that awful state 
somewhat impressed him, but the feeling 
soon evaporated ; and as the warden an- 
nounced their approach in the morning, 
he was quite calm and collected. 

Miss Ardmore was greatly impressed by 
the heavy portals, the massy bars of iron, 
the general gloom that pen^aded the ave- 
nues they had to pass through, and often 
started at the redoubled sounds . which 
echoed from the naked walls, and through 
the vaulted roofs from the closing doors. 
Her nerves, in a high state of irritation, 
shrunk at the sounds that broke on the 
solemn stillness that reigned throughout, 
but they had no effect on lady Montreal. 
Had she been led through a splendid pa- 
lace, or the ranks of death, to her alike 
its grandeur or its gloom ; her mind, filled 
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by one sole object, a condemned father — he * 
whose tender love and anxious solicitude 
had been the means, through divine grace, 
of making her rise superior to her com- 
peers ; for her she felt he had been led into 
this great evil. Amidst all his errors, she 
knew how to appreciate the greatness of 
his character. This embittered reflection, 
for while she felt she owed him all a child 
could owe a father, she mourned those ex- 
alted qualities he ha4 laid aside for the de- 
lusions an unsatiated imagination had held ' 
out. 

The door of his apartment opened. He- 
rose with a smile of sweet placidity. Ex- 
tending his arm to his children, he folded: 
his £iinting Arminia in one, as the other 
was istretched out to Fanny, who clasped 
his knee. He spoke, but spoke in vain.' 
The sobs of the one rendered her as un- 
conscious of his words as suspended facul-- 
ties did the other. 

Dr. Gregory, raising Miss Ardmwe, as- 
sured her such conduct would overpower 
the earl, whose mind should be kept as 
tranquil as possible. She then hung on 
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her father?s shoulder, who alternately kiss* 
ed:her. and (his sdll-sensdess Arminia. It; 
was some time ere she revived ; then, in. 
a low but emphatio tone, she uttered-^. 
'♦Yes,' I see him once mone* 6reat Pow- 
ell I thank thee !" Clinging to him for 
nearly: two hours,' she never spoke, hut 
looking m his face^ with expressive an* 
guisb, again:, would, sink on. his breast; till» 
in. a convulsii^e agony; she shrieked out~- 
"And. must it be? Mill this loved form 
beeome a headless trunk ?'* 

Fanny sprang from the couch with hor- 
TCTrat the sounds and the earl; greatly £^i- 
tated, said — ^'IDh, take her £rom me ! she 
shidfies my, nature too powerfully.; tfais^ 
scene would soon unman me." 

Horatio, alarmed, huiried with her from 
her father's ^ght; nor was it till afher her 
retum^to Fall*Mall. that she r^ained en* 
tite possession of her reason. 

The marquis soon proposedr. returning^ 
with Miss Ardmore, who fondly hanging 
on her Other's arm, said — ^^ Oh no ! I. am 
not so delicatdy weak as my. d^ar. Aiu 
xninia ; permit, your Fanny- to stay with 
you, my lord ; I wiU watch your slumbers ; 
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I will talk when you are so disposed — ^when 
not, I will sit silent and look at you ; I 
will pray with you, and for you ; and i£ 
tears Will flow, I will seek some dark cor- 
ner to hide them from you« Let me but 
stay, dear father." 

The eaurl replied—" No, my aweet inno^ 
cent, dearer to my heart than yoa imagine, 
your simple, unaffected sweetness would 
equally distress me with the enfrenzied^ 
grief of my Arminia. Gk>, my kind love, 
comfoit your sister; she has more need of 
your exertions than I have. Hamilton,, 
take my girl away ; I feel it necessary tO' 
be left with my two reveren4 friends awhile; 
then, if you return with the marchioness 
and my loved Ordana, I shall he better fit- 
ted to receive them. Fanny, my love, 
you shall visit me daily. Reason with 
my afificted Arminia ; I trust the anguish 
c^bermind will sub^e intoiaoalm and 
rational regret; if so, I will idee her a^dn ;. 
hut if) not, it will be im possibly; she twines 
around my heart, and iill^ me with horror 
not to.be expressed." 

Fanny embraced her father, obeyrog 
with reluctance; andtiiiose tears which in 
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his presence she had suppressed, on the 
^oor closing him from her sight, flowed 
copiously. 

On the earl's resolution being told lady 
Montreal, that he would see her no more, 
unless she could control her feelingjs, she 
resolved to exert her utmost resolution 
to obtain that self-possession, that she 
might ^not be banished his presence. She . 
therefore purposely retired the major 
part of the day, in order to supplicate 
from above that strength which, from her 
own impotency, she felt was not to be ob-, 
tained. • 

The visitants -of the afternoon, viz. ladies 
Eglintoun, Brackannan, and Oriana, the 
marquis Eglintoun, and Askew, w^re re- 
ceived with every mark of afiectionate 
friendship ; and as. many humbling confes- 
^^ns of past wrongs were making by the. 
earl, the gentle forgiving nature of Oriana, 
who could not bear tx>hear them recapitula- 
ted, affectionately checked him with— 
'* Deair uncle, how you pain my father and 
mother! let us not remember aught that 
can add to our present affliction, i^* itself 
almost too weighty to endure." 
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** Sweet child, let ifie speak on; after 
this day, I will be more, general in my 
conversation, but my wounded spirit will 
be more at ease after this one confession 
of my most heinous transgressions; and 
from me, my dear girl, learn, and you,, 
young man, from my fatal fall, that to 
stop in the career of sin is almost imprac- 
ticable ; one thought, one action, hurries 
on to another, till the web is so woven as ; 
to be inextricable. It is the first dawn we 
must watch of an impure thought, of an 
irregular wish, ere it rises into action, or 
you are in danger of stranding, if' not to- 
tally wrecked, ere you have performed 
half the voyage of life. I know I have 
met a generous pardon from you all, yet 
that will not suffice ; shortly I shall be no 
more, and I would leave my contrition 
indelibly impressed on those who once be- 
held a frantic penitence, more the result of 
shame and disappoint^ pride, than holy 
sorrow ; not that it was entirely unmixed 
even then. Now% with gratitude I say it, 
I have but one hope, one end, one blessed . 
and eternal triumph in view," 

He then proceeded with the long train 
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of painftd facts, often calling on his An- 
nabella's shade to bedm a pardon on him. 
On' ending this distressing topic, he beg- 
ged they would unite in commending him 
to the Throne of Gtace ere they parted ; 
which being done, tiiey again left him 
with his two reveiaend: friends. 

On the following day, when: the family, 
assembled in his apartment, his lordship: 
looked round, as he dasped/hislittie black- 
eyed Fanny to his breast, and said^— 
•• Where is^ or ratheii, how is my -Aar* 
minia?*' 

" Your dear Arminia," replied the mar- 
chioness*, " by not risking an int»view 
to-day 9 hopes in future to -make her daily 
visit with us." 

^ She is rights and that day will stand: 
as blest in the heavenly record, in which, 
a mortal obtains a victory over sel£'' 

No weakness marked this? viisit. Ques- 
tions^ flowed' on. all: sides, while, hisr ob? 
servations andrepiies unquestionably prov- 
ed^ the redgned frame of his mind; hls: «i* 
tire rejection of self: under his.* best estate, 
of thought and practice, and sole ceLumce 
en infinite love. He cepeatedly gave an 
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finfeigned acquiescence to the justice of 
his sentence, highly applauded the firm-^ 
ness of 'the kingi sapng — ** Mercy to me 
would be flagrant mjustice to the other 
isoble lords^ who are like me condemned, 
birt wliose defection equals not mine. D 
imposed cm my sovereign's credulity; E 
betrayed his confidence ; I wrought on his> 
affection, but to accelerate the ruin of him- 
self and' illustrious house. 'Tis true, Ii 
did: not enter on the war with those prin* 
oiples; but being made sensible of my 
power, I was impelled by the dark fiends 
within to pursue the tinselled, bait Can» 
the deep plodding villain expect mercy? 
No 4 dl. I have to hope from my much- 
injured prince is, that, ccmvinced of the 
sincerity of my repentance, after my for- 
feit life is paidy it may draw from his royah 
breast that pardon which living I had no 
daim to; nor do I doubt it, compassion 
wiU supi^ant resentrdent, and tender re- 
gi%it will be felt, that such vices could; 
mark a chaisacter he had reason to believe 
Would have been one of the firmest pillars 
<rf his throne." 

After, this, day he had &e delight of 
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beholding lady Montreal among his visit- 
ants. A settled melancholy sat on her 
features : she spoke but little, but her self- 
command was uniform.' — Two months thus 
elapsed ere the fatal day was named. Two 
days previous to that appointed for the 
final termination of his existence, the ear! 
gave into the hand of the marquis a paper,. 
seated, and directed to be delivered to his 
majesty, as soon as his execution was over. 
— " Hamilton, this paper contains a frank 
acknowledgment of, and sincere contrition 
for my past defection ; do you give it into 
the hand of my insulted monarch ;" then 
ddded, looking up with a fixed and pious 
countenance — " May tbat Blessed Power,' 
who in rich mercy has frustrated all my 
dark designs, preserve him long to reign 
over, and in the hearts of his people !" 

Lady Montreal's and Miss Ardmore's 
eyes were eagerly rivetted on this paper — 
twin minds inhabiting separate mansions. 
Some tears fell from the earl's on the bo- 

• 

som of liis children, as he fondly folded 
tfaein to his bosom for the last time; but 
he forbore to say for ever. It was enough 
to feel the stioiggle in his own breast ; he 
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did not dare encounter it in the sensitive 
bosoms of his darling girls. 

During the whole of the morning his 
C5onversation wajs more than usually pathe*- 
tic, and holily impassioned, and a power- 
ful struggle agitated his frame, when he 
said — " Farewell" to Arminia and Fanny, 
on their departure; but soon regaining 
himself, he, with great firmness, took his 
final leave of the other ladies of the family, 
who left him to the society of the marquis, 
Dr, Gregory, Malthus, and Askew. 

The state of lady Montreal's and Miss 
Ardmore's minds surpass all description ; 
nor did the lovely Oriana suffer much less ;. 
their pitiable situation helped to rouse the 
marchioness, and called forth all the pow- 
ers of lady Eglintoun, who by turns pray. 
ed, reasoned, and wept a shower in sym- 
pathy. It was late that evening before 
the gentlemen returned, and nothing was 
said, but that they had left the earl v^ry 
calm and composed. 

On the following morning the sisters 
again prepared to encounter another so- 
lemn day. The heavy task now fell on 
Brackannan to announce to them their 



ITU STRATHBOGIIS; 

fyhet^B wtJQ; of not sigfon meeting^ theitr 
loved forms, Perceiving their eagerness 
to be gone, he took a hand of each, as he 
seated himself betweeni ttiem.— " Did you 
not think the earl more agitated tSian usual 
yesterday, when he parted from you, my 
dear giirls ?" 

" Oh yes, my lord, much more so," re* 
pliied Miss ArdmcMre, " and will increase 
in him and in us as the final hoar of 
eternal separation draws ne£ur.'' 

•* Not so, my dear Arminia," replied the 
marquis ; ** the grand strug^e is over, 
and he must not again encounter tliose ob- 
jects that excited it. He has taken his 
final leave of his loved children and female 
relatives." 

'* What cruel interdiction would yous 
]€»?dsfaip impose on uj»? Do you mean 
we are not to see our &ther while he is yet 
l^iven to us ?** 

** He dares not trust himsdlf with you 
again.** 

Miss Ardmore clasped her hands ; her 
fine eyes glared,, witiiout the power of 
vision; her pallid, parting lip issued a 
short thick breathings uttering — ** Oh 
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Inevfft; never more behoM^— -^ and fell 
back on her seat, while lady Montreal 
rose with increased energy^ and said— « 
** What, not see him ! not see my: father ! 
IFanny, we will; not even Horatio shall 
prevent lis ; I will follow him to the scaf« 
fold, and breathe the moan of bitter an^ 
guish on his martysed form. Death in 
his full regalia of awful solemnity shall 
not withhold me from his last blessr 
ing.** 

The marquis forcibly detaining her, said 
^^** Then, lady Montreal, you will be the 
cruellest, the bitterest enemy your fitther 
ever had. If; Arminia, his peace through 
his last few hours is dear to you, re* 
nounoe this rash determination; if you 
would not interrupt his hope of heaven^ 
do no<; l^ your loved presence, draw his 
resigned ,^pirit back to earthly joys. Yes^ 
terday was his last grand struggle ; could 
you have seen him, as we did, reason had 
not retained her empire ov^r your afflict* 
edmmds." 

** But, dear my lord, how can I com* 
ply ? Pve so much to say, so much, to 
hear, he can best teach me to resign him^ 
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Shall he die and not bless his children ?** 
wringing her hands as the crystal stream 
of sorrow bathed her pallid cheek. 

" You and our Fanny have a thousand 
blessings from him ; but if not, would you 
so dear an object should pay his forfeit life 
unfitted to appear before the dread tribu- 
nal of an awful judge ?" 

** Oh no, no, no,** replied tlie half-fran* 
tic Arminia. 

" Nature could not encounter such an* 
other interview with you and Fanny, and 
hold his obedience in humble hope and 
pious resolution. Obey him, and your 
greatest consolation will be to know your 
father died as a Christian should die. Pur- 
sue the dictate of self-will, and you risk 
that father's eternal happiness.'' 

Her anguished soul beaming in her fine 
blue eye, she feebly said — " Is this his 
will, or but your tender solicitude for him 
—for us?" 

** It is his command, my love, that we 
suffer not his paternal feelings to be put 
on the rack again.*' 

Arminia then sunk on her knees ; her 
trembling lips, with indistinct utterancCi 
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sud — ^* It is enough, thou tenderly-loved 
father — I obey. Strengthen, oh thou who 
art all commiseration ! strengthen me and 
him. Enable me to obey his last request, 
and bow my stubborn will to thine. If 
he must die, oh receive him into thy bo- 
som! Yet oh! in pitying mercy, grant 
me this ardent wish, which now gleams 
on my tortured sense ! thine omniscience 
knows it, and thy power can accomplish 
it! Oh, blessed Spirit! aid me in this 
last hope for comfort !" 

The marquis assisted her in rising. She 
turned and clasped her still gasping Fanny. 
— " Come, rouse, my loved girl. I am 
quite calm. Perhaps it will yet be given 
us to embrace a dear father's form with 
transport.'' 

Fanny shook her head. — •' Are you sure^ 
sister, I ha' lost a' hope. In five little 
months I have to mourn the loss of three 
parents. I kenn'd nae sorrow till I left 
Haffett's Green ; sinsine I ha' drank 
deeply." 

" And I the fatal cause, my sweet girl," 
wiping the tears which now began to flow 
down Miss Ardmore's face, who replied 
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***'' Kevi^heless I bless ilie moment that 
gi?ed »to my itdiing heart sic a sister." 

The marquis coiild not imagme from 
what sotinse^Amimia couldextract comfort; 
3^t that 6he did was* evident, and with 
that he (was content To have inquired 
ber 'ground of hope might be |>erhaps to 
rob her of the sweet ddusion which ^now 
befHended her. This enabled him to 
leave her with less anxiety than he other- 
wise should have done. 

No sooner were the sisters alone than 
Arminia produced the ^sealed padcet-^ 
**1 have obtained this by strattagem, know, 
ing the marquis would not let it wiUingfy 
from hi« keejung." 

"-A thought, sister, peered on wtsy 
mind, when I first saw it in my dear lord's 
hand,:and felt a secret wish at that .mo- 
ment to obtain it. I thought a female 
might ha* mudde .influence o'er the kii^s 
heflrt. 

'* I thought so too, and £>r that purpose 
have obtained it. Shall we, dear Famy, 
make one bold effevt for a father's life?'* 

^Oh-precious hope ! how, Ai3kU(ma-**--iiow 
it aoftetis^cabmity !" a faright^smile lights 
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ing the little ^elegBirt face of Miss Aidmore 
as she spoke. 

** Yes, dear Frances, ^precious, though 
the heart often sickens with ^pc^ension, 
even imder its beaming iitfluence ; but we 
mR be at the .palace by break of day, where 
we shall derive strengtli 'from each other 
through the anxious hours of delay." 

^' Sut What, sister, gif Montreal winna 
let you gang?" 

" He will not prevent us, for this, the 
last day and night of our dear father's 
threatened life, he proposes passing with 
him. We will remain together, and will 
unite our supplications for success. Our 
Oriana knows my secret, and will give her 
friendly aid to support us through the te- 
dious hours of night." 

The door opened; 'twas lady Oriana. 
" My dear sister, the marchioness approves 
of your proposed retirement, except at the 
hour of dinner; she deems it absolutely 
necessary you should both give that period 
to social intercourse. Shall I relieve my 
mother's anxiety and the good dowager's, 
by saying, you and dear Ardmore will 
join us?" 
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" Do SO, Oriana ; tell her I yield to her 
tender solicitude. 

This little deviation from their intended 
plan broke but a short hour on their more 
retired moments; neither of the three 
sought to lose their cares in sleep, but 
watched with anxiety the dawn of day, 
and though dreadful apprehensions fre- 
quently intruded, yet hope's upholding in- 
fluence gave to their delicate habits artifi- 
cial strength. 
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CiHAPTER VIII. 

^ Hold out, f»i(h and patience ; it is but "a little while, and 
your work will be at an end — but a few moments, and 
tliese sighs and groans will he couverted into everlasting 
halleUijahsi — but a few weary steps, and the journey of 
life will be finished — one eifort more, and I shoU have 
gained the top of the cverlpsiing hills— from yonder 
bright summit I shall presently look on a blessed eter- 

' iiily. Look up, my soul ; see how sweetly those reviving 
beams break forth — with what cheerful splendour' do they 
dawn on my sou] I how tliey dispel the gloom, and gild 
the shades of death !*' 

Such were the prisoner's thoughts, on 
rising from his last woridly slumbers ; ob- 
serving to his friends, who, from anguish 
of spirits, had scarcely forgotten themselves 
through the night, that the beauty of the 
morning was to him a happy pre^ge of 
futurity ; the sun, that rose with majestic 
splendour, he wiished not to see its beauties 
set ; it made him not in love with life, but 
with death — ^it was a friend that cheered^ 
VOL. V. a 
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nay, animated him to his end ; its glorious 
emanations were, to his resigned soul, a 
type of that bright effulgence, on which 
his spirit was about to enter, vhere every 
mortal passion would be absorbed in love, 
in gratitude, in praise, in adoration. 

If the contemplation of the gradouft 
means for the eyerla$ting eieYation of the 
soul can raise it thus, while in this state 
of imbecile mortality, what ecstatic trans^ 
ports must seize on the emancipating spirit; 
when it beholds the sun of righteousness, 
1^ it bursts the veil, to enter the holy of 
holies! — " Oh, my friends, bless ye the 
Lord, for my spirit rejoices in the God of 
my salvation ; through the short period of 
existence heie, and tio everiasting ages, my 
soul ^shall magnify redeeming love, and 
glory in that coveni»nt of graee» that firees 
my spirit from thi^ bondage of sin, and ac* 
c^pts of it, puriiSed in tbi^ overSowing- 
foun;t^u o£ the L^mb !" 

1^19 ^t^ding fri^ad received a pleaaisg^ 
thcHigb 9ielaBicholy joy, in behold^ bis 
spirit moi^ mi mow ekv^tect, as the hour 
of retribution drew nigh-f^i^deed mvisb 
moK^ 8o« when contnvsted with the pie* 
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ceding day; not that any wkh for life in- 
truded even tiien, bat through the appro^ 
priate prayers and meditation ; he was ob^ 
served at times to be greatly agitated^ and 
was heard to ejaculate many sentences of 
despondency; he did not dare name hi* 
chiidi^i — that fine link remained yet un* 
faroken ; but at the dose of the evening ht 
offered most fervent petitions in their be^ 
hal^ whidi, for a few seconds, greatly 6v»« 
came him ; but it was his last struggle, for 
raising his eyes, and crossing his hands 
over his breasi; he said — 

** Here I dismiss my carnal hope. 

My fond desires recall; 
I give my mortal interests up^ 

And make my God my alk" 

From that moment he became perfectly 
composed \ and on this new and last mom«* 
Ing of his existence, he arose, refreshed by 
sleep, and thus manifested the most^lively 
hope of bis future glory. He spoke of 
the many amiable qualities of those noble 
lords that wefre to suffer with him, regret- 
ting their k)5S to society and their ftiendsn 

Cr2 
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he gave a farewell letter to Stuart, and 
spoke of his country with a truly-patriotic 
spirit. ' 

On the warden of ^ the Tower, and the 
attendant officer^ heing announced, as 
waiting to usher liim into thp chamber of 
general resort, where a last fiirewell was to 
be taken of friends and life, he thanked 
the warden for the many favours he had 
received through his means, and, taking 
the arm of the marquis, immediately fol- 
lowed; the long entry through which 
they passed, the gallery staircase hung 
with black, the gloom of torches dim- 
ming the beams of day, which at best but 
faintly glimmered — the mourning guard, 
the muffled drum, and solemn knell that 
tolled on the ear — conspired to shake his 
firmness. 

Brackannan stopped — the earl threw his 
arms round him; the warden perceiving 
it, called to the officers to stand. A few 
seconds were so lost, when each of his 
friends received him in their arms in im- 
pressive silence. On reassuming his for- 
mer self, bowing to the warden, he said — 
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^ For this indulgence I am much your 
debtor — ^lead on." 

Th^y entered an apartment, furnished 
with sable, that led into the court where 
the scaffold was erected for himself and 
one lord more, while the other rebels were 
to expiate their crime in ah outer court,' 
surrounded by multitudes. 

Strathbogie embraced, and addressed a, 
few parting words to each, as they were 
led out to execution — he was all himself^ 
and when the martial tumult spoke their 
fate decided, he raised his eyes, saying-^ 
'* Happy spirits, you are a few momenta 
in Uessedness before me V" 

On being informed that the body of the 
noble sufferer was removed, and the way 
deared for him, he took an affectionate 
leave of Montreal and Eglintoun, theif 
ascended the steps, accompanied by thl^ 
marquis,. Dr. Gregory, and Malthus; after 
embracing them, he took off his neckcloth; 
and untying a miniature of lady Montreal; 
he kissed it, poured over it a pious ejacu*^ 
lation, named his departed wife, and put: 
ting it into the hand of Brackannan, said 
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— •* Give this, and my blessing* to my little 
Fanny — ^'tis her father's legacy; to you, 
marquis and Montreal, I leave the fortunes 
of that dear girL" 

With great composure he looked at the 
shell and coffin, which were richly adorned, 
and Uned with white satin ; he shook his 
head, then smil^— " Silk for worms, my 
friends ! the cost of this unnecessary splen- 
dour would have been a year's revenue to 
many Highland families." 

He then walked up to the scaffold, spc^e 
to the. executioner with complacent kind- 
nes^- — shook hands with him, and then re- 
quested he might have a short $pace al« 
lowed him to be in prayer with his chap- 
lain. 

His knees bad just pressed the cushion, 
when ,a herald spoke to the' sheriff, and 
:the sheriff to the executioner, in whispers. 

The earl| absorbed in pray^, heard nor 
SAW ought around him, though Malthus 
was attracted by the occurrence; and 
though still engaged with his lord, a secret 
$lgh breathed forth a wish for mercy, as he 
0mti|iued in holy supplication. 
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Dr« Gregory and the marquis rose, and 
asked the sheriff if that message did not 
pertain to their friend ? 

^' We cannot tell; the herald has an- 
nounced the approach of a king's messen* 
ger ; but as yet there are others to suffer 
in the outer court— we shall suspend all 
further proceedings till his arrivaL" 

It was well for the earl that he was dead 
to the suspense which, for a quarter of an^ 
bmxt, raeked hk friends. 



1^8 STfiATHBOOIC; 



CHAPTER IX. 

I 

" Toudi'd to the heart, in vain he strives to hide 
The soul's affection in the monarcli's pride ; 
O'er all the man conflicting passions rise, 
Rage grasps the swoid, while pit^ melts the eyes.*' 

By break of day the sisters sought the p;^ 
lace, attended by two faithful servants; 
the carriage set them down a few paces 
from the gate of St. James's, where, by 
large bribes, they sought to obtain admit- 
tance in vain. On seeing the guard com- 
ing, they retired a few paces in shade; 
the rays of light, that but faintly dawned, 
added to their sable attire, so favoured their 
movements, that they glided unseen to 
the staircase, while the relief of guard was 
taking place. 

Here they staid till the body of men 
were beyond hearing, and then plied this 
new guard with entreaties and a liberal 
purse. Finding this man as inflexible as 
the others, Arminia, in despairing accents. 
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said — " Oh, Montreal, were you wifli me, 
they dared not refuse T- 

" Why, what have you to do with Mont- 
real ? He is my colonel — God bless him ! 
and a finer soldier never gave the word of 
command-" 

" Ah, my gude fellow, it is Montreal's 
wife and sister that seek your friendly as- 
sistance, to bring us to the king^s chamber ; 
Montreal himself shall thank you.** 

The man looked at the purse, then at 
the pleaders — ** To the king's chamber, 
ladies ! that I cannot do ; but in half-an- 
iiour I wiU introduce you ta colonel Som- 
ners, who will be about that time stirring, 
in order to attend the king's rising." 

" I beseech yoH^" said lady Montreal, 
** wait not till then ; rouse him now i he 
will forgive the intrusion ; we come- to 
plead for life—the life of a loved father^ 

** Hang the rebels, say I ; they have de- 
stroyed thousands of lives — they deserve 
J10 mercy. But I .ask pardon,, ladies ; I 
.will knock at the colonel's apartment; X 
am a father, and if I were condemned to 
die, I should like to see the same spirit, of 

g3 
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love in my boys. Come this way, ladies ; 
the colonel is a good-natured man-^-he^Il 
not be angry at getting up before his time 
to do a kind action ; I don*t know how it 
is, he is plaguily sorry for this lord Strat — 
something; I am no Scotchman, and so 
cant s^ak the name ; though, thank God, 
I am a bit of a scollard, and can read a 
pretty many hard words in the Bible, and 
that makes me think a spldier^s life easy ; 
though, to be sure, we have had Hght and 
warm work too latelyj** 

Thus the eentinel went on, while as- 
cending the steps to the eoloners door — 
^ That is it; you must answer for your- 
selves — I must back to my guard." 

The door opened ; on asking for colonel 
Somners, a tall, elegant man, about middle 
age, in a dressing-gown, came forward, to 
know who could want him at sa unseason- 
able an hour, when perceiving two elegant, 
tfemales, whose air bespoke them erf* dis- 
tinction, their saUe attire, mournful ac- 
cents, and pallid faces, infinitely inteiest- 
iiig, imposed a doubt on* his wind of the 
vealily of the scene; scarcely risen from his 
bed, he began to fancy some nightly vision 



still held his reason captive ; but on lady 
Montreal's making the cause of her intru- 
sion known, surprise gave place to the ut- 
iiM>st compassion ; he assured them^ to an* 
itourtoe their names or business would be 
ineffectual'^'' A paidon is to be signed as 
soon as his majesty rises^ but not for the 
earl ; when his name meets his ear, he re- 
plies not but by a look. Ingratitude bites 
with a keen tooth, ladies; the king has 
'been strongly attached to the earl, nor has 
bis conduct destroyed tliat regard; it is 
ehanged into disappointment and grief, 
though he would fain persuade himself an^ 
us that his name is hateful to himJ*" 

•* Alas ! cdionel, could we but atee hStn,. 
"might we not be able to rekmdle thiat hh 
tent spark-^at least excite his comdiiisera*. 
fion?'' 

"A solfier,, lady Montreal, knows not 
how to withstand beauty, whose interest- 
ing loveliness is increased by existing eii^ 
'eumslaneesw I wiH most willingly nmke 
ene eSert, and the only one possible, to 
serve you ; but I am a banished man if the 
kiiig knows I have introduced your; and 
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it will go hard with the centinel, if you 
have not ingenuity to bring him off." 

" Ah, gude sir, you cheer my sick heart; 
fear not for yoursal or the honest carle ; na- 
ture hath na been scrimpit, in a time of 
need, to the Northern lassies," smiling 
through her tears as she spoke. 

The colonel then took a hand of each, 
and led them to the antichamber, through 
which his majesty always passed, on first 
leaving his room — " Here wait, and watch 
the opening of that door; I must leave 
you, though my best wishes wait your 
footsteps." 

The colonel withdrev/. The time, ia 
fact but short, appeared to their agitated 
spirits an age; creative fancy sounded the 
knell in their ears, and on their hearts, 
many times ere the door began to move oh 
its hinges; at length the king appeared, 
.and the mourners prostrated themselves at 
,his feet, intercepting his passage. 

He gazed with astonishment — -" Two 
lovely young creatures here so early, and 
alon^! to what can this tend ! Speak, lady 
. — who waits there ? — send Somners to me: 
Whence come you ?" 
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** Two wretched Northern ladies, good 
my liege, have dared infringe on your ma- 
jesty's too just and high decree, to plead 
ibr a loved father^s life ; for his sake we 
Iiave hroke through every barrier, and 
forced, or rather stolen, a passage here, ere 
day betrayed our movements." 

As her ladyship paused. Miss Ard- 
more's strong accentation arrested his at- 
tention, as she said — ^ Ah, gin we but find 
a way to your royal pity, our giiefs wi' be 
na* mair. Ah, sire, our peace, our lives, 
hang on your gracious pleasure !" 

Arminia spoke as Fanny ceased-" As 
our intrusion, sire, militates not against 
your royal person, nor your people's safety^ 
we pray you deem this offence a light one, 
nor crush the wretched daughters of Stratli- 
bogie." 

The king started — ** Perfidious traitor.! 
would you had been the daughters of any 
but of Hugh Strathbogie! he held my 
princely favour unbounded ; I loved him, 
and he has nobly requited my affection ! 
*Why is not Somners here ?" endeavouring 
to pass them. 

Armenia shrieked aloud ; they bpth 



caught hid morning robe, which he had 
wrapped round him. Fanny clung to his 
knee, while her sister presented the letter 
of her father-*-'* Oh, sire, read — ^in mercy 
read ; designed not for yaat perusal until 
his forfeit life had paid bis fool rebellion v 
then, and not till then, he w^hed it io 
meet your gracious eye; but agonisung 
despair bade me vM^te the trust, in the 
fond hope it might rouse sleeping mercy. 
Oh, my liege, have pity—be greatly noble 
in this gracious act ; he is a penit^ — he 
is, my liege-^-ob God, be is ray father r 

Her voice faltered, and with great dif- 
ficulty she maintained her hold. 

The king rejected the paper, but stooped 
to raise the half-fainting^ Anninfa,^ wheft 
he met the fascinating eyes e£ Miss Ard- 
more, that spoke volumes ; he extended a 
hand to Iier, as he strove to raise her sister* 

Fanny obeyed the i^lent comttianicl^ and 
pmnting to Arminia, kissed the hand ftat 
had raised her; but lady Montreal, resisC- 
ing his effort, said — ^ ^, no, sire^ never 
till you utter words of comfort to my be- 
nighted souU' 

His^ majesty^ in a^ mSSA^ but fim^ ime, 
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replied-^** Madam, I command you, rise ! 
but I will neither read or hear, nor longer 
be detained a prisoner to your suit.** 

Miss- Ardmore, who never could be 
laTred by dignity or high-sounding words, 
ivho yielded not but to parental authority, 
or the refined feelings of her native gentle- 
ness, still hung on the shoulder of the king, 
bathing, with her warm tears, the hand 
she kissed ; and as a child, with fascinating 
sweetness, wins on a fond parent, so did 
she soften down the assumed obduracy of 
the king, as he ga2ed on the mild radiance 
^ her innocent contour, and heard unwill- 
ingly the artless simplicity of her supplicat- 
ing voice ; while the deep moan of lady 
Montreal, whose trembling hands had lost 
their hold, struck his ear, as her senseless 
form now fell prostrate acroi^ his majesty^s 
feet ; he put his arm rtmnd Fanny, who 
shook exceedingly, as he made another 
eflbrt to raise Armtnia. 

The colonel, who had been an anxious 
Spectator from the first, though unseen by 
'the kmg, now came forward, on the se- 
cond demand for his appearance, 
* « Somcaers, I am glad you are here; 



« 
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raise this lovely woman^ and bear her ta 
the sofa." 

The colonel obeyed ; and the king» lead- 
ing Fanny, seated himself between them. 

Miss Ardmore, ever sanguine, was led 
to hope much by this action ; and address- 
ed her half-lifeless sister, with — ** Look,, 
look, Arminia ! our gracious sovereign re- 
laxes his stem brow, and parental tender^ 
ness beams from hb rayal eye." 

Lady Montreal raised her languid head^ 
that rested on the arm of Somners, and 
turning her despairing eye towards his 
majesty^ which was more eloquent than 
words, sunk hack again on the sofa. 

" Somners, I am so assailed by those 
grief-distracted women, they rob me of my 
true dignity." 

" Alas! no, sire; majesty loses nae his 
dignity when it solaces the anguished 
mind."^ 

" Colonel, how came they in the pa- 
lace?" 

^* I am as mucb astonished as your ma- 
jesty ; nor can I gain information on the 
subject." 

" I'll tell you^ my liege; for nane kens 



^ 
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but oursals. We watched for the relief of 
guard, ere it was brake o' day, and softly 
stealing by, secreted ourselves here un- 
seeii. I beseech you, sire, speak to my 
sister, for dowie is her heart." 

" Never was monarch's heart so assailed 
before by two such women !" 

Lady Montreal awoke, as from a deep 
reverie, on catching the last word of the 
king — " You speak, sire, is it in peace to 
my soul? Does your breath restore to 
me a father?" 

She paused, and looked entreatingiy at 
him. 

His majesty was silent, and about to 
rise — " Ah, no, no, your highness, you 
manna gang till you have spoken peace — - 
peace to your ain bosom as well as ours» 
for weel I ken your heart eanna be made 
o' stane." 

Arminia, with renewed strength, sunk 
on her knees — " Oh, mercy, mercy. Hear 
ven ! for on earth there is none ; man on 
man inflicts stern justice, nor feels for, nor 
admits of human frailty." 
" Justice, lady, is the attribute of kings." 
** True, my liege, and is an attribute of 
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Deity, but not his greatfest*— ttet brfghtef 
gem, mercy, beatn&its radiated ififlueiicd 
over the dark gloom her sentence casts 
around; the noblest boast of kings is, that 
he is a man, and delegate of Heaven, to 
whom he also prays for mercy, convinced 
of the account he has to render to a throne 
of justice ; and oh, my liege, shall he wha 
pleads for mercy deny it to his fellow? 
think, my sovereign, and let this gem of 
worth inestimable be the Inreastplate of 
your highness. I've read, that ' sweet 
mercy is nobility's true badge, and fits a 
monarch better than the diadem he wears.* 
Ah, sire^ will you yet refuse to read our 
fether's penitential letter? We ask this 
boon for ourselves; indeed our dear fa^ 
ther's heart already is in heaven.** 

The colonel added^^" If the datighters 
of this man may not move your highness, 
cannot the wife of Montreal have influence 
—has she no claims, reflected from Hora^ 
tio, on your majesty ?*' 

The king, forcibly raising her, said^ 
'* Are you Horatio*s wife— my gallant 
Mordanti and my brave Montreal's? I 
owe ills valour much : but there was a tim» 



I was alike indebted to Strathbogie ; I felt 
hi$ w(»ih, and lodged him in my bosom ; 
but that remembrance is embitteied by the 
jdeep sting he has inflicted." 

He tmmed from them, much agitated; 
fmd Fanny, fearing his departure, still 
banging on him, with a half-bent knee, 
said — " Sire, as honey extracts the sting, 
UQ doth repentance sweeten the ungracious 
action ; let the remembnmce, that he once 
merited your favour, obliterate his late de* 
fault,* and to our aching hearts rest(^e him.'* 

The king drew his hand across his fore- 
head, took the paper from Anninia, looked 
on the superscription, and said^ — ** Dear 
lady, and you, sweet pleader, I scarce know 
bow to answer you ; but you disarm me 
0f my 'resentment, and rob your country 
of its just revenge. I'll read this paper at 
my leisure ; not for his, but for your sakes, 
dear, fascinating pleaders^ I grant free par* 
don to lord Strathbogie." 

The sisters feU at his feet. 

" Go, Somners, dispatch a herald in- 
stantly, to stay the execution, while I go 
and -sign a pardon ; and be youi:»elf the coik 
voy of those ladies with it.** 



/• 
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Tlie office was congenial to the philan- 
thropic mind of the colonel, that made him 
prompt in the order ; affecting as had been 
the grief of the sisters, their almost-speecl>- 
less joy he found more insupportable. 

On the colonel*s return, the king arose, 
and pressed a hand of each, as he said — 
" A father's and a monarch's peace go with 
you !" Turning, as he quitted the apart- 
ment, be added — " Not to my clemency, 
but to the all-subduing excellency of his 
children, is the earl indebted for life."^ 

Colonel Somners having put into the 
hand of lady Montreal the invaluable grant 
of life and liberty to her father, hastened 
with them to the carriage. 

As they approached the a^vful pile, that 
contained the object of th^ir most anxious 
and affectionate solicitude, the solemn 
drum and passing knell damped each new- 
raised joy. Horror-struck, one exclaimed 
— " Alas ! we come too late !" The othe? 
— " 'Tis the king's doing ; he did but trifle 
with our anguish ; the cruel blow isstruck T 

" Not so, dear ladies ; remember there 
sure more lords than the earl who suffer tlia 
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law this morning; for them, I trust, these 
isolemn somids arrest the ear." 

They looked on their conductor, whose 
countenance had taken a pallid, ghastly- 
hue, as he looked on his watch. - Arminia 
held a deathly silence, her eyes closed, and 
her hands grasped close. 

Miss Ardmore's mental exertions in the 
palace, with every other contingency, had 
exhausted her strength; and as the car- 
riage drove into an inner court, she caught 
a glimpse of the scaffold — " Sister, 'tis 
finished !" she said, and fainted. 

Lady Montreal sprang from the carriage, 
darted, unheeding any, through the great 
room, and bounding up the steps of the 
scaffold, with the paper in her extended 
hand, screamed — " A pardon ! a pardon !'* 

Horatio could scarcely credit the evi- 
dence of sight, till Somners immediately 
followed, bearing in his arms the senseless 
Fanny ; the herald, who preceded Armi- 
nia, had but just time to apprise the she- 
riff that his majesty had sent to the Tower 
m the earl's behalf. 

The marquis, on the word pardon being 
pronounced, was aiding. the. prostrate earl 
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to rise, wfren his jdy-oppressed Arminui 
fell speechlesa on her Other's bosom. 

The eaa¥s thoughts had been so closely 
wrapped in futurity » that, looking wildly; 
as he clasped his child, he said — ^ What! 
is this eternity ! — are these the abodes of 
bliss!'' but on. seeing his surroanding 
friends. — ^ Ah^ no, no, 'tis earth still — still 
environed by all that can endanger the 
fioul's best interest." 

Montreal informed the earl, that to bis 
daughters' prayer, the king had given him 
back to life and them. 

** Generous monarch— dear children! 
and you, my Arminia, he made the he^ 
raid of his courtesy. Fain would I be 
grateful for such unmB-ited mercy.*' 

Brackannan led the earl, while Montreal 
and Malt^us bore the overpowered Armi- 
nia across the platform, where Fanny stiH 
remained senseless. 

AD congratulations were suspended tifl 
the interesting brunette « trecovered* her 
fleeting sense. On the first dawn of rea- 
son, seeing a sable hue surround her, she 
said — '^ Alas ! this solemn state — ^this deep 
gloom, is i)ot so sad m my iktobbing 



8TBATHBOOfB lit 

heart* Threew-three dear fnencb so quick* 
ly snatched awa*. Ah» Montreal^ tlm 
youog hem*t was i]l prepared to meet sueh 
piercing gri^. My loved ^ter,, too^^I 
shaU lose her." 

She closed her eyes again. 

" My Fanny, my swe^t child» yotir &• 
tber lives to make up to you in tendemeaa 
the twofold loss you already have sustained; 
he lives to bless and thank you fogt ead^ 
a^i^ious, tender thought'* 

Turning her head, she found she waa 
eitfolded in the arms of the earl ; clasping 
her handis, she said—" It is true then, the. 
king has na deceived us ; Heaven's best 
benisons rest on my sovereign's head r 

Arminia, hanging on the earl, said-— 
** Eternal be his blessings ! I am aU gra- 
titude to Heaven and my king; words, 
dear father, cannot convey such joy : and 

to you, good colonel ^But Montreal 

shaU thank you — I cannot.'* 

" Dear lady, no thanks are due to me ; 
the man who does not find himself amply 
repaid in the felicity of others, is unwor- 
thy to be made instrumental of good." 

Cong):atulations now became general^ 
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and Brackannan, anxious to communicate 
the happy tidings to his afflicted wife and 
daughter, proposed that Dr. Gregory should 
accompany him, as the harbinger of good, 
leaving Montreal and Malthus to arrange 
the return of the earl and ladies. 

As each toola leave of the stone walls 
and massy gates, joy lit the features of all, 
save the earl; the same serenity marked 
him now as before he ascended the scaf- 
fold ; and while he looked on his children 
with fondness, and spoke of his pardon as 
4 most gracious act, he testified no joy ; 
he found it a difficult task to bring back 
his resigned spirit to life and all its contin* 
gencies. 
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CHAPTER X 

<* Sweet are the uses of adversity ; like the toad, ugly and", 
veuomousy it wears a precious jewel in- its head.** 

Sleep had had but slight infiuenee over th^ 
females of this distressed family. Lady Ori. 
anai, on the departure of h^r friend and sis« 
ter, had thrown herself, half-dtessed, on the 
bed, not so much to court sleep, as to rest 
her exhausted spirits ; but fitiding they be- 
oame more agitated as the hour of finat 
doom drew near for her ill-fated und^, an* 
her mind with anxious hc^e frequently led 
her to the palace, she found herself more^ 
uneasy in bed than up. Before six she 
rose, and softly crept into the chamber 
of the marohioiiess, to comfort her spirit^ 
by watdiing her slumbers, or catch a gleam; 
of elevation from her piety ; but already . 
had'the marchioness risen, and, with^ the 
viscoimtess^ wi» iixq>loridg divine s<a:eiigtl|.' 

VOL. V. H 
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at this important crisis for the sufferer, and 
all attached to him. They met £dward 
at an early breakfast, which was but spar* 
ingly tasted ; each sat in silent musing. 
The dock struck — ^the eye of each was 
raised to the other, and a cold chill thrilled 
their veins* 

*' But one hour more, and the great and 
noble Hugh Ardmore wUl be numbered 
with his ancestors.** 

" But, alas!'* replied lady Eglintoun^ 
*' my poor cousin's memory will not de- 
scend, like theirs, untainted ; the worid's 
malice will write his errors in indelible cha- 
racters, while his many rare qualities will 
live only in the bosom of his family, em- 
bittering recollection." 

Silence again reigned, till lady Brack- 
annan asked Oriana if she had seen Fanny 
or Arminia, " for I suppose our dear girls 
will prefer remaining alone in the last aw- 
ful moments of their father's life ; but go, 
my la\^e, see how they are, and if they 
ne^d a friend to support them.** 

'' I had hoped, madam» ere this they 
would have been here .to speak for them- 
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solves; but my sister and cousin are not at 
home/* 

^ Not at home T replied the marchio* 
ness. 

The dowager looked alarmed, and As- 
kew sprang on his feet — ** Be not alarmed; 
they are safe, be they where they may ; 
they left home before the dawn of day with 
Glaucus and Zaaga.*' 

** Whither has their extravagant grief 
hurried them — ^not to the Tower, I hope?" 

« No, lady," replied Askew, •'for there 
they would obtain no admittance; there- 
fore would be returned.** 

** Dispel your anxiety, dear fnend; 
they went to the palace, resolved, If possi^ 
hie, to see the king*** 

^' Vain hope !" was reiterated from all— 
*' delusive dream !" 

" But if it wore off the heavy hours 
they had to pass, it wiQ be some advan* 
tage,** said the marchioness. 

Shortly their attention was arrested by 
a strange hubbub in the house, wh^i Zan« 
ga burst into the room. He had attended 
the marquis home ; but his impatient spi« 

H 2 
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rSt could not brook the glow pace- of the 
iiorkes. Girting his sash tight round him, 
he i^ang from the back^f the coach» and 
was at home long before the carriage was 
in sight. His imperfect, half-credited tale 
circulated rapidly through the household, 
and he came to the family himself breath- 
less—** Oh, Missy ! oh massa ! the earl is— 
oh he not — ^they no kill-^he eonle home T 

His half-tones made such a jargon c^ his 
intended intelligence, that it appeared the 
eflfecfrof intoxication, Oriana, shaking her 
head at him, bid him go and recover him- 
self. He did not know what he said. 

•< Missy, me know well.'' The carriage 
dfe^ up. *^ Ha ! ha ! now. Missy, you see 
Zanga's right ; you no- believe ; now you 
see, hei« is my lord Brackan<; now you'll 
hear ; Zaxiga pever tell lie." 

The marquis entered, his countenance 
replete with peace and joy. Dr. Gregory, 
at his lordship's request^ told the grateful 
news; 

Zanga saidto Olriana — *^ Ah, Missy, you 
no believe me tell true ; but- me forgive ; 
news too good to be believed ; me see your* 
tear no more — ^no more see my own massa 
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«ad; -^mt go pby^-^rndkeAll Mrvaats dame 
—me sing wid joy T 

But here the great man came indeed. 
Away flew Zanga, on seeing the earl's car- 
riage draw up. Oriana would have M- 
lowed, had not the marquis prevented heiv 
by saying — ^ My love, let ns receive this 
U^^sing with calm transport; the heart 
must feel, but let our gratitude be shewn 
to Him, from whence c^ch great and 
mighty Uessings flow, ere we pour its efFu^ 
hion OB llie creature; be»de, your unde'g 
«pirit is not dievated at the change ; I thmk 
it will be painful to him to see more than 
fiuch welcome as the raticmal mind should 
offer." 

The viscount handed the ladies, who^ 
bounding through the hall, were first in 
the arms of one, then of another. 

The earl Montreal and colotiel Somners 
fidlowed slowly after—" Let my overjoyed 
girls,", said the earl, " see pur friends firsts 
I own, while their transports g^tiiy me, 
they also depress my spirits." 

Mr. Malthus took the hint, and entered 
the room first, just in time to say—" Do 
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not hurry the spirits of the earl— he is 
here.'* 

On his entrance, ar general murmur of 
welcome, with a warm embrace from each, 
was aU that spoke their joy, save what 
beamed from every eye. 

The earl, shaking the hand of Somners, 
introduced him to the marchioness and lady 
Eglintoun*— '^To* thfsgentleman's generous 
interference, I am indebted- for lengthened 
life, else my adventurous girls had not seen 
the king; but this is not the first act of 
benevolence fix)m him : he was the spring 
of every received attention in my late resi^ 
dence — ^the warden apprised me of it as T 
took leave of Mm, for which, my good sir; 
though I must ever remain your debtor, it 
will be a subject you must allow me the 
pleasure of adverting to." 

Somners bowed — " The past, my lord, 
must be forgotten ; never let it intrude on 
the tranquillity of your future- day s.** 

•* Forgotten, sir ! I hope never to forget 
this eventful day, but improve the grace 
and mercy I have received to the last hour 
ef existence*!' 
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The oolond bowed in silaice, and felt 
tiie earl was right 

Dr. Gtegory and MalUius saw with 
^^hat difficulty some of the family restrain^ 
cd their feeling, and heard the boisterous 
tide of joy that ran throughout the house- 
hold ; they therefore proposed assembling 
the whde family, to offer up thanksgiving 
for this unlooked-for blessing; they thought 
it not only a duty incumbent, but the 
surest method of reducing the animal spi- 
rits, which had been so elevated, into a pro- 
per tfain of ideas; they both saw it dis- 
turbed the earFs late happy serenity, which 
they still wished to preserve^ Thi» propo- 
sition met with approbation from the heads 
of the &mily ; and when the oeremcmy was 
ended, the marquis gave pennissicm for all 
decent mirth to be observed. The earl re- 
quested he might pass this ever^memorable 
day in retirement, promising to join their 
circle for an hour befcnre he retired to rest. 

An inquiry was now made, of what steps 
had been taken to obtain the ear of his 
majesty ? The sisters began, by charging 
Somners as the means of success, which 
gave rise to a spirited altercation between 
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ihe icobijel imel ius ;fidr mi(^(i^mBl$ i i>uf 

finding odds against him» :be:r«lUeCl |i}l tun 
forces, and returned » fuU ohio'ge upon 
4diem— '* It . was Mm ^daiore*g ^artl^^c^ 
({»3ittle, iiei^tened by ilx^ Imllifi^t, yet 
^simpIe, unaffected lov:eU»f ^ ik^ surpassej^ 
.^scaiption. and lady Mentor's expressive 
;jeye, more eloquent ti]«ii .speed), her soul- 
.piercing distress^ her digiufied^ »ilent m- 
;guish5 that rendered layeliness mooe loyely> 
4inited, .won on our sovereign's hemrt* 
What mai;i could stand such irresifijbikle ai^ 
«ailants ? but you were confident of your 
i)wn fardSAe attractions, or no females had 
made so daring an attadc on majesty, witiir 
an his palace, environed with gumds. As 
I fee) I am, of the three, .the most .cc^fect^ 
^d, I wiU rdiate what } witnessed, from th^ 
tim^ the guard told me two ladies dj^simd 
to see me. fieally I forget how tkej 
coaxed and wheedlai me into compliai 
some kind of a promise, I bcdieve; 
Aidmoie bribed me with a promi^ kiss 
from her ruby lip, and what courtier cm 
$taiTd a bribe fironi the mouth of a pretty 
girl?" 
^ Ctti fie, fie, colonel! you a man of ho« 
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xiour, and adduce sueh a fidsebood ! Anni« 
xua» witness for me." 

" Truly, Fanny, I was too much en- 
grossed by my own cares to attend to your 
en^igement with the c(doneL I am sure 
I onoe thought you were goii^ to salute 
his majesty," replied lady M<«itre)alv 

*' And I am sure, sister, he was disposed 
to give me half-a-dozen kisses, had not his 
kingly pride stepped in and whispered, my 
feminine pride would have resented the 
Mberty ; though I really am not 3ure iT I 
should not have taken it very passively, if 
notthankedhim for such condescension ; but 
for you, colonel, it is unpardonable to take 
such mean advantage of me; and you po- 
aitively shall not go on with the narration;"* 

*^ It appears probable we ^all not learn 
the trutli from either, unless your littla 
pouting lips are stc^ped.^ 

" Aye, Frances,^' added the marquis;, 
'* debts of honour weigh heavy; so dis- 
diarge this vritli a good graoe-^your mind 
wiH then be at ease/' observing her toirowu 
as Askew spoke. 

The colonel rose* 
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•• Come, Arminiia,'* said' Fanny, *' do not 
let us stay to hear such absurd ditties as 
tile colonel is diisposed to narrate.'* 

Lady Montreal; smiling, followed her^ 
and Somners proceeded with plkin matter 
of &ct, and was taking his leave, when 
Montreal essayed to detain him their pri-- 
soner for the day ; but as it was the colo- 
nel's month in waiting, he was obliged tor 
tecuse himself, promising to visit them a^- 
soon as possible. He quitted his new 
friends with reluctance, solaeihg himself 
with the idea.(^the satisfaction^ he should 
have in describing tfte scene Ke had just 
witnessed to the kmg. 

His majesty, much impressed by the late 
encounter, felt» when alone, disposed to read: 
the £aperv h^ was greatiy afiected by its 
contents^ and felt a secret joy at having 
been so constrained to grant a pardon^ 
The piety and resignation of the earl flew 
from tongue 'to tongue, gathering as talea 
are wont to* do: As menls minds are more 
er less affected by existing circumstances, 
this, in its most vivid dress, had met the 
royajt eav ere the return of'Somners^. who, 
•onfimu]^ by c^cumstantial evid^ence Ae- 
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magnanimity of this gready-fidlen man, 
excited the strongest pleasurable feeling 
possible, with returning esteem, in the 
king's breast. 

Some time after this, he eommissioned 
Somners to say he wished to see the earl 
at his levee; l)ut the earl replied--^ 
** Much as he was honoured by his high* 
laess's command, and great as would be his 
pleasure in making his gratitude to him 
for his demency, yet to attend a levee 
would be inimieal to hi» present wishes, 
and resolutions for the future. It waa 
true, he was given back to life, but not to 
the world, with its fair train ef delusive 
snares. When a man finds himself better 
able to endure adversity thanrpvosperity, it 
is for such as him. ta v . 

'Quit a> scene- where- strong temptations tij. 
And' since 'tis hard to combat, learu to flj." 

Cbnfidence in himself having fki^ he 
never wished to be under the wodd's* un- 
due influence again. He anxiously wished 
to see his majesty ; but if his grace would' 
permit that interview apart from that gay^ 
circle, whose very courtesy would wotm^ 



it wauMi Idghtep thit grs^titu^e h^ had 
e^dt^A. Tq. God and to bis f^mUy, he 
pjC4)QS^4 iJ^YQting Wxom day$ he h^d to 
enjoy from his unmerited pardon, ajpd m 
ttis s^wstratioB from the vsuities of Ufe^ 
lji« constat pmyfar wd soUaitwd^ would 
he for ev£97 ^kssii^ oq him wd Im roy^ 
hau$0. 

Hi9 m^e*ty, not displeased with the re- 
ply, admitted him to imny audienjjes, ac- 
Qpxppaistied only by diffluent brwches of 
^ faroily and Soinneis, who appeared al- 
mmt iacorpomted into it 

Some weeks had thuii passed, or mther 
glided away, faiappinea3 once more holding; 
hser reign in every breast,, when the eart. 
^icitous to return ta Im paternal seat,, 
fixed the day for his departure. Q^ making' 
his intentions known, the family also pro- 
posing tp accompany him,, he observed ta 
the marquis,, that he thought himself and 
Clementina^ who had been so long lost to 
the world and their connexions, should 
stay to pay, and to receive, what was due 
both to and from tibem^ nor should the 
three girls be derived the pleasure that 
t^ eL^ant circles o£^e^, in which they 



are formed to shine. Arminia md Oiu 
^na \md but just tinted of them ; and to 
I^U little Fa»ny all was entirely new, and 
^well suited the muv^ti of her disposition ; 
and while upd^ the auspices of ladies 
S^raekannan as^ Eglintou^, he had no fear 
pf those soeoes unfitting her for the more 
jcational enjoyment and pursuits of rural 
delights, and domestic virtues, " without; 
which,*' » turning to his little ^lack-eyed 
maid, ** a woman, Fanny, is less valuahle 
^an a beautiful picture, each attracting 
aio^miration, but neither ob^ns esteem." 

At the Priory there were many im^ 
provements beguu he wished to see finish^ 
ed; aiyi some new ones he designed to 
complete, ere Montreal and his Arminiak 
iiaited it. Then requesting that, at the< 
^$e of the season fw the gay circles <£ 
^ metropolis, that ndt only his children,, 
but the whole party, would honour the 
jftiory ifrith their presence^ bowing tq^ 
Somners and Askew — " You look serious^ 
Arminia,'* said the earl to lady Montreal, 
when he announced his departure for the 
]jt^t dpy. *^ Thfl* you. naay i\m\ lest olf 
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my absence, and more of what engages my 
attention, lam about to put a little scheme 
into execution, which I hope will- meet 
your approbation when- you see it.!* 

" Of what nature, my Ibrd?'* 

" That must remain a secret, till your 
arrival at the Priory ; it is but spoken of, 
that your ideas may rest on^ something re* 
fetive to your iSther." 

" My dear lord, that was needless; I 
know not the day, the hour in which you 
wereeverentirdy absentfrcnn my thoughts ; 
my loved father was incorporated in every 
other idfea;" 

^' But though Arminift has no curiosity, 
1 have, my k)rd. Will' you not tell your 
Kttle gipsy ?* 

" No, Frances; I «m content to have 
given you some employment ; the mind is 
zestless without occupation, . and I woul^ 
have it accustomed to seek for it from with- 
in, as well as> from without. It^s a wide 
unweeded garden we are bom to-ramble 
through, from which the mind gathers- 
many flowers, noxious^ as- well as whole^ 
some ; may yours> my sweet child^. rovinip 
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t:Iirough the highly-cultivated paths, aiK 
Tbut the precious blossoms of white-robed^ 
purity !**' 

*• If, brother, you really determine to 
leave us to-morrow, Montreal and myself 
liave a subject of some importance to con- 
sult you on ; we will, if convenient, follow 
you to your study." 

" Do soj'* replied t*e eari,. and* left the - 
roonr. 

Miss Ardmore blushed a deep crimson^ 
nor was Edward perfectly composed. To^ 
conceal his emotions, he tdok a book that 
Biy close to him; Lady Montreal cast a 
look on the page on^ whidi Ks eye wa9 
rivetted; as she paced the room, with a lit- 
tle favourite onr her finger; which she had' 
just taken under, her tutelage — ** You are 
a charming little pupil^ said ber ladyship, 
as she stroked his downy plumage; •* you^ 
certainly are a bird of fine taste and strong* 
powers ; and since you improve so well in^ 
one science^ i will procure masters for the 
ethers ;• and kx>k, my little bully, here is a^ 
most admiraUe one at hand; Edward, I see^ 
is a proficient in mathematics — we will be- 
gin witlk that ; for see^ bully, he studies it 
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evea vice versa, in a d^ad language. Fi&y^ 
Askew, bow do you fimn a parallelopiped?"^ 
putting her hand on his shoulder. 

*^ A what, madam ?" stairtiDg frc»n ki& 
feverie. 

'* A paraUelopipedL I see you have a 
Greek praxis in your hand on the mathe* 
Boatics." 

Edwaid looked on the page^ and saw 
for the first time the subject of his medita^ 
tion. Smiling^ somewhat omfused, he was 
stammering out an answer to her ladyship's^ 
leoguery, when a message came from losd^ 
Sglintoun, desiring he would meet him in 
the earl's study; and though goii^ to ai 
more severe encounter^ yet so , 31 suited 
was his mind at this juncture for raiUeryj, 
that he thcHight it a happy escape.. 

** You are in a malicious humour; Ar*^ 
uunia^ to draw poor Askew from the sweet 
rhapeody of thought he was involved, in., 
I trust the little brunette will not thank 
your officiousness^ in awaking her lover; 
from th^t delightful fascinatioa she hdc^ 
him in," said the marchioness.. 

The playful humour ran from one ta 
i^nother, till Fanny roiie, and, with: her ao» 



n#Viief^,fqriied*-^ You are^like 
*n)alioio\is ; I viQ seek the lady Oriana, nor 
longer stay with sio duigerous compapr 

All minds haTing bees pretty well made 
lap on the ^uliyect which had drawn the 
gentlemen from the party, they socm sep^ 
zated ; and the earl entering just as Misa 
Ardmoee had pronounced her last words, 
4Baid — ** Not just yet^ Frances. I have cb^ 
served you to be a girl of excellent discenw 
jsnent^ and of a very vivid imaginati(xi— ^ 
I am also informed of a very tractaUe and 
docile di^osition — ^is that true, Fanny ?" 

" I ken na' rightly what your lordship 
means." 

^^ A flattiering, handsome yoo^g feljbw 
has found you mcnre s^t» I bdieve^-is nol 
that true?" 

^ Ah, gude my lord ! he not sey^>e^-«i|: 
was an involuntary fault; and doubly bovmd 
by duty and gratitude, I wi' endeavour U> 
obey ytm^ stammered out the confused 
giri.'* 

'' Ah, why that is well said, my little 
gipsy ; but when a girl takes it into her 
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romantic head to bestow her heart on a 
red ooat» it is the only point at which her 
obedience does^ stumble.'* 

Miss Ardmore was too confused to per- 
ceive her father's raillery, and replied, with 
some hesitation-^*^ In ilka tilling I wiH 
endeavotir to be worthy your a£Pection^ 
gif in y^ur strict judgment you deem-—* 
Here her voice qtiite fell, and a cough, a 
bludr, and a sigh, filled up the sentence td 
the full comprehension of all prelsent. 

** Well, ray good gir>, I bdieve you are 
very sincere in your promise, and so am I, 
when I say, in a matter of such weight, I 
shall consult your happiness. I trust yea 
will not falsify the hopes of that obedience 
you have raised.'' She bowed, not ven- 
turing to trust her voice. ** I am going 
to the North, and my last injunction is, 
that you take nor think of any husband 
but the one I shall give you to, who wiH 
be with me at the Priory.'* A deadly, 
pallid hue' overspread her pretty face; 
** You promise, my love, to make this one 
grand effort to oblige me—-" He paused-— 
With another bow alone she could reply— 
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^ for Edward Askew is a young fellow I 
"value much, and is my ckoice as well as- 
yoursr Fanny .'* 

She dasped her hands — ''^ And do youi 
uideed approve the laddie weel 7^ 

** Yes, Frances ; I believe hkn to be » 
man of honour — I am sure he is a man of 
valour; and fk)m iStie steong attachment 
fj{ these hi9 fiiendS) I am convinced he 
possesses more merit, than the state of my 
mind, since his return; from his travels^ 
eould allow me opportunity to discover.. 
I scruple not to entrust te^ such a man the 
guardianship of my child.'* 

It Was agreedy on the return; of the mar«^ 
quis, &c. that on the day lady Oriana ex^ 
changed the name of Montreal for Eglin*^ 
touDy Miss Acdmore should become Mrsi 
Askew. The earl Tefl documents of the 
marriage^settlement, and requested the 
marquis would not retumr to the North 
without them ; putting a draft into the 
hand of Miss Ardmore, telling her she 
would find use for that in this great mart 
of folly, as there were a thousand things 
to. catch a giddy girl's fiincy. This point 
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thili weU «(^}6ted« the earl md hU hw 
Ifiencto were on thdr joumty by teeak of 
day. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

^^ A mac may have a thounDd a< qtmiujtance, and cot % 
friend among them all. If you have one, think your* 
self happy; for without a friend the w rid is but a wil- 
derness. Prosperity will gain them, but estimate their 
-value on adversity ; th»% tries them/' 

CoLONBt Soinner8 knowing that the earl 
was to leave town on the following morn- 
ing, came to take an early breakfast with 
him. * The family had not yet assembled, ' 
and when they did. so, to theirs and Som- 
ners* mortification, they learned that' 
Strathbogie, to avoid taking leave, had set 
off some hours. 

As the colonel is now become almost 
one of this numerous family, it may not 
be here ill-placed to introduce the reader ' 
to a more intimate acquaintance with this- 
galUnt soldier, mope particularly as he ha«* 
been mentitoed; though but slightly, in a 
former part' of this* work. Somners hiid* 
attained the middle of life^ of a fine form, 



tnanly, expressive features, inclining to 
handsome. In his manners were pleas« 
Ingly blended the honest warmth of an 
old, English gentleman, and the graceful 
2>olish of a courtier. His character, open* 
generous, itnd sincere i beloved in the ar* 
my, and so esteemed in private, that Som< 
ners, and a worthy fellow, were «ynony- 
mous. Snch a man was likely to hold 
strong influence over those northern iami* 
lies, mdependent of his late instrument 
tality to their present peace and comfort ; 
few ^dayfi therefi^re elapsed, without Som- 
ners forming one in their pleasurable par. 
iiesy or at the sodal board. 

Liady Oriana'« eorrespondence had met 
XI temporary cheek during the late state of 
her family, particularly that with Mrs. 
Sandford. She now, with har wonted ai^ 
fection, addressed her pen to that worthy 
unfortunate, in which^ commissioned by 
the marchioness, ^ gave her and her lit- 
tle Jessy a pressing invitation to Brackaiw 
nan Castle, previous to their proceeding on 
to Ardmore Priory, where she was sure 
she would also meet the most ^^earing 
Welcome. She longed to evince her gra« 
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^tude to the mother in her irtlention to 

lier child. It was a delightful idea to 

draw the pretty little Jessy from that ob« 

scurity in which «he bloomed unobserved, 

and where she would* without the interfe^ 

rence of friendship, wither and die, likewise 

unknowing and unknown. A secret wish 

also floated in Oriana's mind, that Mnu 

Sandford, onoe more drawn out into social 

and active life, would not .^gain suffer her 

powers to rust in unavaUing sorrow. 

Mrs^ Sandford, while she read her friend's 
strong argumentative incitements to her 
proposal, ^rupled mt to admit their pro- 
priety ; but time had not worn from her 
memory the past, nor was she aware, that 
while she indulged h^r loye of feeding on 
her misfortunes, that it fiever would. She 
knew not, therefore, how to bring her 
mind to th^ retracing of those roads, and 
encounter sudi scenes as had been the de« 
light of her youth, the which her beloved 
Henry had enjoyed with her. 

Under the force of habituated sorrow, 
her mind had lost much of its native vi- 
gour, and nothing but the imperious duty 
of a mother could have roused her from 



(bo9Q monotonotis habits t^a had iHXem 
into, At length inclination yielded to hei« 
fejwe of right She constrained herself to 
Dame the day when she would aguin em- 
brace her young friend, on the borders of 
the Spey, 

The journey of the earl had nothing 
worthy of remark. Furgerson and Do- 
»ald proposed, as a tribute of love and re- 
tspect to thw chiefj the marquis, to lead 
the clans of Brackannan and Montrei^ 
westward to meet the earl, and escort him 
to his destined residence. On former oc^ 
casions the earl had been, as now, joyously 
received, and escorted by those clans ; but 
never had his heart partaken i^ch unaU 
loyed pleasure as it did at the present mo« 
ment. 

A something elevated him above the cx>m« 
mon standard of human delight. The idea 
of grandeur and popular applause, that hi« 
therto,had filled his mind, he was now a 
stranger to. Satisfied of the source fix>m 
whence sprung his present felicity, his pi- 
ous thoughts turned to their great Author 
in thankfulness^ while his new soul receiv- 
ed str<»iger faith, and firm resolutions to 
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^re in the line of conduct his con- 
spirit had marked out 
y conveyed him to Ardmore Prior\% 
, having inspected the improvements^ 
learly finished, for the long-hoped-fcnr 
lis of lady Arminia with Charles 
t, he approved of all that had becii 
The splendour was to remain, only 
ipprofHiate ornaments . were to be 
;ed for those of the ancient house of 
treal. His new plans were now put 
the hands of the surveyor and artists 
wece to conduct the improvements 
additions in the park and pleasure- 
mds; and, leaving f$ome hundred men 
ally employment, he returned to Brack* 
an Casde the day before the family's ar- 
il 

kVjdking with Furgerson to view the 
provements already made at the castle, 
i stopping at the gateway of the west- 
i tower, which was finishing in the 
^hest state of Gothic grandeur, answei:- 
le to the ancient pile it belonged to, lie 
id— '^ Dp you know, old man, what it 
as jthat so alarmed the vassals, in or from 

OL. V. I 
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that decayed porch, when first your chief 
broke from his seclusion ?" 

Furgerson hesitated, at which Strathbo- 
gie smiling, added — " Nay, but yiou know, 
by that evident effort to concedl it. Speak 
freely, for I have long since conceived it 
to have been a trick, though the weak 
state of my restless mind at that time 
bowed my reason to the vulgar «Tor <tf a 
something supernatural.** 

** My lord, knowing the powerful in- 
fluence of superstition, and how easily the 
mind imbibing it can be wrought on, I 
took advantage d[ what my kinsman, in 
his fii*st alarm, had propagated ; for, as he 
had been wont for many years, he came 
with a fresh -supply of provisions for the 
recluse, and not finding him within the 
porch, nor at any of liis accustomed haunts, 
he proceeded into tjie interior, whea lady 
Montreal, who had taken refiige in tiie 
chapel's vault from the dread perseeutiM 
of her loyer, fled afirighted fixmi file foot 
of the lady Annabella's monument. Her 
pallid face, her white raunent, the plao^ 
the hour, being but just l»reak of day, con- 
spired to impress the mind of John <^tfae 
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f bield ynHkt awful fancies, and, 

ng the place in haste, asserted it to 

been the lady Annabella's restless 

This mysterious assertion, with his 

hted looks, caught the attention of 

passing hinds, who, surrounding him, 

owed the marvellous tale, and brought 

to the castle. I, knowing of her la* 

ip's retreat, favoured the story, which» 

a humid stone, gathered as it rolled 

I tongue to tongue ; then, drawing my 

man aside, explained the cause, and 

^ him aid me in a scheme to increase the 

s he so unconsciously had excited. By 

Bs, therefore, fixed to the armorial bear- 

s of the late marquis, phosphorus, 

filed bellf^ and other implements at 

id, we produced the sounds and awful 

pearanoe, that verified his first assertion ; 

i, though those things are weak in their 

ect, yet, trusting to the power pf weaker 

^inadons, we succeeded in our attempt 

well as to strike terror into even your 

rdship's friend ai^d suite. A quick suc- 

ission pf evepts abtorhed the past, pre- 

uding any inquiry.** 

Tlie earl repU^-^*' A merciful hand 

i2 
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was stretched over to save and restrain 
me then, as in many instances of my un- 
worthy existence. 'Tis now only that I am 
sensible of life's true enjoyment ; for, fit)m 
the first few months of my marriage, and 
I was then but young, a guilty restless- 
ness filled up the measure of my days." 

" Alas ! my lord, it is a painful reflec- 
tion, that, since the days of Adam, his pos- 
terity should be little better than the foot- 
ball of every passion. Even virtue is 
sometimes so stretched beyond itself, pro- 
ducing deep error, if not to stamp it vice ; 
this is the sad result of that mental blind- 
ness disobedience has entailed on human 
nature." 

" Were you always a moralist, Furger- 
son? did you imbibe these tenets fix>m 
your cradle, on your native hills ?^ 

" No, sir ; in my boyish years I was 
idle, wild, and inclined to every youthful 
folly, but an honest bluntness induced me 
to lay open every thought when I could 
obtain a listening ear ; then frequently the 
young lord Hamilton, much my junior, 
would mildly check those follies, making 
me blush at his youthful wisdom and dis- 
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I. He &ncied he discerned a few 
; beams that lurked in an obseuref 
• of my character; and while I attend- 

his person, he became my monitor 
ator, I loved him, and was emulous 
3serve his good opinion. That was 
irst step to my amendment. Grief 
he early sorrow of such a master,'* 

they both blushed» " modulated the 

extravagancies of my nature. Cap- 
y taught me patience, and seclusion 
10 cave of Plinlimmon gave me a taste 
neditation ; and the world, my lord, is 
lio volume ; it has taught me that mo- 
3vil, though to be shunned, yet tends 
noral good.'* 

The trampling of horses, and the rat- 
ig of wheels, announced the approach 
the major-domo with his united bands, 
le earl made quickly to the interior of 
3 building, and received his children and 
ends ere they had reached the vesti- 
ile. Their journey having been easy, they 
ere in excellent spirits. The sister graces 
ught their old haunts, where every ob- 
ct seemed to hail a welcome to them. 

Though late in the season, even the 
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wfld briar, rose, and fragrant honeysuckle, 
spoke a language to their hearts far more 
interesting than all the rich displays of ar- 
tificial elegance. Light as the bounding 
roe or winged gossamer, they seemed to 
float in air,' kissing the mossy ground that 
scarcely retained the pressure of their feet. 

The following evening brought Mrs. 
Sandford and her little Jessy, giving a 
new turn to domestic scenes, and height- 
ening its pleasures. The novelty, gran- 
deur, and variety of personages, so opposed 
to the deep obscurity this young trans- 
plant had been nurtured in, pt>ved a daily 
source of astonishment to her ypung mind, 
and the simple innocence of ha* avowed 
rapture at the succession of delights as they 
presented themselves^ difiused an agreeabte 
(tatisfaetion on her hedrers; while Mrs. 
Sandford's mild, retired graces, beaming in 
it still lovely face, idiat had received dig- 
nity fi-om the early impress of grief, em- 
bellished by a weU-stored mind, rendered 
her at once an object of admiration and 
esteem. 

In taking an evening walk across the 
park, by the side of a low copse, a brace of 
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^nds crossed tlieir path, followed by 
T^ led by one of the vassals. 
.That spcnrty Donald ?*" asked lord £g- 
n ; ^ have you been chasing the na* 
3f the v^rood?" 

Id,'* replied the veteran, patting the 
of the animal, *^ the peir slut has na' 
weel; sae I ha' skelped with her and 
ompanions for a wee bit of halesomie 

rs. Sandford, looking earnestly at the 
nah» said — ** In this vetii^^i do I not 
lid Donald M'Donald, once a rich 
^er of the town of Edinbuigh T* 
Yes, lady ; and what of that silly auH 
3, wha' lat good nature outstrip pru« 
ce, lo^ by it the esteem of contemptu- 
men, and gained the generous protec* 
I of a noble chieftain ?** . 
' Alas, my dear sir J how many years 
re I mourned you as numbered with 
' ancestors! Have time and grief so 
mged your once-darhng Eliza, that her 
icle does not recognise her?" 
" What, and are you my ain lAzzf, 
ba's gentle spirit ha' soothed mine to 
^ace mony a day^ when the crabbed carle. 
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your fither, almost broke my heart wi' un-? 
kindness? Why, my bonnie lassie, but 
Steven ta'd me ye were dead a'most as 
soon as you reached the Continent. After 
that I went na' to Edinburgh as long as 
he lived." 

** Oh, that father ! He returned me a 
letter, addressed to yoii, with the cruel af- 
firmation of your death, thus depriving 
me of the only true fnend his discarded 
child could boast. * Had ' I ' known you 
were living, I had flown to your arms in 
my early stage of widowhood, when my* 
liberal^ bene&ctbr and his fidend Askew 
made me independent of ah imfeeling 
world."^ 

"Who? lord Eglintoun? Did that 
young man protect you ? Heaven's beni- 
son be on him ! that is ane mair gude deed 
of his to be registered in Heaveii's miister- 
roU. But look na' sae rueful, Lizzy. I am' 
sorry the laddie is taken from you ; but 
you ken you wd' gae to him ; sae be canty 
now, for my heart is cheered at the sight 
of you." 

Chi the unde and niece's recognition of 
each other, the family dropped off into 
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ly appointing the grotto near tlie 

where, on fine evenings, they fre- 

ly took their evening repast, to rejoin 

other. Jessy's yoting heart danced 

joy at the sound of McDonald's voice, 

e memory her mother had taught her 

ve. She had ri vetted her sparkling 

eyes on his face, when he perceiving 

-" An wha are you, my haim ? not 

ain Lizzy's, wee tot, shot up thus !" 

[rs. Sandford had just given her to his 

s, as the marquis, who had sauntered 

r the spot, joined, them, Congratulat- 

them both on this happy reunion, he 

ired Mrs. Sandford that he was much 

ser boimd to Donald by obligations than 

? was by birth^ and, but for his inflexi- 

i modesty, slie would have &)und him 

5 companion ; for he well knew his for- 

er rank m life ; and, turning to Donald, 

Id him the marchioness and family now 

cpected he would make one at the grotto,. 

[id as often as was pleasant to himself. 

" Gude my lord, it is lang «inesyne I 

Len'd the manners, o' the great, and the 

ang-acquired rust o' the mountains I sha' 

la' be able to shake off." 

i3 
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But on Mrs. Sandford's united entrea^ 
ties, the old man was prevailed on to ao 
cept the honour. 

'^Donald,'' said the marquis, as th^ 
walked on, *' I waited but vSj tetum from 
tiie west, for my mind to be more settled 
than of late it has been, to express the 
sense of what I owe you, and regain for 
you, if possible, your native inheritance, if 
not put you above the smile of contemptu^ 
cm man, isuch as most unworthily wound* 
ed your youth.'* 

One morning Donald broke a little on 
the serenity of this once more happy fi* 
mily, as he entered with a newspaper in 
his hand, saying to his niece she must go 
with him to Dundee, which she endea- 
voured to excuse herself from ; but, re- 
gardless of her objections, he continued— t 
•* Ken you your auld lover, sir William 
Dundee, and never fash yoursel about the 
past. As to your fither, God pardon him ! 
as I hope he vnll you and me. You was 
young and giddy ; he was auld and crabs 
bed ; but sine you have drank the cup e'en 
to the dregs, be canty, for ilka thing smiles 
on you, and your pretty baim« Bead this 
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prapb,** putting the paper into het 
, which ran as follows : — 
[f Sliza M*Donald» wife of ensign 
ifbrd, is stin living, or any child or 
Iren of hers, and Donald McDonald, 
>atemal uncle, or any child or children 
Ls, they aie desired to repair to Dun-^ 
Manor-house, yrh&re the owner, or his 
tutors, will restore the whole property 
iteven M'Donald, as well as the estates 
Donald McDonald, to the juA cl^onants 
hat fionQy, 

Signed) William Dundee, barL 

John Coogan, minister, 

Ralph Logan, J^j^^^g. 

Simon Sincl aik^ ) 

Mrs. Sfindford icquested her uncled 

>uld take Jessy, and <jaim for her the 

operty, for though she fbrgare sir Wil- 

im, shexxmld mcA bring her mind to see 

m whose crud persecution she consider- 

I as the main spring of her misfbrtunes; 

" Daft lassie, ye're as feckless as when. 

1 your teens. G4f ye gang na wi' ye'r^ 

aim and me, I sd think ye are gane geet;' 

She foand her uncle was aiigry, and 

ooking around on her friends, she saw, or 
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thought she saw, reproof in th6 eye of all; 
She felt her error of having resigned her- 
self so long to a selfish sorrow, and though 
the struggle was great, she compelled her- 
self to this necessary piece of exertion. 

They quitted the castle the same day, 
and, afler a week's absence, gave, by letter 
to lady Oriana, the following sketch : 

" We found sir William alive, though 
on the verge of the grave, to which, in a 
few days, we shall see his remains consign- 
ed. You have heard me say he was ava- 
ricious, vindictive, and revengefiil. He 
has never married, and, by his natimd ha- 
bits, has increased considerably a very fair 
inheritance. Theonly object who ever owed 
him any love or gratitude, is an old steward, 
bom in his father's house, and the son of a 
nephew, who, being left an orphan in ex- 
treme infancy^ and his sole heir, the young 
Archibald was received into his house, and 
has been educated with much tenderness 
and care, and he who had been the pky- 
thing of his age proved now its greatest 
comfort. The tutor of this amiable youtW 
had awakened the mind of the baronet to 
a nense of his guilt and his danger. Re- 



i and liorror seized him, but the only 
ice of penitence he evinced was in 
3mplete restitution of his illy-obtained 
:h back to my uncle and myself. He 
:ly confessed that revenge took entire 
^ssion of him on my marriage, and 
that moment assailing my father^s 
V side, he robbed me of his protection 
my inheritance ; that he had sown the 
s of discord between him and my un-- 
-envious of that merit which he ac- 
wledged, yet hated, because above his 
:ation. He died, trembling for his 
\ fate, and as long as speech was allowed 
I, avowed th^t for nearly eighty years 
had been in the guilty pursuit of hap- 
ess, without having tasted it here, or the 
•speet of it hereafter* As his enfeebled 
igue admitted, he exhorted his nephew 
guard against the evil propaisities of his 
Lure; to consider each passion in its rise, 
^et your late tutor, who I have norni* 
ted your guardian, be your bosom-friend 
youtb, as he has been your guide through 
fancy,' Seeing those around him shed 
e drops of pity, he looked earnestly, and 
id—* Weep not;- save those precious 



teaw for bettor men,' He bade his nepheW 
pray, for he was young, and could learn ; 
but for liiiDsdf, he was old, and could 
not ; he knew fiot how to begin. A lay 
of joy once beamed from his sunken eye^ 
as he was reminded that the mercy of 
Heaven was still extended over hhti, or it 
would never have been granted hiiH to 
make restituticm of his SS-getten wealth; 
but again relaxing into Ms former terrors, h^ 
observed he feared that would have proved 
a curse to his dear bey, a»d it would be a 
great accumulation of his misery should he 
partake it with him. Speech now failed; 
and this moming he terminated a Me ill^ 
spent, without evincing one dieering ray 
ofhope^** 

Mrs. Sandford promised theiif return as 
soon as the funeral was over, and spoke in 
most exalted terms of the young baronet 
Their return soon fidlowed the receipt of 
this letter; but as Mrs; Sandferd's fiitigue 
had been great, she retired to her own 
room, sending her apologies to the mm*- 
chionesR, by the young, playAilJessy, who 
springing to Oriana, threw her arms round 
her in a momait, then, turning from her. 
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;oing, as she believed, to her did friend, 
ig the colonel for Askew; but,on seeing 
nger, t^e checked her step andblushed* 
And what little lightfoot is this?'*^ 
d Somn^^ taking her hand. 
Jessy, sir.** 

Then 'tis Jessy Sandfotd. The strong 
aiments of my fiiend Hany and Eliza 
>onald caught my eye as you entered, 
ivhat oomer of the world, my fittle btes* 
I, has your mother secreted herself? 
', has fsurly eluded my search, diough I 
ght her where your noble^pirited fa* 
rfelL'' 

* You knew Mrs. Sandford, I find, cola- 
i, before she muried^" said the marchio* 

8S. •■• ■ 

" Yes, and thought I loved her ; but on 
iming that a mutual affection subsisted 
itween her and my friend, I was willing 

believe it but a sentiment of admiration 
id esteem, and rejoiced to see her under 
le protection of an honest fellow." 

Lady Oriana rose, and seating herself 
y the colonel-—^ You are the identical 
aan I have been longing to see. You 
xe that oaptain Somners who enabled 
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tfaetn to join their regiment, when her un-^ 
natural father refused to succour them; 
it was you who made such liberal addi- 
tions to the poor pay of a lieutenancy ; it 

was you '' 

« Hold ! hold ! dear lady Oriana,'^ 
•* Nay, colonel, I wiU not be stopped. 
AH here shall love and admire you as I 
do. I repeat it was you, when he was 
draughted for tiiie East Indies, obtained 
an exchange, taking on yourself the dan- 
gerous part as^gned him, that he might 
not leave his unprotected wife and infant." 
" In that, lady, there was less merit 
than you are- aware of, as weU as in many 
other actions to that worthy unfortunate- 
On a further acquaintance with Eliza, I 
found but too forcibly the deception I had 
practised on myself. I waa young, full of 
glory, and no other mistress •, this held out, 
as all such expeditions do, a golden bait. 
I caught at speedy advancement, or an 
early grave ; such lives suited the tenor of 
my mind, while it rendered me capable of 
making independent the man I honoured^ 
and the Woman I adored.. My duty would 
detain me far— very far from her; the latter 
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"ed a cessation to indescribabte feding; 
ist which I struggled in vain; and, 
L we always view the source from 
ice most good actions spring, we 
Id oftener have to attribute them to 
;h principlies than to strict philanthro- 
iid virtue.'* 

That," replied Armihia, ** is to place 
Lie in so ol^cure a light, that it may be 
we know her only by reflection." 
And does hot your ladyship think that 
ies much truth with it ?" 
In some instances it may ; but whdn 
say generally, are we not guilty of 
ty larceny, thus defrauding her of that 
ght lustre that gilds her modest name ? 
1 were she as litigious as she is mild and 
irteous, the consequences of such free- 
m might prove dangerous. How hap- 
ned it, Oriana, we never lieard of cap- 
in Somners when speaking of Mrs. Sand- 
rd?'' 

" Why, Arminia, ask Fame, that com- 
on babbler, who, not much inspired by 
istic^i and of less sentiment than the 
)wn-crier, why she flees past the abode 
f her liege mistress, without paying her 



her due honours, and the little gossip will 
stand, as I now do, abashed.'! 

" When Virtue," rejoined lady Brackan- 
nan, ^ steps into a world of observers^ she 
throws a veil over her modest form, as she 
unattended goes forth. It is then that h^ 
handmaid Fame, not moving in her sphere, 
becoming dizzy by the glare of fiction and 
absurdity that surrounds her, misoonc^ves 
h«r office." 

** Well, madam, gratitude and friehd- 
ship will force the modest dame from her 
retreat, and to-morrow morning, colonel, 
will prove the source ftmti whence youir 
actions sprung.*^ 

•* On the word crf^ soldier, lady^ yoa 
have chosen the worst clue possible for 
the development of truth. Gratitude looks 
but to the effect, not the cause, while 
friendship ever shades, wkh her partial &.« 
vour, the errors of those she singles for 
her own. No^ young lady, let the wrong- 
ed man s^peak^ my praise ; truth will sit on 
his lips, and genuine virtue is enthroned 
in that man's breast Whose deeds he sings." 

** Well, cokmel, foSi me at all pointa to 
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(rill, I must maintain my original 



^r\:' 



I wish your ladyship to do. Am* 
s of standing high in your esteem, I 

not to use arms against myself, 
;h candour will not allow me to take 
is a merit, which, at most, had but a 
ive claim to praise.** 
16 earl had been pacing the room, ap« 
lily absorbed in thought, during thi» 
chit-chat ; but when the colonel dosed 
lebate, he, walking up to him, laid hit 

1 on his shoulder — '' Brother soldier, 
man who subdues hiibself has fought 
lod fight, and is a glorious victor.*^ 
Faith, my lord, you are all in league 
inst me, and lest you should destroy 
little remains of modesty a. camp and 
rt have left me, I will wish you a good 
ht." 

Bowing to all, he left the room, and the 
ming being very far spent, his example 
s unmetoitely followed by the fiwnily . 
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CHAPTER XII. 



•* All nature is but art, untrtowD to tlice ; 

Ail chance, direction which thou canst not see ; 

AW discord, harmony not understood; 

All partial eiri!, universal good ; 

And spite of pride, in erring reason's spite. 

One trutli is clear — wliatever is, is right." 

IjADy Oriana entered her friend's cham- 
ber ere she had risen, and found her sleep 
had been restless, and full of frightful 
visiofts ; one of which had left so great a 
pressure on her mind, that she found her 
in tears. On her ladyship's inquiring ci 
her health, and demanding with gte^t so- 
licitude the cause, she smiled on finding it 
but a dream, and rallied her on her still 
Suffering herself to be "so botind by ncMthem 
superstition. 

" Not so, dear Oriana. My sleeping 
fancy brought me at the feet of my inex- 
orable father, who, I thought, again curst 
me, as in life he had done. With horror 
I sprang from him into my Sandford*s 
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which were extended to receive m^ 
srhich became instantly cold and im- 
ible. Looking in his face, with inde- 
ible anguish I saw the flesh, that but 
was warm and animated, glide in a 

vapour before my eyes, leaving me 
le embrace of my now-skeleton hus- 
I. I shrieked, and awoke just as you 
red." 

[er ladyship, again smiling, said, she 
Ld augur good from that : evidently it 
[nised an agreeable surprise ere the day 
aid end ; and she had learned but little 
n the auld warlock o' the glen, if it did 

bespeak a speedy marriage. Thu3 ral- 
ng, she obtained a smile, and a few 
ierful answers, ere she left her, though 
3 lily had dethroned the rose, and her 
turally-fine eye was sunk in languor. 
Her toilet soon adjusted, she entered 
6 breakfast-room, when, on seeing Som* 
^rs, she started back ; her mind still mis* 
ive her — " Will fancy never cease? or is 

indeed my Sandford's best friend re* 
x)red to life, and to my grateful heart?'* 

The colonel, taking her passive banc^ 
ssuied her of the reality—" You believed 
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me dead, for the letters designed to infimn 
your husband of roy recovery were re. 
turned by the postmaster, relating to me 
th^ &te of my much-regretted frigid, and 
thai you and his child were raBoved^ no^ 
one knew whither.'' 

*• This is indeed a jojrfiil event, my dear 
sir; but an inesliaustible giief still re^ 
mains-^that my poor Sandford cannot raise 
his eyes to bless you as I do." 

^ Poor Harry ! he fdl young, but he 
fell like himsdf; let us then not repine 
at what crowns him with felicity. To 
speak of him as he destarved will be no 
easy, yet a pleasing ta^, and will honour 
his memory better than tears." 

^ H07 were you pceservod^ ^r cap* 
tain, at what caused the rubiour of your 
death?" 

** Being left for dead among the slain, 
« Komish priest, discovering life in me, took 
me to his convent, became my nurse, aii4 
was the means of my return to life and 
health. He was one of those mexi who 
would do honour to any iaith and my 
country; he was no Ugot, though a Ca* 
^ialiG.Qo vedus^ tiiough a mMk^^--iaBA» 
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^n of the world, though a Spaniard, 
day I asked him what he wished me 
> for the life he had {Nreserved — ^if I 
Id turn Catholic, that he might have 
>re refined reward, for having saved 
;oul of a heretic. The good man smiled 
NTot unless you think as I do, that it 
le hest faith to live by and die in/' 
Ob, if my Henry had lived but to this 
r! your rumoured death was a grief 
b never forsook his breast ; he mourned 
L in all the soirow which your generous 
ndsfaip laid dakn ta" 
' With all due respect to the ladies,'* 
1 Askew, ^^ I cannot but be amazed to 
how eagerly thej catch at every vi- 
nary idea ; sleeping or wakings it alike 
ces captive their senses, and, I confesi;, 
ires to them an interesting somethings 
at binds us poor devils in their chains ; 
it let me caution you, good sir, how you 
;ten to that siren voice, wfaidi, by recot 
cted sorrow, obtains a hi^er tone <^ me- 
dy. Undeceive the &ir dreamer. There 
Lust, I pcesume, be some resemUlanee be- 
nreen you and her late &iend ; butg^v^ 
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her to know you are not captain Sosk 



ners." 



*• Not Somners ! on whom then have I 
intruded my sorrow? oh. Askew! you 
but jest — ^Somners must be known to my 
grateful heart — I cannot be enveloped in 



vision now." 



" Colonel, dear Mrs. Sandford, instead 
of captain, and Askew and you are alike 
right I suppose the young man does not 
relish his tea flavoured by the vapour of 
sensibility. We will speak of old afiairs 
when no thoughtless young fellow hears 
us. Let me see you partake of a cheerful 
iHreak&st, and I'll be even with the young 
torturer presently.".. 

Askew's aim took, and the conversatioa 
became general. 

Lett^s, in the course of the day, arrived 
from Malthu^, apprising the earl that 
every thing was now ready for his recep- 
tion. An early day was then fixed for thdr 
proceeding to the Priory. 

Nothing novel, or of the least import, 
marked the intermediate time,except dating 
the cards of invitation, and dispersing them 
to all quarters, for the ensuing nuptials. 
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mners, the widow, and her uncle» 

often stragglers from the family par- 

Tid perhaps never did rational beings 

more pleasing hours than Somners 

IVIrs. Sandford. He honoured Eglin- 

and Askew, when he learned how 

y they had protected her and her child; 

now he had found them, he deemed 

pecuniary assistance from the hand of 

but himself would be derogatory to 

Lt, to his own feelings, and those of his 

arted friend. 

ihe then gave him the result of her late 
t to Dundee ; and though unsuspicious 
the colonel's real meaning, when he 
ited at a legal claipi to his protecticniy 
: some general remarks on entering on 
end engagements checked the colonel 
len about to make his sentiments fully 
own. 

AVhen alone, the widow called to mind 
me unconnected sentences of her late 
isband, for on receiving a remittance, he 
ould sigh, and say — >* Generous Som* 
^rs ! this is great to him who has robbed 
3U of '' and would stop; and as she' 

VOL. V. K 
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often asked the meaning of such soliloquy, 
his answer was—" Our friend is unhappy, 
Eliza, and has reposed his confidence in 
me." This now crossing her mind, added 
to the obUque hints of some of the &mily, 
with a few emphatic expressions of the 
colonel, conspired to dear the mist which 
veiled her ready perception, and whisper- 
ed a truth she trembled to be made ac- 
quainted with. 

Filled with this idea, she became pen- 
sive, took little interest in the various 
topics which succeeded each other; and 
but to(T frequently the almost-untasted vi- 
ands passed unobserved. She sedulously 
shunned any titC'd-tite conversation with 
the colonel, who, finding at length she 
gave him no opportunity, forced one, in 
which he made her an honourable tender 
of his name and protection. 

Thus thrown off her guard, and strug- 
gling with a variety of feelings she knew 
not how to account for-— determining to 
refuse, yet wanting, at the moment, ar- 
guments to justify that refusal, she arose, 
and left him abruptly. 

Somners had attached himself to lord 
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itoun, and sought him immediately^ 
^lieve his mind from the chagrin her 
Ise had inspired. 

iana, who had watched her friend with 
em, was now making up to her, when 
found her in tears. The cause made 
ivn, her ladyship gently reproved her 
iness, and the false prejudice that had 
n rise to it, observing, a girl of fifteen 
ht have her head filled with so irra- 
al an idea, that every second marriage 
onoured the first ; but that sentiment 
a the mother of a girl almost as old, 
thought ludicrous. 

Totwithstanding this, Mrs. Sandford 
posed quitting the castle, leaving Ori- 

to make her apologies to the marquis, 
erving, her uncle could bring Jessy to 

after the approaching solemnities were 
jr, whose young heart she could not 
)rive of a scene so new and delightful. 
VVliile they were thus in debate, Mont- 
1, Askew, and Miss Ardmore, came in 
lit. Her ladyship, with a mischievous 
He, hailed her brother and his compa- 
)n to come and take their adieu ^rom 
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the widow, who was instantly bound for 
Plinliramon Dale. ; 

" What are you at, lady Oriana? you 
know I wished to retire unnoticed.** 

" Oh, my friend ! your present conduct 
will be a necessary instruction to me in 
the task you have assigned me, for indeed 
it is rather an awkward one.'* 

On their joining them, the occurrence 
was canvassed, whAi Montreal, laughing, 
asked her how she could be so cruel to 
drive the colonel to a Tarpeian rock, or 
force him to besiege her in her own cita- 
del? 

She frowned; and after much contro- 
versy, in which neither party would cede 
their opinions, lord Montreal assured her 
the door of her cage would not be opened 
until the matter had been more generally 
discussed. 

, On her unwilling return to the saloon, 
as Eglintoun and Somners, she found, were 
gone for a morning's ride, she submitted 
to a family conclave being summoned, by 
whom it was allowed, that in some certain 
C^s second engagements might be both 
imprudent and dangerous, yet in the pre- 
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sent instance, when they considered the 
colonel's most disinterested friendship — the 
great sacrifice he had formerly made — the 
tocrease of cares which her new situation, 
as lady of large landed property, would 
produce, which, firom her secluded mod^ 
of life, she must be supposed unqualified to 
manage, and which trust, being reposed in 
the hand of a hireling as her steward^ 
would be greatly exposing her to decep- 
tion and malpractices among her tenantry 
— ^these, with a thousand other unfavour- 
able contingencies, were adduced ; but the 
lady remained inflexible to eveiy argument 
that destroyed her favourite hypothesis. 
The widow observed, that the heart should 
be the umpire between contending opi- 
nions, and she affirmed its incapacity to 
love, even were she inclined to obey. 

" If,** said the marquis, " you root out 
of your arguments that early disease, pre- 
judice, I will yield to the direction of the 
heart that is under the influence of right 
reason ; but, lady, have you ever put that 
little question to your heart — can I, or can 
I not, be happy with the colonel ? has he 



t 
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. qualities and sentiments congenial to my 
own?" 

"Ah, stay, my lord !*' said Donald ; " you 
are too liberal by far. AVha has not ob- 
served she has sought his company aboon 
all others — ^that she has been cheerful and 
mair like her ainsaV sine he has joined our 
society? and now, Lizzy, gin ye dinna 
give this business anither thought before 
ye gang hame, I sal be inclined to think 
you are na' that, gude-tempered lassie I 
used to ca* my ain^*' 

, Mrs. Sandford, smiling, shookj^er head, 
and the marquis obtained a j^mise not 
to leave them at the present. When the 
conclave was broke up by the injbrusionc^ 
morning visitors. 

On the return of lord Eglintoun and' 
the colonel, the former soon learned the 
family conversations of the morning, who, 
to sooth Somners, informed him. of the 
whole, but sought in vain now, as during 
their ride, to chase the chagrin this busi- 
ness had excited. He and Mrs. Sandford 
evidently shunned each other through the 
day; and in the evening, retiring earlier 
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than usual> as he took the little Jessy in 
his arms, he said — " My sweet child, I am 
sorry that the short acquaintance I have 
bad with the daughter of my ever-revered 
Sandford must end here. God hless you 
and make you worthy such a father !'* On 
this, bowing to the widow, he left the 
room. 

** What ! because I cannot be his wife, 
must friendship cease?" her countenance 
alternately changing. 

^he marquis observed, she had no right 
to expect the colonel, at his time of life, to 
be a whining lover^ nor pay her candour 
so bad a compliment as to suppose she 
trifled with his feelings. 

*^ My lord, it is the last wish of my 
heart that the colonel should be a lover at 
all ; but I confess myself mortified at his 
withdrawing his friendship with such evi- 
dent marks of displeasure ; has he a right 
to be offended ?" 

" Lizzy," replied Donald, " you ha' both 
a great right to act as you please; gif you 
will be unfeeling, the colonel does right to 
be angry. I ken your unco answer — it 
was unlike yoursal." 
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An unusual asperity lit the mild eye of 
the widow, 

• " The colonel, my dear madam," rejoin- 
ed lady Brackannan, ** would have conti^ 
nued his friendship, had yoiu* local idtua^ 
tion prescribed the possibility or propriety 
of your becoming his wife ; it is not, there* 
fore, because you cannot, but because you 
will not consider his happiness, who has 
been devoted to yoiu*s for so many years.** 

" The colonel is unreasonaUe, madam ; 
my gratitude is lively, and I estimate his 
friendship above all earthly things; but I 
<*annot command affection." 

" I rather think, tiear Mrs. Sapdford," 
said Askew, " your heart has no voice in 
your determination — it springs from the 
fond adherence to a favourite and strongly- 
imbibed notipn, rather than due reflection^ 
Unhappily the colonel thinks, as I be^ 
lieve most present do, that you are very 
unfeeling." 

" Minds, sir, that differ thus in the nice 
distinctions of propriety, cannot be happily 
unitedv" 

On this, wishing them a good night, she 
retired. 
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It was remarked that the widow's hau^ 
teur was unexpected, and so bound her 
reason, as to destroy her just powers of ar- 
giiment — ** Clementina, pride is a lady's 
intimate acquaintance, and a very useful 
one, when called in on proper occasions. 
She is sure to lend you a momentary sup- 
port, especially in an error; but in this 
case pillowed reflection will force the gau- 
dy colouring she wears to yield to the pen- 
sive hly, and truth, in spite of prejudice, 
will once more assert her rights." 

Montreal, who sought the colonel's 
chamber, asked if this taking leave M^as 
but a manoeuvre on the widow, or reallyi 
^s ihe earl says,, you leave us to-morrow ? 
Ta stoop to artifice," said Somners, 
would degrade myself r and I should de* 
spise the woman who would require such- 
an expedient. If the simple statement of' 
my heart, with preceding proofs, cannot 
mfluence her in my favour, I disdain any 
other.. Romautic foHy might have had its 
weight with me twenty years past ; but at 
forty I nmst^ be fed by common sense,, as 
the only aliment my mental appetite can: 

digest." 

k3 \ 
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: Montreal proceeded to state the effect his 
speech to Jessy had had on the widow, and 
that it was evident to all but herself, that 
in her rejection she had never eonsulted- 
her heart. - She alone was a stranger to its 
feelings; and therefore he was oomniis- 
aioned by the marquis to entreat his stay» 
at least a few days. 

Somners promised not to depart as in- 
tended, and Horatio took bi3 leave. 

The night had been tempestuous, and a 
heavy rain continued the whole of the next 
day. As the family met, an assumed air . 
of cheerfulness thinly veiled Mrs. Sand- 
ford's mind ; her extremely fair complexion 
liad received a deathly hue ; and the 1mi- 
guor of her eye proved the marquis no 
false prophet. 

Jessy, meeting Somners on the stairs^ 
rejoicing to see him, told him he n>ust not 
leave them, for her mamma had had no 
peace 'all' m^t«at having oifended her best 
friend — ^her' papa's dearest, truest friend ; 
and springing into the room — " Oh, joy, 
joy, mamiBB ! the colondl is not gone !" 
. He entered, and the widow's contra- 
riety of feeling almost overcame her ; but 
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appearing neither to hear or see, bent her 
eye on the sunx)unding objects through 
the window. 

" Well, colonel, is it from the weather 
we are so agreeably disappointed this 
morning?'* asked the eafl; "or. can you 
alter your plans, and stay among us ? there 
is not one who will not seriously miss 
you." 

" There is no answering, my lord, for 
these casualties. Your lordship has my 
thanks ; but I find I am doomed to make 
sacrifices ; yet schooled as I have been in 
them, I never, till now, yielded to roman- 
tic prejudice-." 

A deluge of rain continuing,, the ladies 
ibrmed a working party ; and Mrs. Sand^ 
ford having a few days before put a waists 
coat into the tambour-frame, was now de^ 
£orating it with gold thread. 

Toward the evening Askew, consull^g 
the bai6meter, and observing the clouds 
still very heavy, remarked to Somners, that 
the weather greatly befriended them, since 
it would hold him their prisoner one day 
longer^ 

Somners had not adi^iessed himself to 
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'Mrs. Sandford the whole of the day. She 
felt it much, aiid was determined to break 
through this cold reserve, by saying-*- 
•** Oh ! our friend will not leave us till this 
piece of court finery is finished." 

^ A soldier's court-dress, madam, is hia 
uniform." 

Unable to conceal longer her emotion^ 
she rose to quit the room ; but her foot 
entangling in the train of lady Eglintoun, 
she would have fallen, had not the colonel, 
dose by, caught her hand; giving it a 
gentle pressure, hoped she was not hurt. 

Raising her eyes to his, heart spoke to 
heart ; a blush tinging her cheek, she said 
^— " Colonel, pride hates to own herself 
in the wrong ; however, she has read some- 
Ivhere, that it is only saying, * I am wiser 
to-day than I was yesterday ;" and deriv- 
ing courage firom the increased pressure of 
her hand, added-r-" Why should you leave 
us?" 

Have I your commands to remain?" 
I unite my solicitation to the general 
request, Somners." 

Bowing on her hand — " I am content;" 
and turning to the company-—" My good 
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friends, your considerate minds will be 
able to frame a better apology for the slight 
offered your hospitality, than I can make 
for myself." 

Strathbogie assured him he believed no 
one was disposed to be ofiended with him, 
though he could not but confess Mrs. 
Sandford had almost betrayed him into a 
feeling, that he hoped would never again 
have influence over him, and called on her 
to make it up with him. 

" Ah ! in what way, my lord ?" her com- 
plexion once more wearing its natural 
glow. 

" Only," said the earl, " as loi>g as you 
remain the guest of the castle and priory,, 
that you put yourself under the tuition of 
Srackannan and myself ; and as a proof of 
your penitence, write to-morrow to sir 
Archibald Dundee — ^tell him you have im- 
pressed your friends with so favourable an 
idea of liim, that the ensuing week will be 
defective without his presence." 

The widow bowed her acquiescence, 
and joy again marked each individual. The 
third day from this found them at the 
JPriory. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



Hence Ioth*d Mehncholy. 

Find out some uncouth cell ; 

There* under ebon shade and low-bpow'd rock, 
* As ragged as thy locks, 
In dark (yimmerian deserts ever d'weH. 
But come, thou goddess, fair and free,, 
In beav«ii yclep*d £uplirosyne ; 
Unste tliec,.nyiB|)li,^aml bring with tfaee^. 
Jest and youUiful jollity, 
Nods and becks, and wreathed smiles. 



. Such as hang on Hebe's cheeky 
' And love to live in dimples sleek i. 
Sports that wrinkl'd Care derides, 
And Laughter holding both her sides: 
Come end trip it as ye go, 
On the light fantastic toe,. 
And in thy right hand bring, with thee 
The mountain nymph, sweet Liberty. Miltos. 

The Priory was extremely extensive, btdlt 
in the Gothic style of the monastic order, 
and in the new improvements, while the 
character of the building was carefuHy 
preserved, the excessive gloom, too often 
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attendant on such ancient edifices, was re- 
moved, as Strathbogie was particularly 
anxious that what he had cdused to be 
done should meet lord and lady Montreal's 
approbation. As he wished them to make 
this seat of his ancestors; their general resi- 
dence, he proposed to Arminia her accom- 
panying him through the Priory, and in- 
vited those who liked to ramble through 
old rooms, intricate galleries, and hear old 
family tales, which old pictures might 
conjure up, tp attend them, A natural cu- 
riosity made all prompt to accept the invi- 
tation; and through their rambles, many a 
superstitious legend, as well as interesting 
or laughable tale, were given, as the various 
objects met their eye, which, for taste, va- 
riety, and^ elegance, surpassed any thing 
the several personages had ever beheld, 
and so beggars description that we will 
decline it— only, from the peculiar singula- 
rity, mention two rooms that were in the 
centre of the building, and of great mag- 
nitude — the one roofed in imitation of a 
starry night, and hung round with very 
pale blue taffeta, in an irregular, but not 
an inelegant form. Leading through a 
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narrow short entrance, they found them- 
selves in an immense marquee of white 
tafFeta, and the furniture or ornaments of 
these rooms were only rustic seats and 
benches. 

** My lord, what are these peculiarly, 
odd-looking rooms designed for ?** 

" Their effect, I doubt not, wiH surprise 
by candle-light : on the firing of a signal- 
gun, I shall lead to them, and those who 
please may follow.** 

In looking o\'er these numerous range 
of apartments, lady Montreal had not seen 
a ball-room, and expressing her surprise, 
the earl, smiling, • told her^ere was one 
thing then left for her to exercise her ele- 
gant fancy on. 

Oriana feared the northern lads and lasses- 
would find, spite of the expensive variety 
and splendour, the entertainment but in- 
sipid, without the union pipes and spright- 
ly viol. 

" Why,, my fair cousin, there is"the cor- 
ridor, the vestibule, the saloon, beside the 
lawns and terraccj^ through which they 
may trip the airy round; nor will we 
want melody to inspire the ready foot." 
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•' What are those spiral towers that 
liead that brown-browed avenue ?** asked 
cHoe of the company. 

" The erection of those towers was the 
cause of my leaving town before you, and 
the secret I gave Arminia and Frances to 
exercise their imaginations .on during our 
^paration. There we shall spend this 
evening, in order to avoid the bustle whidi 
the constant influx of our* friends and visi- 
tants will occasion, who, coming great dis- 
tances^ will take beds to-night at the Pri- 
ory ; for to-morrow, my fair friends, we 
must greet the lark on her earliest wing." 
The park choirs now accompanied their 
steps through the extensive grounds, that 
they might have a general knowledge of 
tiie demesnes, though numerous wece the 
beauties which time only cxnild make them 
acquainted with : at length they stopped at 
the end of a long avenue of fine majestic 
trees, -interspersed with flowering shrubs, 
diffusing their aromatic odour on the wing 
of the passing gale. This led to a lake of 
an oblong form, covering some acres of 
ground, from which miurmured two rivulets, 
winding their swelling course through dif- 



210 STBATHBOGIE. 

ferent parts of the park, over which were 
thrown bridges of various construction^ 
as beauty or convenience required, to ad-* 
mit the foot or nautical passenger to pass. 
On the opposite side of the lake, forming 
a bay, rose a circular terrace, on which 
stood a low hexagonal dwelling, dome- 
roofed, with a turret rising from the centre, 
and smaller ones from each point of the 
building. Around five angles ran a co- 
lonnade of porphyry and granite, to support 
the roof, which projected much beyond the 
walls of the dwelling, to preserve the rock- 
work, shelly and coral, that filted up the 
spaces betw^n the windows, judiciously 
interspersed with glittering spar. The full 
front of this beautiful edifice looked on the 
lake beneath ; another fi*ont commanded a 
tewn, bounded by a fine hanging wood; 
and another laying open to a romantic 
part of the park, of rich variety, while the 
north-east winds were broken by a moun- 
tain, whose base was ornamented by a lux- 
uriant grove, through the different brakes 
of which, a torrent of crystal poured its 
pellucid stream over a bed of rocks, that 
formed one rude majestic mass of eartlK 
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A small yacht conveyed the party across 
±\\e lake, to a rising path of white and 
grey pebbles in mosaic work, intersected 
l>y a petrefaction* The earl led down a 
flight of steps into a shrubbery at the other 
end, in the centre of which was an aviary. 
At a short distance stood three neat white 
thatched cottages, one for the boatmen, 
the other for the shepherd and family, and 
the third a daily; then leading them 
through the colonnade again to the front, 
pointed to its pediment, which was of black 
marble, richly decorated, and in gold em- 
bossed characters they read — ^** Strathbo- 
gie's confessional, a memento to the latest 
of his posterity of the weakness of human 
nature. The frail texture of the mind 
must sink, unless supported by, and trust- 
ing in the revealed will of its ^reat Creator. 
The founder of this proved the insufficien- 
cy of all worldly grandeur and attainment, 
while he remained uninfluenced by its 
glorious truths.*' ^ 

Arminia started on first sight, but a si- 
lent tear of gratitude and praise calmed 
her sensitive mind. The surprise and ad- 
miration t)f the whole party could only be 
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exceeded by lady Montreal's, who, a 
twelvemonth since, remembered the woods, 
the groves, the mountain, and the lake, but 
no rivulets that now meandering watered 
many miles of rich verdure — ^no cascade—^ 
only a little rill that sometimes issued 
through a small chasm of the mountain — 
no cottages, nor any the least vestige of a 
building. The terrace and its appendages 
were entirely new, And seemed magic. 
•* Howi ray lord, has all this wonderment 
been ejected?'' 

•* By a multiplicity of artificers,'' replied 
the earl. " Under the joint inspection of 
my two friends and myself, they have 
been ex)[)editious, and I think you will ap-' 
prove it, as a desirable acquisition to the 
esxaie. 

" Nothings" said Arminia, *' could be 
more appropriate, nothing more perfectly 
enchanting, than this diversity oh such an 
immense tract of unadorned nature." 

" Its simpliciliy and its elegancy equally 
excite admiration," cried one and another. 

The earl bowed. — " I am gratified to 

hear you say so, and you will judge, my 

^friends, how well I am myself pleased 
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%vith this offspring of my fancy, when I 
inform you this is my future residence." 

" My lord," reiterated several of the 
party, " what do you mean ?" 

" Just what I have said, my friends," 

" Oh no, cousin Hugh, you are but in 
jest." ^ 

" Not I indeed, dear lady," repUed the 
earl, with a more serious aspect. " I have 
done with the world to-morrow, when I 
have consigned my httle Frances to this 
honest fellow, and joined in the celebra- 
tion of Arminia's nuptials. Then end all 
my cares. My chosen friends and com- 
panions, Gregory and Malthus, with a 
few necessary domestics, fill up the reti- 
nue of the once-proud Strathbogie. These, 
my friends, are under no restraint ; they 
go and come when and where they please. 
Nor shall I seclude myself from the society 
of my family ; I hope Montreal will, dur- 
ing my life, make the Priory his chief seat 
of residence. Askew and my excellent 
little Frances I will see sometimes in the 
Glen of Morris, and frequently, I hope,^ 
they will visit their sister. It will joj 
iny heart to embrace a brother and sister 
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in Brackannan Castle ; and at one of those 
three residences I shall often hope to see 
you, my dear lady dowager, my cousin 
Eglintoun, and his charming Oriana ; but 
should unexpected visitants arrive at these 
periods, excuse my withdrawing during 
their stay, for so it must be." 

•* Have you sworn this, my lord ?" said 
an attentive listener. 

" No, sir, but I have said it; and the 
thought having received utterance that 
sprung from deep reflection^ cannot be 
revoked.** 

The marquis applauded the piety that 
led to such a resolution — ** But an inactive 
Kfe, my lord, is not a virtuous life,'' said 
Eglintoun, ** and a m?.n capable of great 
things ought not to sit him down content 
in indolent retirement." 

" Nor do I niean to do so, Dudley ; 
there are many ways in which a man, retir- 
ing from the cabine^t and field, may be ac- 
tively and honourably useful. I do not 
fly the world, because I fear to meet those 
who know how to estimate my late scene 
of action, but because I know riot how fer 
high-sounding praise and partial friend- 
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ship may again intoxicate the brain. The 
human heart is an enigma not easily solv- 
ed, and more deceitful to itself than even 
to the perception of another ; I therefore 
will not trust myself with its guidance, 
but yield roe to the direction of that gra- 
cious Being who has condescended to pre- 
serve me ; beside, what presumption would 
it be to place myself in a conspicuous 
sphere of life again ? ' I am honoured by 
my monarch's late wish to recall me (o 
some state of public usefulness ; but ought 
I to step forward while this happy coun- 
try boasts so many great and powerful 
supporters of its rights and privileges ? 
When they fail, and I conceive so much 
self-sufficiency that none but the late rebel 
Strathbogie can save her falling state, it 
will then be for me to issue from this ob- 
scurity." 

They now entered the confessional. — 
Facing the entrance were a pair of folding 
doors that led into a chapel, shewing a very 
fine window of stained glass, under which, 
on a flight of steps, was a superb marble 
monument to the memoiy of Annabella, 
countess of Strathbogie. On each side rose 
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the desk and pulpit^ from the back of 
eagles bronzed, on marUe pedestals. A 
suite of rooms led from the right hand of 
the hall, containing a library, breakfast and 
music-rooms, over which were the cham- 
bers and dressing-rooms for the earl and his 
clerical friends; on the left a dining-par- 
lour and ^nservatory, with apartments 
and offices appropriated to the servants. 

While the earl, the marquis, and Mrs. 
Sandford, were examining some beautifril 
exotic in the conservatory, the rest of 
the party went into the library, to see 
what mental society the earl had selected. . 

One end of the room they found occu- 
pied by an immense map of Europe, in a 
superb frame. — " Bless me, madam," ad- 
dressing the marchioness, " what could 
induce my father to frame a map in such 
style?" asked Miss Ardmore. 

" I doubt not but it has some peculiar 
beauty," said lady JMontreal. " My father 
is an admirable geographer — ^I will exa- 
mine it." 

While her ladyship was attentively 
looking on it, and tracing the course of a 
liver, for her young friend Jessy's informa- 
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tion, the little idler ran her playful fingers 
round the corner of the frame, and in- 
stantly the map rolling up, discovered a 
picture. 

Fanpy shrieked and stood motionless. 

Lady Montreal fainted. 

The absentees rushing in, saw Miss 
Ardmore, still gasping, pointing to the 
object of affright, but unable to speak, 
who, with her sister, were immediately 
removed into an adjoining room; while 
the rest of the ladies were applying resto- 
ratives, the gentlemen returned to see the 
cause of their affright, and the earl, afler 
it had been inspected, tou^jhed a corre- 
spondent spring, on which the map again 
concealed it. 

This piece was an oil painting by the 
earl, who toudied the pencil with a mas- 
ter's powers. The foreground was filled 
by a scaffold, on which were three figures 
in the act of prayer ; the one with hi3 face 
hid by his uplifted hands, the other two 
correct likenesses of Dr. Gregory and Mal- 
thus; the friends accompanying the suf- 
ferer were attracted by what was going 

VOL. v. L 
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on in the background — ^guards, officers, 
and all the mournfiil insignia of execution, 
filled up the immense space. From an 
opening cloud in the background, half 
bjarsting' on the sight, was a winged se- 
raph staying the arm of the executioner, 
as it was raised to strike the fatal blow, 
whose features were the correct semblance 
• of the late countess of Strathbogie ; and 
•an angel alighting on the scaffold, *^bear- 
ing in her hand a scroll, on \vhich was in- 
scribed — *^ A pardon," the portrait of lady 
Montreal. 

The earl had had this map so contrived, 
not only thai the subject should not too 
suddenly catch the^ eye, but for it not al- 
ways to intrude itself on their remem- 
brance, and he was now angry with him* 
self for not going into this room with them 
at first. 

Lady Montreal had revived, and was in 
tearsi when the earl rejoined them. She 
threw herself into his ready arms^ saying 
— *' Why, dear father, is memory so faith- 
ful ? wJiy thus feed a melancholy that too 
sperfily will undermine your healthy so 
precious to your children ?" 
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** You mistake, my love," replied the 
earl ; '* you mistake your father's feelings* 
It \y^s a work, while in hand, conveyed 
the sweetest sensations imaginable, and so 
foreign from the effect you fear, that it 
excites the most lively gratitude, render- 
ing me more cheerful in the observance of 
my several duties, the oftener I contem- 
plate ; and while I bend my spirit in hu- 
mility before my gradous Preserver, it 
also reminds me what I owe to the inva- 
luable friends that surround me, which 
makes my social duties a large portion of 
my happiness on earth,'* 

Satisfied by his answer, her spirits re- 
assumed their wonted vigour, and asked 
to return into the library ; but being ad- 
vised not to expose her acute feelings at 
the present, she bowed assent to be go- 
verned ; and Miss Ardmore, with Oriana, 
jd 3clared they could not have accompanied 
her. 

Music in canoes and the yacht sere- 
naded them during tea, after which the 
earl led lady Oriana to the harp ; his . Ar- 
minia was placed at the harpsichord, Jessy 

h 2 
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touched the lute with taste, and Miss Ard- 
more the lyre, which she played with no 
small degi-ee of elegance ; Dudley took tlie 
organ, the other gentlemen taking the bass, 
the viols, and bassoon ; the earl played the 
union pipes, which, filled up the evening. 

On their return from this luxuriant re- 
treat, they found the avenues splendidly 
illuminated, and all felt reluctant to quit 
%o enchanting a scene; but rest became 
necessary, as the next day called few great 
exertions. 

The day was ushered in by soft and so- 
lemn music, placed in the corridor, which 
broke on the slumbers of the family and 
guests, nor ceased its dulcet sounds till all 
were assembled in the spacious vestibule, 
where the breakfast-tables presented an 
elegant variety, as they were ranged 
around ; within the pillars that supported 
the corridor at the upper end, on demi- 
circular pyramidal steps, were rich groups 
of figures of Parian marble — the centre 
was Hymen at his altar- — a group of Cu- 
pids crouched at his feet, and two were 
plying the altar with incense ; raised on a 
pedestal, behind him, sat Virtue^ linked 
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l>y a chain of adamant to Pleasure and 

Hannony ; on the right of Harmony was 

Apollo with the Muses; on the left of 

X^leasure, the Graces in mystic dsaice; 

while Summer, Spring, and Autumn, in 

the foreground, were liberally scattering 

their treasures. From behind these groups 

came forward youths in Arcadian attire, 

presenting to each guest a bouquet, as 

they tripped to a lighi measure; then 

atretching wreaths of flowers, danced till 

the repast was ended. 

The earl and femily, with a few selected 
guests, rose, and led to the chapel; lady 
Montreal had previpualy requested she; 
might go through that sacred ordinance 
again, in order to receive the hand of hex 
Horatio from that of her father. 

Miss Ardmore and Edward Askew were 
next placed^ then lady Oriana and lord 
Eglintoun ; so far arranged, the earl re^ 
minded Mrs. Sandford of her promised, 
obedience to his will ; he now requested 
he might consign that promise over to the 
colonel, observing, his will, on this his 
last day of worldly concerns, should be 
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supreme, from whence he hope<J there 
could be no appeal. 

The widow drew back, unprepared for 
3uch a surprise; but the marquis remind^ 
ing her, as her engagement to Somners 
was well known, it would be unbecoming 
herself to act a silly, girlish part, there- 
fore he hoped, that with her accustomed 
grace, she would add to the felicity and 
triumph of the day ; then putting her pas- 
jsive hand into the colonel's, • she suffered 
herself to be led unreluctant, though some^ 
what embarrassed, to the altar. 

On their return to the vestibule, ccm- 
gratulations became general, as the brides 
and bridegrooms were severally presented 
to a numerous assemblage of persons. By 
this time the park was become one moving 
picture ; the peasantry and vassals crowded 
everywhere, to gain a sight of, and a 
smite frx)m, the heroines of the day. 

Numerous were the lookers-on, while as 
many were employed in contributing to 
the amusements, for which they had been 
some time in training. Horse and chariot 
races were to be seen in one direction ; 
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vrrestling and other country sports amused 
elsewhere; but the earl invited to the 
edge of a wood, which opened to one side 
of the liver, from whence there was a dis- 
tinct view of the lake. Here was erected 
a kraal, or Indian village; its peaceable 
inhabitants were sporting about their huts, 
some occupied by stringing beads, others 
making mats, and younger ones coUecting 
and tying up bunches of feathers. 

This attracted, as perfectly houvelle; 
but they were soon roused fix)m their tran- 
quillity, by a war-whoop from a party of 
offensive Indians on the lake, who sprang 
from the yacht, seen at a great distance, . 
and bore down the river in their canoes, 
with bows and arrows, sutkd other war im- 
plements, immediately attacking the un* 
suspecting villagers, who flew to aitns, 
while the women and children boimded to 
an English camp, on the side and summit 
of a hill at no great distance, pointing to 
tlieir kraal, and imploring aid. 

The soldiery soon reduced the offending 
party to submission, taking them prisoners 
in triumph to their camp ; then their chief, 
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and a few followers^ landing, expressed 
ccmcem for the ill conduct of his subjects, 
and entreated for their lives ; each prismier 
was brought out to him, chdned, but 
freed, cm condition each man weuld lay 
down his arms at the feet of his injured 
brother. 

Peace being ratified, th^ united in an 
Indian dance and song ; and each beholder 
was wonderfully pleased with the spirit 
with which this little scene had been sup- 
ported. 

A fine river ran through the park, with- 
in a few feet of the Priory; just at this 
^poi, it had been artificiidly extended to a 
vast extent, and here the park sports ceased 
hy a naval engagement. 

Mrs. Askew, whose little head was al-* 
most turhed with delight, forgot not the 
l^e and white tafi^ rooms; that exeited 
such wonderment at their oddity and sun. 
plicity; but if her surprise was great to 
see any thing for this day's jubilee so un* 
adorned and plain, how much higher did 
it rise, when her father took her hand, and 
said — " Now, Fanny, for the white mar-T 
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quee,'* to find herself in a cave, in the centie 
of a wood, by moonlight, with all the fan- 
cied forms that decorate poetic fiction ; and 
passing on, found th€ short avenue now 
piled with drifted snow ; a hermit in hid 
cell on one side, led into a mofit splendid 
grotto; the windows <^ this apartment 
looked over the river, that now was crowd- 
ed with gondolas, exhibiting on its placid 
surface a Venetian regatta ; and from those 
of the wood scene was a grand display of 
fire-works. 

Here, leaving the company at large 
pleasingly occupied, ttie earl, collecting 
Ins diildren and family, bade them follow 
him. When he had led them to a gallery, 
he drew back a pannel, which opened to 
8 most splendid ball-room, divided into 
three compartments, by light Corinthian 
columns, richly entwined with coloured 
lamps and festoons of flowers. An arch, 
at the upper end, formed the centre divi- 
sion; from it hung a crimson and gold 
curtain, that rose to a slow movement, 
from a fine bond in the gallery^ and di&» 
covered, on a seat of state, an ei9&gy ci the 
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late countess of Strathbogier encased in 
crystal, habited in a white satin robe, fast^ 
etted with pearls. 

Arminia, who had ever patd an enthu- 
siastic reverence to her mother's memory, 
from an involuntary impulse, knelt to kiss 
the hand — " Not so, my Arminia," as the 
earl raised her; *• let her virtues live in 
your breast,^and be her memory ever dear ; 
but bow not the knee.** Looking pen- 
sively on it for some minutes, he said — 
^* Dear, injured saint, this is an admirable 
resemblance of what you once were. Think 
you so, Hamilton?" 

" It is so near herself," he replied, " that 
I could speak to it," turning to the mar- 
ehioness^ to conceal a tear that forced ita 
way down his manly cheek, in the hope 
Strathbogie might not see it ; but not so, 
the brilliant gem of pure aflfection pierced 
the contrite bosom of the earl ; he stood 
for some moments with his hands and eyes 
uplifted, then embraced his children, and, 
witibout speaking, stepped within the arch, 
followed by his . brother and sister, the 
dowager, and his reverend friends. 
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Lady Montreal was about to proceed, 
but Malthus put her back with his hand, 
and just cleared the falling curtain, as it 
descended to the same slow movement 
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CONCLUSION. 



The band prepared for the ball struck up 
a lively measure, and the room soon fill^ 
ing, th^ heads of the family were not miss- 
ed. The giddy maze soon wore off the 
late impression received flrom Mrs. As- 
kew^smind; but not so Arminia — ^hermo- 
ther<» her father, occupied her thoughts 
too much tp unite in the gay multitude. 

In the mystic round, the fleeting hours 
were forgotten, till the rising sun dead- 
ened the artificial lustre that had been dis- 
played. . The company insensibly dropped 
off, and at their usual hour of rising, the 
family found themselves at liberty to re- 
tire. 

On the bride's rejoining the marquis 
and elder ladies, Arminia and Fanny look- 
ed round for the earl ; they were informed, 
that on leaving the arch, the earl was 
tome time ere he could master his feelings; 
he then took an affectionate leave, and» 
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with his few app<m>ted attendants, step- 
ped into a cabriolette, and proceeded to 
his retreat. 

Arminia sighed — " I fear my father is 
too deeply impressed by the past; I like 
not that confessional ; it is but a nursery 
for his melancholy, suited only to a bigot." 

*' Not so, deal- lady — ^feed not such idle 
apprehensions ; your noble father, in what 
he proposes, acts as a man so having spent 
his life should act. I am without anjj fear 
that enthusiasm will lead him astray ; his 
feelings are strong, but so is the texture 
of his mind ; he will blend more with his 
family than at present he allows you to 
expect, when he will be pladdly cheerful, 
as you have beeji wont to see him of late ; 
and be not frightened by a name, lady — 
I trust you have liberality enough, to ad- 
mit it {k)Sfiible for a Roman Catholic to be 
a pious Christian ; were your Either such, 
I would embrace him, and be proud to 
call him friend ; but be satisfied, my dear 
lady Montreal, these tenets only floated in 
his brain-— they never held influence over 
his judgment : and for th^ name given to 
bis retreat, think you ccmfessional an im^ 
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proper one for the residence of a Protes- 
tant penitent? It is designed for the be- 
nefit of posterity, to call to mind the frailty 
of human nature, and point out the safest 
harbour for the care-tost or tempted soul 
to trust in. Can that be improper that is 
planned by penitence, raised with piety, 
and humbly dedicated to his God ?" 

Here Dr. Gregory ceased. Lady Mont- 
real wiped away the pearly dew that glis- 
tened in her eye ; and with the liveliest 
hope for future blessings being extended 
to aO, the friends embraced, and parted 
to recruit their spirits for the succeeding 
days, that were appointed for the conti- 
nued round of entertainment through the 
week. 

At Brackannan and Montreal Castles, 
at the Glen and Eglintoun Abbey, similar 
demonstrations of joy were displayed, the 
country around partaking of the liberality 
of the several families, on this eventful 
period to thetn all. 



The authoress, in bidding an adieu to 
her kind and indulgent readers, begs to 
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observe, if in the various events these 
pages have unfolded, though fiction forms 
the major part of them, yet should any re- 
semblance of nature pervade them, by 
which the contemplative mind may be led 
to trace the unerring and ever-outstretched 
hand of a Divine Guide through their own 
varying path of life, her utmost wishes, in 
this feeble attempt to amuse, have obtain- 
ed their end. 



FINIS. 
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